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Terskyj S. 
DEFENSE BUILDING ON THE VERESHCHYTSA RIVER ON THE 

BACKGROUND OF THE MILITARY AND POLITICAL SITUATION ON THE 
HALYCH-VOLYN BORDER IN THE SECOND HALF OF XII - XIV centuries. 

 

The valley of the Vereshchytsia River is one of the nodal territories of the Galician-
Volyn border, during the XI-XIV centuries. was the scene of military confrontation in 
the struggle for the conquest of Galicia, as well as the border of the separate Zvenigorod 
and Przemy l principalities. Its central part, together with the chronicle town, was formed 
at the intersection of strategic roads from Przemy l to Halych and from Belz to Halych. 

The military actions of 1219–1220, when Hungarian King Andrew occupied Przemy l 
(and thus the entire parish), and his faithful Galician boyar Sudyslav Bernatovych planted 
his men in Gorodok on Vereshchytsia, are reflected in chronicles. However, the specific 
course of these events is rather sparsely reflected in written sources. 

Located in the lower reaches of the Vereshchytsia River, near the valley of the 
Dniester River in the village. Berezets settlement is still poorly studied archaeologically. 
The powerful and once long ramparts that encircled this unknown city from the chronicles 
testify to the existence of a significant family center here. The city was the center of a 
densely populated part of the so-called Transnistrian Opillya. Subjects that testify to 
military affairs have been studied. Finds of Byzantine lead seals probably indicate the 
presence of high clergy in this city. Instead, small boyar estates are located on the less 
fertile sandy lands of Small Polissya in the upper reaches of the Vereshchytsia River. 

Taking into account the results of the latest archeological excavations in this area, 
the historical role of the ancient fortifications of the Vereshchytsia river valley is 
characterized. Their dating has been established. Numerous finds of medieval weapons 
are analyzed, which additionally illustrate the state of the military infrastructure of the 
Vereshchytsia river valley. 

Key words: network of fortifications, defense construction, military-political situation, 
Vereshchytsia river valley, Halych-Volyn state. 


