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Tkachuk P., Kharuk A. 
CONSTRUCTION OF RIVER FIGHTING SHIPS AT UKRAINIAN 

SHIPYARDS IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE XX CENTURY 
 
Ukraine has a well-developed shipbuilding industry since the XIX century. 

During the time of the Russian Empire and the USSR, its production capacities were 
mainly loaded with the construction of sea-going ships for navy. However, smaller 
ships and boats for river flotillas were being built alongside them. During the first half 
of the XX century there were significant changes in their technical level, primarily 
related to the introduction of internal combustion engines, modern quick-firing 
artillery, armor protection and other innovations. Ukrainian shipyards implemented 
some interesting projects of river ships and boats. 

Construction of river fighting ships at Ukrainian shipyards in the first half of the 
XX century can be divided into two stages. The first one dates back to the First World 
War.  At  that  time  the  involvement  of  Ukrainian  shipyards  in  the  programs  of  river  
naval shipbuilding was sporadic – in fact, it was reduced to the construction of a 
series of small armored boats at the Odessa factory of K. Ravensky. The second stage 
began in 1930 (with the installation of the monitor Udarnyi) and ended in September 
1941 (with the Nazi occupation of Kiev). At that time, the construction of large river 
artillery ships – monitors was consistently being developed at the Leninska Kuznia 
plant in Kyiv. A total of eight such ships were built (including a series of six 
Zhelezniakov units) and three more were destroyed in the unfinished state. 

Monitors built in Kyiv were optimized for action on European rivers – the 
Dnieper and the Danube. Their construction, though, improved with each successive 
project, was far from ideal. First and foremost, it related to armaments: the main guns 
of naval models were not optimal for action on rivers, and anti-aircraft weapons were 
weak and ineffective. Despite this, the monitors built in Kyiv actively participated in 
the German-Soviet war at its initial stage, operating on the Danube, the Dnieper, the 
Black Sea coastal areas and the Azov Sea. 

Keywords: river flotilla, river monitor, armored boat, shipbuilding, shipyard, 
dockyard. 


