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Corps in 1918 on the Western Front of World War | - the Second Battle of Marne,
battles between the Meuse River and the Moselle River (the battle of the Salient
Saint-Mihel) and the operations in the Champagne region and by the Meuse River
(Meuse-Argonne Offensive). The analysis of available sources and subject literature
has allowed a recreation of 10th Infantry Division’s combat route organizational
changes which took place during the war, the role of the division in respective battles,
and the losses suffered by regiments, including soldiers of Polish nationality which is
only partially recorded.
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In the spring of 1918, the German General Staff planned to carry
out another offensive on the Western Front. The goal was to break
through the line of the river Marne and to inflict a decisive defeat on
the French troops, before the arrival of the American Division on the
Western Front. The decisive blow was supposed to consist of two
operations. The first, named “Marne”, was to be conducted by the
7th Army under the command of Gen. Hans von Bohn. The second
operation received the codename “Reims”. Both operations have
passed into history as the Second Battle of the Marne (11 June -
6 August 1918). For these reasons the aim of this article is to present
combat operations of the 10th Infantry Division in the Second Battle
of the Marne, Battle of the Silent Saint-Mihel, fighting in the
Champagne and along the Meuse River. Apart from the German
sources and research, the author used publications by US units,
including the 3rd Infantry Division [1], the 1st Infantry Division[2]
and books by Michael S. Neiberg[3], Martin Marix Evans[4] and
Mark Ethan Grotelueschen[5].
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In the spring of 1918, with the arrival of the American troops in
France, the Allies planned to carry out an offensive by the Marne
River. When the German preparations for the offensive in the East and
southwest of Reims were detected, the command of the French and the
US forces prepared for defensive operations. They decided that they
would undertake a counterattack, which would occur after the German
offensive. The Germans lost the element of surprise and were to attack
their opponent, ready to repel this impact. Moreover, there was only
one railway line by the Marne River, which was supposed to provide
ammunition for artillery and other material necessary for carrying out
the offensive[6, p. 129]. This made it difficult to supply the German
army. For the German side, these factors meant their maneuvers were
essentially a one-way ticket. It would be not possible to evacuate the
valuable war material in the case of the failure of the offensive and the
transition of the enemy to a dynamic counterattack[6, p. 129].

Meanwhile, on 11 June 1918, the regiments of the 10th Infantry
Division were withdrawn from the front and moved to Sissonne.
The soldiers had to rest, and the material and required reinforcements.
Kronprinze Wilhelm came to the staging point of the 47th Infantry
Regiment on 25 June and decorated soldiers for their actions in the
previous battles[7, p. 401]. At the beginning of July, the size of the
individual battalions of the Division increased to about 750 soldiers
[8, p. 5]. The Division was assigned to the Gruppe “Kathen”, which
was created on the basis of the XXIII Reserve Corps of the 7th Army.
The 36th Infantry Division and the 10th Landwehr Division (which
filled the position on the right bank of the river) were also assigned to
the Gruppe “Kathen”[9, p. 376]. The 128th Infantry Regiment,
the 175th Infantry Regiment and the 5th Grenadier Division of the
36th Infantry Division were designated to storm the eastern flank of
the assault. On the western flank of the assault were the 6th
Grenadiers Regiment, the 47th Infantry Regiment and the 398th
Infantry Regiment of the 10th Infantry Division[4, p. 173; 10, p. 498].

