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Piekh Natalia  

RCHITECTURAL CHANGES OF ZHOVKVA CASTLE DURING THE 
TIMES OF JAN SOBIESKI 

 

In this article the history of architectural transformations that took place in 
Zhovkva castle during the management of Yan Sobieski is traced. In particular, the 
state of the investigated object in the given of historical period is characterized on the 
basis of already known primary sources – plans, inventory descriptions, financial 
books and other written materials, as well as the whole spectrum of scientific 
developments on this issue of domestic and foreign science. An attempt was made to 
reconstruct the appearance of the castle in the complex with the data of archaeological 
and architectural research, as a result of which the chronology and the list of works, as 
well as the names of the masters involved in the process of the reconstruction of the 
Zhovkva castle in the times of Jan Sobieski, were specified in detail. This study made 
it possible to distinguish several main periods of castle modification in the given 
chronological framework: the pre-royal period, which was characterized by minor 
changes; early royal – perestroika, which were occasional; the late royal period is the 
cardinal transformation of a well-fortified castle into a lush Baroque residence. 

The key place in these processes of modification of the object under study was 
the artistic tastes of Jan III Sobski, the level of education, as well as the change in the 
socio-legal  status  of  the  host.  Just  after  his  accession  to  the  throne  of  the  
Rzeczpospolita, the castle of Zhovkva has become key, being one of the king's main 
residences, which in turn prompted him to change his appearance with bringing to the 
best European models. 

In particular, the article identifies the major transformations in the palace building 
with adjacent towers, defines the list of interior finishing works, establishes the 
probable time for the construction of large parade stairs, outlines a complex of works 
for the construction of the castle arsenal, laying and arrangement of the park. 

Keywords: Zhovkva, castle, palace building, park, arsenal. 
 


