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THE ANTI-NAZI RESISTANCE MOVEMENT IN THE LAND OF OSTROH: 
NATIONALIST AND SOVIET COMPONENTS (1942–1944) 

 
The goal of the article is to examine the formation of the nationalist and Soviet 

components of the resistance movement in the land of Ostroh in the period of the 
German-Soviet war. The methodological basis was formed on the principles of scientific 
objectivity and historicism. One of the first pieces of information about the rising 
tensions between the Ukrainian nationalist forces and the German occupants occurred by 
the end of 1942. The significant rise of the anti-German resistance movement on the part 
of the UPA guerrilla divisions in Volyn and, in particular, in the land of Ostroh, which 
was a part of the rebel group "Ozero", began in the middle of March 1943. The 
occupants qualified it as an insurgent movement. The "unsuccessful outcomes" of the 
fighting with the UPA in the land of Ostroh caused a traditional reaction of the German 
invaders – mass terror against the peaceful civilians. In order to fight the Ukrainian 
insurgency, the Nazi command often used foreign military personnel in addition to their 
own. In total, nearly 500 men of multinational forces under German command were 
deployed in Ostroh. Archival documents indicate that they came to local villages on 
several occasions for punitive and confiscatory purposes. The main form of the Soviet 
resistance movement in Ukraine, at least at the beginning of the war, was the partisan 
struggle. In Ostroh, the guerrilla began its activity from the end of 1942. In the following 
year, it recruited 40 men. The insurgents distributed leaflets and various messages, 
organized various forms of assistance to the Red Army and carried out sabotage. In the 
land of Ostroh a brigade was operating, which was commanded by A. Odukha, the main 
location of which in March 1943 was the village of Teremne. Since the end of 1943, the 
level of confrontation between Ukrainian insurgents and Soviet partisans became 
consistently high. Military operations took place. Thus, in the course of the German-
Soviet war, the land of Ostroh has made a significant contribution to the overall structure 
of the anti-Nazi struggle in Ukraine. The nationalist and Soviet resistance groups were 
fully active in the region, each of them pursuing their own objective.  

Keywords: resistance movement, the land of Ostroh, partisans, UPA, occupants, 
anti-Hitlerite struggle. 

 