On 7 July, the Division undertook a march towards the front by
Eppes, Brenelle and Forét de Fére to reach the starting position.
The Division’s line of attack was set next to oxbow of the Marne
River, which was winding around the hill to the South from the Meuse
River. A strike by the Gruppe “Kathen”, which included the 10th
Infantry Division, was supposed to take place in the morning on
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15 July 1918. In the meantime, the American 3rd Infantry Division set
out for left bank of the river Marne. The units of the 6th Infantry Brigade
occupied the following positions: the 38th Infantry Regiment — the
line to the town Meuse and the 30th Infantry Regiment — the line from
the Meuse (including the town) to Le RG Chailly Ferme. The 7th Infantry
Regiment of the 5th Infantry Brigade occupied the line from Le R{Q
Chailly Ferme (including) to Blesmes. At the beginning of July, the
7th Infantry Regiment had 2843 soldiers, the 30th Infantry Regiment
had 3345, and 3202 for the 38th Infantry Regiment. The positions
along the front of the 3rd Infantry Division were organized in several
lines. The first line was the zone of checkpoints, which were next to
the river, and the resistance points along the railway line. There were
two main lines of resistance. The first was the Aqueduct Line, which
was drawn north along the ridge of the hill and wound by the river.
The second was Woods Line along the Janvier Ferme - le Souvrien
Ferme le Rocq Ferme et Chateau - Fontaine aux Charmes. In support
of the individual infantry company, items of the 8th Machine Gun
Battalion and the 6th Sapper Battalion of the 3rd Infantry Division
were deployed in individual sections of the defense[1, p. 22-23, 98].
The Allied intelligence acquired information about the details of
the planned attack of the German troops. The loss of the effect of
surprise by the German army obviously did not bode well for
them. Specifically, this allowed the French and American artillery fire
to concentrate on both areas of German divisions. At 00:15 on 15
July 15, the German artillery began shelling the American 3rd Infantry
Division with explosive and fragmentation bullets as well as gas
projectiles. The 7th Infantry Regiment suffered heavy losses. The fire
of the German guns was intense enough to spark panic amongst the
American soldiers, who were not used to the conditions on the
Western Front. This phenomenon afflicted, in varying degrees,
privates, non-commissioned officers and officers. In one notable case,
one of the Commanders of the Regiment of the 3rd Infantry Division
had to be evacuated to the homefront[3, p. 10-110; 4, p. 112].
Meanwhile, the pioneers of the 10th Infantry Division, under the
fire of the enemy artillery, put up few pontoon bridges. The Posen
regiments pushed forward over the Marne River through the pontoon
bridges. They crossed the river near the Meuse and Le R{ Chailly
Ferme, flanked Fossoy and seized Bois d’Aigremont. At 2:40 am the
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Grenadier Regiment crossed the river on both sides of the Meuse,
where it fought against company G of the 38th Infantry Regiment and
company C of the 30th Infantry Regiment. At 3.30 am the Posen
grenadiers mastered the railway line, displacing both enemy
companies. However, an effective counterattack of the American
company G and H of the 38th Infantry Regiment pushed the 6th
Grenadiers in the direction of the river. The German infantry managed
to infiltrate the American positions of the 3rd Infantry Division to the
West of the Meuse. But the company C of the 30th Infantry Regiment,
which was supported by two heavy machine guns, resisted[1, p. 25-26].

Further to the West, the German 398th Infantry Regiment crossed
the Marne River near the American company B of the 30th Infantry
Regiment. Its two battalions attacked first, and the third was to
repudiate. During the crossing, the 398th Infantry Regiment suffered
significant losses from the artillery fire, but its combat readiness
remained high. At 5:00 am the soldiers of the 398th Infantry Regiment
took the line of the railway track. However, its wings were exposed
and thus vulnerable to counterattack. After 5:00 am, soldiers of the
1st Battalion of the 398th Infantry Regiment began a further attack.
However, they were stopped around 9:00 am at the North of Fossoy
by two platoons of the company F of the 7th Infantry Regiment.
Robert St. James, one of the American soldiers, described this
scuffle: ,,(...) The Germans pressed on toward them in skirmish
formation. The attack never passed beyond this position. Their heroic
stand against superior forces can best be told by the number of dead
Germans who lay in front of the line, circling the bodies of those two
platoons who gave their lives to stem the German advance. It must
have been that these men disdained to wait the German’s advance but
advanced to meet the enemy, for in front of the American line,
mingled with German dead, were the bodies of men from these two
historic platoons that had died fighting... Of the heroism of individual
men of these two platoons too little is known. They halted the
Germans and died. One automatic rifleman, Clarence Hensley of Co
[Company - BK] J fired his Chauchat until ammunition and crew were
gone. A broken Chauchat and the bodies of Germans beside his dead
body told the story of his last fight...” [4, p. 112-113].

