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Prohovnyk Pavlo 
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY COOPERATION OF THE ARMED 

FORCES OF UKRAINE (ON THE EXAMPLE OF A MILITARY UNION 
«LITPOLUKRBRIG» ) 

 
The article scrutinizes the history of creation and activity of a joint military unit - 

the Lithuanian-Polish-Ukrainian brigade named after Prince Kostiantyn Ivanovych 
Ostrozkyi (LitPolUkrbrig). The causes of LitPolUkrbrig's emergence are analyzed; 
the main one was the threat of the Russian Federation’s aggression. The attack of 
Ukraine by the Russian armed forces at the end of February 2014, the annexation of 
the Crimea and the occupation of part of the Donbass significantly worsened the 
security situation in Eastern Europe. In the face of the Russian expansion’s threat, two 
NATO members Lithuania and Poland, together with Ukraine, set up a capable joint 
military brigade as an example of interaction of military powers of the three 
neighboring states. The purpose of the brigade is an increase of the level of mutual 
trust and cooperation between the countries, as well as the security situation improvement 
in the region, a spread and implementation of modern approaches (standards) for the 
planning,  a  provision  and  use  of  troops  (forces)  in  the  overall  system of  the  armed  
forces’ training, a maintenance of a high level of combat readiness of national 
formations. The state of combat training of LitPolUkrbrig is analyzed, with special 
attention paid to conducting international military exercises. It is emphasized that in 
the course of international military exercises, Ukrainian soldiers study and adapt 
NATO standards of readiness for their own needs. For officers and soldiers of Poland 
and Lithuania, the experience of war with the Russian aggressor, which is shared by 
Ukrainian soldiers with their counterparts in arms, is invaluable. The conclusion infers 
the prospects for the unification of the military efforts of Ukraine and Eastern 
European countries in the face of the aggression threat from Putin's Russia. 

Keywords: LitPolUkrbrig, Lithuanian-Polish-Ukrainian Brigade named after 
Prince Ostrozkyi, Russian-Ukrainian war, European security, international military 
exercises, international military cooperation. 


