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Isayuk O. 
PSYCHOLOGICAL INSTALLATIONS AND SURVIVAL IN 

TERMS OF EXTREMAL  THREAT: THE CASE OF THE UPA 
SOLDIERS IN THE CONCENTRATION CAMPS OF THE 
GULAG (1940-1950’S) 

 
The article deals with the problem of of ethical and motivational 

factors’ influence on the former UPA soldiers’ and officers’ success of 
survival in the GULAG concentration camps. According to 
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B. Bettelheim and V. Frankl works, the basis of survival tactics was the 
preservation of like-minded people’s groups and forming their own 
monopoly at the level of everyday life. Analyse of memoirs, written by 
former concentration camps prisoners, gives an opportunity to reconstruct 
ways of using this tactics by soldiers of Ukrainian Insurgent Army. 
Military men had own particularities, which origined from internal 
military ethics and organisation principles of army. It was facilitated by 
active communication among the same former soldiers and the 
observance of some of the rituals inherited from their previous life. 
Transfer of certain elements of military ethics and life into a new 
reality. was played a significant role in this process. 

Finally, principles of survival, formulated by B. Bettelheim and 
another researchers and internal military ethics and way of thinking, 
transferred into more effective version of survival tactics with two main 
characterisctics. The first, high motivation and understanding Soviet 
Union as enemy had given opportunity to avoid including into 
concentration camp psychology and saving of own mind autonomy. The 
second principial characteristic of such mix was presence of strong 
internal structure, based on rank system in UPA, what had given system 
of own hiererchy, alternative to totalitarian GULAG hierarchy.  All, 
included into illegal soldier community, got adaptation preferences 
during the beginning period of imprisonment. 

This allowed to form a strong internal network, which, in its turn, 
became the basis for the forming the GULAG underground, the 
activities of which became a significant factor in crashing the GULAG 
system. 

Keywords: Ukrainian Insurgent Army, GULAG, survival tactics, 
motivation, monopoly on decisions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