Included in this attack by the reserve of the 10th Infantry Division
was the 47th Infantry Regiment, which had to force the Marne River
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to the West from Meuse. The pioneers began building the bridge in the
direction to the West of Mont St. Pere Island, next to the position of
the American company C of the 30th Infantry Regiment. At 4:00 am
when the bridge was completed the soldiers from the | Battalion of the
47th Infantry Regiment went on to the other side of the river. Then,
they entered a hurricane of fire from the American company. The
battalion took up 200 m from the southern bank of the Marne River,
weighed down with the fire of MGs. Due to the very large losses,
survivors retreated on the north shore of the river. Soldiers from the
3rd Battalion of the 47th Infantry Regiment failed to cross by ferry
across the river to the West of Meuse. In the course of attempting to
force the Marne, they took heavy fire from machine guns and artillery,
and thus took shelter in the woods north of Chartéves. The Il Battalion
of the 47th Infantry Regiment crossed the river successfully, however,
upon seeing the defeat of the | Battalion, they stopped and took a
defensive position. The further offensive of all three regiments of the
10th Infantry Division did not produce the expected results. American
troops resisted by performing hard local counterattacks. At 2:00 am on
15 July the line of defense of the Posen Division was shaped by the
railway line on the South Bank of the River - Meuse village and the
forest to the North of Crézancy. At 6.30 am the regiments of the 10th
Infantry Division received orders to withdraw to the North edge of the
Marne River[1, p. 26-31].

During the fighting on the ground, British, French and American
aircraft launched intense attacks on the positions of German troops,
and heavy bombers made raids on the warehouses by the front.
Through first day of fighting only, 45 tons of bombs fell on pontoon
bridges. Soldiers of the American 3rd Infantry Division did not have
combat experience, and deficiencies in training both at the
warehouses, and the regiments were considerable. Despite these
problems, the American soldiers turned out to be a hard and relentless
opponent[6, p. 130]. The American 3rd Infantry Division was awarded
the nickname “The Rock of the Marne” for its attitude in this battle, a
name that is still in use today, providing a lasting element of the
history of this unit[11].

On 16 July, the second day of fighting, it was already clear that the
German plan of forcing to the other bank of the Marne would be
impossible to implement. Therefore, the German high command
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issued the order to stop the attack. The regiments of the 10th Infantry
Division evacuated from the bridgehead, which was a narrow strip of
land located directly on the river[1, p. 26-31]. The American 3rd
Infantry Division maintained attacks on the 398th Infantry Regiment,
the 6th Grenadier Regiment and the 47th Infantry Regiment of the
10th Infantry Division, but also undertook local counterattacks. The
attack ended in a fiasco, and the regiments of the 10th Infantry
Division suffered severe losses from fire artillery and machine gun.
The 6th Grenadier Regiment reported 173 killed (including 6 officers),
264 gassed (of which many were dead, injured, or missing), 205 injured
and 400 taken captive by the Americans (including half of the
injured), for a total of 1042 casualties. The losses of the 47th Infantry
Regiment on 15-17 July 1918 were significantly smaller and amounted to
60 killed (including 5 officers), 237 wounded (including 10 officers),
and 41 missing, resulting in a total loss of 338 soldiers[7, p. 587].
Among the losses of the 10th Infantry Division alongside soldiers of
the German nationality were also those of Polish nationality. This is
confirmed by the list of losses, which included many Polish surnames.
One of them was born in Posen paramedic Vizefeldwebel Stefan
Kowalczyk from the 6th Grenadier Regiment. He evacuated many of
his wounded colleagues from the heavy fire of artillery to the other
bank of the Marne. He was wounded during one of the evacuations [12].
For this action, he received the Iron Cross 1st Class. Although the Iron
Cross 2nd Class was widely awarded, the higher class of the award
was extremely rare, especially to soldiers of the Polish nationality
[10, p. 7-12, 181-183; 13, p. 517, 521].

