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Terskyj S. 
DEFENSE COMPLEX OF THE CHRONICLE ZVENYGOROD 
 
One of the main political centers of the Galician principality – Zvenyhorod, 

located near the Galician-Volyn border during the XI-XIII centuries. played an 
important role in military and political events. At least a few major battles between 
the then rulers of the city and their opponents took place in the fields near 
Zvenyhorod. Three battles – 1226, 1144 and 1227 were mentioned in the chronicles. 

However, the specific course of these events is rather sparsely reflected in written 
sources. The military topographic situation on the territory of Zvenyhorod principality is 
analyzed. The role of Zvenyhorod fortifications on the main strategic roads that 
intersected in this place and led to the main centers of the Halych and Volyn 
principalities was traced. 

Today the chronicle center of the principality is located on the territory of the 
village of the same name near Lviv. The results of many years of archaeological research 
on the study of military infrastructure of the X-XIII centuries are summarized. in 
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this area. The results of the latest archeological excavations on the territory of the 
Zvenyhorod principality are taken into account. Archaeological excavations conducted 
by Volodymyr Shelomentsev-Tersky in 1962-1973 provided the most data on the 
defense infrastructure of Zvenyhorod.  

The work established the dating of the remains of ancient fortresses. Numerous 
finds of medieval weapons are analyzed, which additionally illustrate the state of the 
military infrastructure of the chronicle Zvenyhorod. The Zvenyhorod garrison was 
well structured and equipped with military ammunition. The unique discovery of a 
children's spur indicates the early stages of preparation of young people for military 
service. Gilded spurs, apparently, belonged to military leaders – princes and great boyars. 

Keywords: fortification network, defense construction, military-political situation, 
Zvenyhorod, Galicia-Volyn state.  


