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Shevchenko O. 
DEVELOPMENT OF FLAMMING TANKS IN THE USSR AND GERMANY 

IN THE PERIOD OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR. 
 
The article highlights the experience of developing flame tanks in the USSR and 

Germany during the Second World War. The evolution of tank flamethrowers from 
pneumatic (jet) to automatic powder flamethrowers is revealed. The directions of 
solving the problems of increasing the range of flamethrowers by creating viscous 
incendiary mixtures and using the pressure force of powder gases, increasing the 
firepower of tanks by installing a flamethrower next to artillery, as well as ensuring 
their protection by installing flamethrowers on tanks with powerful armor. It is proved 
the above-mentioned measures drastically enhanced  the security of tanks, their combat 
power, as far as flamethrowers complemented other types of fire (artillery and machine 
guns), permitting the vehicles to be employed efficiently in offensive operations, 
especially in the fortified areas and street combats.The research investigates the art of 
war in defensive and offensive operations utilizing flame tanks. The close interaction 
of tank and knapsack flamethrowers is noted as a new method generated by the 
experience of war. In the offensive, the combination of flamethrower tanks, which 
suppressed and blinded enemy firing points, using portable smoke devices and infantry 
knapsack flamethrowers which were operated from short distances, led to a tangible 
result in actions to support infantry and significantly reduced losses in both manpower 
and equipment. Simultaneously, the flamethrower armored vehicles, in particular the 
heavy ones, were usually located behind the battle tanks, consequently, while approaching 
an attack objective  (fortifications, buildings, etc.) they advanced and destroyed the 
targets firing by flamethrowers and burned enemy manpower out of the buildings. It 
has been proved that research into the genesis of incendiary weapons and their use in 
military conflicts is important for Ukrainian military history. 

Keywords: World War I , incendiary weapon, flame tank, automatic tank flamethrower 