The American 3rd Infantry Division also ransomed its win with
serious losses. On 15-17 July 1918, these totaled 3151 soldiers. In the
Posen 10th Infantry Division assault, the losses of the Americans of
the 3rd Infantry Division were as follows: the 7th Infantry Regiment —
538 injured, 20 dead with wounds and 172 fallen; the 30th Infantry
Regiment - 490 wounded, 18 dead with wounds and 151 Kkilled;
the 38th Infantry Regiment - 425 wounded, 23 dead with wounds and
184 killed; the 6th Sapper Battalion - 259 wounded, 9 dead with
wounds and 39 killed. The 10th Artillery Regiment also suffered big
losses from the fire of the 10th Infantry Regiment. The losses
amounted to 179 wounded and 23 killed[1, p. 53].

A counter-offensive of Allies launched on 18 July 1918 from
the line of the river Marne. The French and American divisions
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pushed of German divisions to the West in a way that was rare so far
on the Western Front. The 10th Infantry Division participated in these
activities until 25 July[14, p. 104]. Then the regiments of the Posen
Division led the retreat fight from 26 July to 6 August to the North of
the Marne River, towards the river Vesle[6, p. 181-183; 10 p. 525-531,
13 p. 130-131]. The Division took a defensive position from 4-5 August
on the South of the river Vesle[14 p. 104]. Losses incurred by
individual regiments of the 10th Infantry Division were overwhelming.
In the 47th Infantry Regiment left only 18 officers, 58 non-commissioned
officers and 199 privates (combat realm)[7 p. 398].

At the beginning of August 1918, the Posen 10th Infantry Division
was moved from the 7th Army to Armee-Abteilung “C” of the
Heeresgruppe “Gallwitz”, which was the core of V Army Corps under
the command of Lieutenant General Eduard von Below[9 p. 76, 15 p. 392].
The Division’s regiments walked from the place of leisure to
Athies-sous-Laon, where they were loaded onto the echelons. Then,
they were transported on 5 August through Hirson, Charleville and
Sedan to the town of Mars-la-Tour. The ranks of the Division
composed soldiers from disbanded the 255th Infantry Division
(7 August 1918), allowing it to make up losses in personal companies
of individual regiments. On the night of 18 to19 August, the 10th
Infantry Division returned to the front line, where filled the sector
Richecourt-Lahayville-Baussant Saunt (17 km south of Mars-la-Tour)
on the left wing of the Silent Saint-Mihiel. It loosened the 277th
Infantry Division near the town of Sponvile[10, p. 533-537].
The Division had to take part in the fighting between the rivers Meuse
and Moselle, which passed into history as the battle of Silent Saint-
Mihiel (7 August — 20 September 1918).

Due to the fact that Salient Saint-Mihiel had no operational
significance, and exhibited the German troops at the unnecessary loss,
on 8 September, the Supreme Command issued the order to evacuate
to the fortified position of Michel Stellung. For unknown reasons, the
divisions that were filling the positions of Salient Saint-Mihiel
received the order two days late. Taking into account the fact that not
only regiments but also supplies had to be evacuated, the order had to
take a few days to enact. As a first artillery began to walk to the new
positions. Then the attack of American troops begun and the German
infantry was forced to retreat and go to delay action[4, p. 173; 6, p. 134-135].
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In the forthcoming battles, the 10th Infantry Division had to
defend a 13 km line of the front and deal with the American 1st
Infantry Division[16, p. 364]. The 1st Infantry Division had a smaller
combat experience, however, they did possess significant advantages
in numbers, firepower, and morale. The three regiments of the 10th
Infantry Division had to face the 18th Infantry, the 16th Infantry, the
28th Infantry, and the 26th Infantry from the American 1st Infantry
Division. Therefore, taking into account the operational disadvantage
and the advantage of the enemy, the Posen Division was at an extreme
tactical disadvantage, even before the start of the battle. Only the great
experience, sacrifice by individual soldiers and good leadership could
save the 10th Infantry Division against a breakthroughl[5, p. 108-109].

