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Kryvyziuk L. 
EMPLOYMENT OF THE ARMORED TANK TROOPS BY THE RED 

ARMY AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR: 1939 
 

Annotation. The author proceeds with the theme on employment of the tank forces 
throughout World War II. A military-historical analysis of employment of the armoured 
forces as a component of the Ukrainian Front of the People’s Red Army during the 
military campaign against Poland in September-October 1939 has been carried out. 
The drawbacks in the evolution of the armoured forces and significant shortcomings 
in the manual on the training of specialists for the tank forces were identified as well 
as conclusions have been drawn.Research Objective. To investigate the employment of 
the tank corps by the command of the Ukrainian Front of the Red Army, separate tank 
brigades and tank units of direct infantry and cavalry combat support in frames of the 
military campaign against Poland.The scientific novelty of the obtained results consists 
in a comprehensive analysis of the course of actions related to establishment, equipping, 
augmentation of the front asset with the armoured forces subsequently their intensive 
employment while the offensive operation against Poland.Conclusions. As a result of 
the Red Army offensive conducted in the absence of actual resistance from the enemy, 
the military-political leadership underestimated the combat experience, without having 
amended the existing drawbacks concerning troops leading issues, they made a number 
of other crucial errors. To be specific, disbanding the command of tank corps, reducing 
the rear of tank brigades, eliminating the rifle and machine gun brigades along with 
the relative battalions as assets of the tank units were proposed. Appropriate outcomes, 
at least partly, were drawn only after the failure of Finnish campaign throughout 
1939-1940. 

The fundamental drawback in the development of armoured forces in the 1930s 
was the inconsistency of the quantitative growth of the tank personnel with the quality 
of command, supply and maintenance systems. The combat power of tanks lagged behind 
the requirements of the time. The shortcomings of combat training led to the multitude 
damage of tanks. 

Keywords: Ukrainian front, army group, tank corps, brigade. 