On 12 September, the American IV Corps attacked the 10th
Infantry Division. On the left wing of the American Corps was the 1st
Infantry Division, in the center, the 42th Infantry Division, and on
the right, the 89 Infantry Division. A four-hour artillery onslaught
heralded the launch of the attack. Despite the fact that these positions
were occupied by the German troops for 4 years, which allowed them
to build up a defensive position, regiments of the 10th Infantry
Division had no chance to stop so a strong impact. The American
intelligence estimated morale and combat potential of the 10th
Infantry Division, as high[2, p. 156].

After 19 hours of fierce fighting, the American 1st Infantry
Division throw off 10th Infantry Division regiments to 14 km.
The front line stopped North of Thiaucourt on strengthened position of
Michel Stellung. The initial brunt of the impact was so large that
individual units of the 10th Infantry Division suffered significant
losses. The 6th Grenadier Regiment lost 1550 soldiers who were dead,
wounded or missing on 12 September. One of the captured prisoners
was Pater Eustachius Riedel - longtime Roman Catholic chaplain.
On 12 September 1918 troops of the 6th Grenadier Regiment suffered
losses of 22 officers, 1518 non-commissioned officers and privates.
Out of this number 600 soldiers were wounded and 500 were
prisoners [10, pp. 559-562]. The losses of the 47th Infantry Regiment
amounted to 1415 on 12 September. A large number were missing,
and a reference to the American data indicates that most of the missing in
action were taken prisoner. Detailed losses of the 47th Infantry
Regiment on the day 12 September 1918 are as follow: 2 officers,
11 non-commissioned officers and privates dead, 5 officers, 118 non-
commissioned officers and privates wounded, 16 officers, 1262 non-
commissioned officers and privates missing[7, p. 416].
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After the first day of fighting, the American 1st Infantry Division
reported much larger losses on the German side. According to these
data, the 10th Infantry Division lost around 600 killed and wounded,
1195 taken prisoner (including 5 officers), 30 heavy guns 77 mm and
150 mm, 50 machine guns, 100 rifles Mauser 98, pistols, revolvers
and stocks of ammunition, as well as 3 locomotives (narrow-gauge).
While the loss of the 1st Infantry Division amounted to 84 people
killed (including 2 officers), 489 injured (including 11 officers) and
19 missing. Germans captured one American captive [7, pp. 404-
410; 17]. After the battle of Salient Saint-Mihiel in the Pannes (West
of Saint-Mihiel), within the 47th Infantry Regiment, only three
infantry companies remained, with three machine guns, and a mortar
company[18, p. 98].

The Ill Battalion of the 398th Infantry Regiment was entirely
taken prisoner by the American troops on the first day of fighting.
An un-named Colonel from the 10th Infantry Division was taken as
captive by the American 1st Infantry Division. The Colonel was
impressed with the attack carried out by American troops, which was
quickly communicated by a staff of the 1st Infantry Division, together
with the statement of the officer. The German Colonel particularly
well appraised the firepower and accuracy of the American artillery,
whose fire effectively paralyzed any maneuvers of regiments of
the 10th Infantry Division[2, pp. 360-361].

Capt. Weis, a German intelligence officer, was less optimistic
about the attitude of the American troops. He said that the American
infantry soldier was poorly trained, could not deal with the obstacles
encountered during the attack and the advantage of the terrain. In his
opinion American officers did not have leadership qualities. However,
he emphasized the excellent use of American machine gun infantry
and the effectiveness of their artillery[4, p. 173-174].

This battle did not constitute a significant defeat for the German
side, and as such was not a great success for the American side as
well. However, it was presented as a great victory in the Chronicles of
the troops of the 1st Infantry Division. Undoubtedly, the battle was
further proof how large the Allied advantage had already become.
At the same time, these events predicted the upcoming defeat of
German troops on the Western Front[5, p. 108].
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From 15-20 September, the 10th Infantry Division led the
defensive position under the Woévre-Ebene West of the river
Moselle[14. p. 104]. After 21 September, the 10th Infantry Division
was moved from Armee-Abteilung “C” of the Heeresgruppe “Galwitz” to
the 19th Army of Heeresgruppe ,,Herzog Albrecht”[15, p. 80]. From
20 September to 13 October 1918 the regiments of the 10th Infantry
Division suffered further heavy losses in the fighting position in
Lorraine, which led to the loss of combat capability of this unit. At the
end of September, the rifle companies of the 6th Grenadier Regiment
shrunk to 60 soldiers and 4 MG-08/15 machine guns. In the entire
regiment, only 82 officers and aspirants remained, along with,
1875 non-commissioned officers and grenadiers and fusiliers,
28 horses, 18 heavy machine guns (type MG-08) and 55 light machine
guns [10, p. 563-564].

In order to restore their combat capacity, the 10th Infantry
Division was transported to the Bezirk Lothringen— the German
administrative area with the capital in Metz. The Division was
supplemented by soldiers from the disbanded the 77th Reserve
Infantry Division. In this way, the soldiers of disbanded the 275th
Reserve Infantry Regiment replenished the 6th Grenadier Regiment,
and the soldiers from the 419th Reserve Infantry Regiment replenished
the 398th Infantry Regiment. All three infantry battalions were rebuilt
in the 332th Reserve Infantry Regiment, while the mortar company
from the 47th Infantry Regiment was also rebuilt[13, p. 181-183].
Further deliveries of materials and additions came from Germany. On
30 September, the last supplement for the 47th Infantry Regiment
came from the Warthelager near the city of Posen (Polish: Poznan)
during this war. The supplement contained 2 non-commissioned
officers and 35 privates[7, p. 595]. These additions helped to increase
combat state of the 6th Grenadier Regiment to 82 officers, 1875 non-
commissioned officers and grenadiers (Filizeréw)[10, p. 564] at the
end of September. The 56th Field Artillery Regiment included
24 officers, 260 non-commissioned officers and privates and
104 horses[19, p. 166]. This allowed to the 10th Infantry Division to
return to the fight. On 5 October 1918 its regiments passed to
the sector in the vicinity of the village of Nomeny, 17 km east of the
Moselle River and the town of Pont-a-Mousson, where they remained
until 28 October. In the meantime, there have been organizational
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changes. The 10th Infantry Division was moved from the 19th Army
of the Heeresgruppe “Herzog Albrecht” to Armee-Abteilung “C” of
the Heeresgruppe “Galwitz” on 11 October[5, p. 82; 15, p. 129].

The last clash on the Western Front of World War | in which the
Posen 10th Infantry Division participated, was an attempt to stop
American troops during the Meuse-Argonne Offensive in the
Champagne region and along the Meuse River in Lorraine (3 October-
11 November 1918). The American Expeditionary Forces Headquarters
(AEF) designated nine divisions to attack, which were supported by
2,700 guns, 189 tanks and 821 planes. The American strike was
intended to break the third line on the German position to a depth of
16 km in the two-day offensive. This third line of German positions
was named the Stellung “Kriemhild” and was part of the Hindenburg
Line. Meanwhile, the Posen 10th Infantry Division was moved from
Armee-Abteilung “C” to the 3rd Army, and then to the Gruppe Soden
(command of the V Army Corps) from the 5th Army[9, p. 83; 15,
p. 398]. After marching to the town of Metz, the Division was
transported by the rail through Longuyon to Montmédy.
On 2 November, the Division took a position on the Northwest of
Stenay (between the rivers Aisne and Meuse). Intense fighting with
the American troops that were invading between the river Meuse and
Beaumont constantly continued from 4 to 11 November 1918. On the
last day of the fighting, the 10th Infantry Division took captives from
the American 5th Infantry Regiment. The 56th Infantry Regiment
fired on enemy positions 7,000 bullets[19, p. 171].

At 10:00 am on 11 November 1918, the 10th Infantry Division,
which was on positions on the line of the Meuse River, received notice
of the ceasefire. This meant an end to the long-lasting and debilitating
fights. In accordance with the agreement, the German troops were to
withdraw from France, Alsace and Lorraine and the left bank of the
Rhine River during the next 15 days[6, p. 141]. On 14 November, the
10th Infantry Division took march in a westerly direction through
Luxembourg. On 21 November, the division reached Senningen.
On 2 December, the 10th Infantry Division was in Mainz on the river
Rhine, where a day later went to an area of the city of Homburg. Due
to a low number of soldiers, the | and Il battalion of the 6th Grenadier
Regiment were combined in the Battalion “Reimer”. The name
“Reimer” came from the surname of its commander Capt. Reimer.
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The 1st and the 2nd company of machine guns were also combined.
The 3rd company of machine guns was withdrawn from the regiment.
The Battalion “Reimer” (on 22 December) and the Battalion of
Fusiliers (on 24 of December) from the 6th Grenadier Regiment went
from Gelnhausen to their native garrison in Posen[10, pp. 563-564;
577-585]. On December 28, the staff, | and Il battalion of the 47th
Infantry Regiment left Blidingen by train. They arrived at Schrimm
garrison (Polish: Srem) in the Provinz Posen on 30 December.
However, due to the outbreak of the Greater Poland Uprising, the city
at that point was under the control of the native Polish insurgents, thus
the regiment was directed to the Glogau (Polish: Gtogdw) in Legnica
[7, p. 434].

The Posen 10th Infantry Division was composed of
»Kaczmarek&apos;s Regiments” and was assessed as an effective in
battle by opponents. The largest part of the soldiers was peasants,
craftsmen and inhabitants of the towns of the Province of Posen.
Polish nationality reservists who were conscripted into the ranks of the
German troops, in most cases, behaved loyally[13, pp. 181-183].
One of the soldiers of the 6th Grenadier Regiment wrote about the
value of the Division:

“Kaczmarek Regiments, with smaller and high numbers, melted
in the mud, fire and blood. The Posen divisions, shunted from place to
place, have not lost in the marches and battles their values of
discipline, and remain hard and extremely stubborn soldiers. The Posen
"peasants from the villages" were the physically and morally
healthiest soldiers because they were raised in the iron obedience of
the Prussian schools and trained by Prussian officers and non-
commissioned officers. They were physically and mentally strong.
Physically — as compared with the population of big cities and
industrial districts, because they always provided the largest number
of healthy and strong conscripts recruits. Morally, because in the
country, mostly without the proletariat, working-class social
democratic parties did not have the environment and the ground to
establish and develop wider policies”[20, pp. 20-21].

Despite this, the German staff feared that the Polish element of this
Division would affect its prowess, or would be a source of desertions.
The staff tried to counteract this and undertook several actions to
reduce Polish element in the Division from December 1916, prior to
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deployment into Verdun. For instance, the Posen 47th Infantry
Regiment received the supplement from the IX and X Army Corps,
instead of the V Army Corps, and the 9th and the 10th Infantry
Divisions received companies from the 103th Infantry Division from
Hesse and Thuringia. A further supplement of recruits came from the
Province of Posen. Therefore, it was impossible to avoid the Polish
soldier&apos;s element, which fought with a lot of dedication in
contrary to the concerns of German command. Although there were
desertions of Polish soldiers in Prussian regiments, the practice never
took place on a large scale[13, pp. 181-183].

The Polish inhabitants of Posen and the Province of Posen had to
wear German uniforms and fight for foreign powers during World
War |. Many of them never returned to the home, and their families
today are not familiar with the burial place of their loved ones.
According to estimates during World War 1, the German army
incorporated 850 thousand soldiers who spoke Polish, which
represented 6% of all mobilized in the German Empire. Over 130,000 out
of 850,000 fell or were missing or died from the disease in the course
of combat actions on all fronts of the war. To mid-December 1914 all
soldiers above 30 years of age that were mobilized in August 1914 in
the Posen VV Army were wounded at least once[21, pp. 1138-1139, 1147].

The participation of the inhabitants of the Province of Posen in the
ranks of the German army during World War | passed into oblivion
after 1918. This occurred, because on the one hand, these facts of
Kaiser Wilhem’s army veterans were not a point of pride for the
inhabitants of Posen. While, on the other hand, the memory of the
Greater Poland Uprising of 1918/19 and the Polish-Soviet War 1919-20
had much more important national significance, particularly in light of
the long-awaited return of Polish independence. Medals, among them
the Iron Cross 2nd Class, and photographs from the Great War
reminded. They lied hidden in a metal box in the Kkitchen closet for
many of the veterans and their families. Only rarely would a veteran
of World War I, such as Jan Kroll [22, p. 91] (born in 1898 in
Luséwko near Posen - great-grandfather of the author of this text)
from the 56th Field Artillery Regiment of the 10th Infantry Division,
tell war stories about the battles of Verdun[23]. His younger brother
Andrzej - a soldier of the 230th Reserve Infantry Regiment from the
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50th Reserve Division, never returned from the war to the family
home. He died at the age of 20 on 14 March 1916 on the Western
Front at Vimy (North of Arras). His grave has never been found,
mirroring the fate of many of these Polish soldiers.

The soldiers from regiments of the 10th Infantry Division showed
courage and bravery during extremely bloody battles on the Western
Front, which is confirmed by numerous awards they received.
One hundred forty-two soldiers from the 56th Infantry Regiment
received the Iron Cross 1st Class and 2020 soldiers earned the Iron
Cross 2nd Class. Of these 2020, 4 officers also earned commendation
Den Hausorden der Hohenzollern mit Schwertern[19, pp. 210-203].

Preliminary calculations show that over 100,000-150,000 soldiers
of the Polish nationality went through the V Army Corps in the years
1914-18. The losses of the 47th Infantry Regiment included numerous
Polish surnames written in the German style. For instance there was
musketeer (Muskieter) Leo Pawlowski from the 4th company of the
Il reserve battalion, who was lost on 4 March 1915, musketeer Karl
Muszejewski of the 10th company, who was lost on 25 March 1915,
Anton Nawrocki from the 6th company, who was lost on 22 September
1914, and Stanislaus Adamiak from the 8th company, who died on 17 July
1915[7, pp. 534-577]. The similar situation was in other units of the
V Army Corps. These data, however, are only an estimate.
The identification of the specific numbers, and names requires further
research, especially in the family archives.
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Kpymmmnbcbkuii Bb.
BOMOBI i 10-i IIXOTHOI JUBI3Ii HIMEYYNHHA HA 3AXITHOMY
®POHTI MIJ YAC ITEPIIOI CBITOBOi BIMHM Y 1918 POIII

VY miit crarri po3msiHyTo OofoBi mii 10-1 mixorHoi muBi3ii 5-ro apwmilickkoro
koprrycy Himewurnsn Ha 3axizHoMy ¢ponTi mix gac Ilepmmoi citoBoi Biitam B 1918 port,
mo posropranuck minx gac Jpyroi 6mtBm Ha Maphi, OuTBi MiX piukamu Meiic i
Mosenb (Cen-Mienbcbka onepaiis) Ta onepaiii B perioni Hlamnans i piuku Meiic
(Me3-AproHHcbKa oreparlis). AHai3 JOCTYIHHX JUKEpel Ta NPeIMETHOI JIiTepaTypH
JIO3BOJIMB BiATBOPUTH OpraHizamiiiai 3Mian B Mapmpyti 10-1 mixoTHOi amBi3ii, ski
BifOynmucs TiJ 4Jac BiifHH, omHcaTH poib AWBI3iT y OOHOBHX MisX Ta IEperisTHYyTH
BTpAaTH, SKUX 3a3HAIW TIOJNKH, JIe CIYKWIH OIiHIl MONbCHKOI HAIiOHATBHOCTI, MPO
SIKAX BIJIOMO JIIIIE YaCTKOBO.

Kniouosi cnosa: 10-ta mixorHa muBi3is HiMeuunmnw; 3aximHuil QpoHT mix dac
IMepmoi cBitoBoi BiiHN B 1918 poky; [pyra 6ursa Ha MapHi; ONTBM MiX piukamu
Meiic i Mo3enb; momnsiku B HimMeIrpKii apmii B 1918 porri.
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