
238 

 94 (477.4) «18»: 355.11(470+571) 
. 

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3812-918X 
https://doi.org/10.33577/2313-5603.37.2022.238-257 

 
.: 

 
21 

-
.  

. -
,  

,  
,  

. 
-

,  
.   

, 
,  

. -
 

, ,  – , 
, -

. 
,  

.  
,  

,  
. 

: , , , -
, , , , . 

 

. -
,  

.   
.  

, ,  
 

; , , 
                                                             

, , ,  
,                 

. , ,  
. . 

© . ., 2022 



239 

.  
. 

, ;  
, ,  

.  ,  
 

,  
,  

,  , 2011: 50-71) 
: deserter,  – 

, , ,  
. , -

,  
 , 1854: 8–10) 

 
, , -

, , -
-
 

 –  
. , ,  

.  -
 

,  ,   –  ,  :  
, ».  

 –  
 

, ,  
,  

,  
.  

. , 
, , 

 
 

. 
.  

 XIX  –  .   
,  



240 

: ,  
,  

.  
,   

, . 
 

,  
,  

: «  
: , , 

». , , 
,  

. .  
 
 

 , 2012: 302–309)   
. -

,  
, . 

,  « »,  
,  .   40  

, « -
» , 2017).  

.  
. . -

, -
 

, 2018).  -
.  

,  
 

 , 2021).  
,  
,   

. .  
 
 
 

 , 2014).  



241 

 
. .  

,  
 , 2008a). 

,  
 

.  
. .,  

. 
 

, ,  
,  

 , 2016). 
. -

 
.  1-  2- ,  

 
. ,  

, -
. , ,  

.  
,  

.   
, , -

.  
,  

, -
, -

 , 1979: 65) 
 

,   XIX  .  -
: « -

,  
 

» , 1915: 472-473).  
,  

, 
,  .   

,  



242 

.  
, -

, ,  
. ,  «  

, -
. ,  

».  
 «… ,   

» (Stier, 1905: 47-49) 
. -

.   (  
 – .) ,  

 
. . -

 
-

, . «[…]  
, -

.  ,   
, , .  

,  
 

»  
, 1900: 53-54)  

,  
,  ,  ,  -

. .   
: «  

, , , 
» , 1912: 222) 

, ,  
, -

, .  
, ,  

, ,  
, , .  

.  
 

.  



243 

-
,  

.  
. -

:  
, , – .  

. ( , 2008a)  
,  

,  25 . -
.  

,  « », 
 (17-20 )  

200-300 .  
,  1820 .  826,1 . , 25-  

 3,5 :  
1:380,  – 1:210,  – 1: 564  , 2008: 
8-24) -

: 3-4 ; 10 -
:  2-3  .   

. 
-

. , -
, .  

: 
 

». ,  
,  :  « ,  

, !». 
-

.   
; ,  

;  
; , 

. -
. , -

, .  
,  

, .  
, ,  

. 



244 

-
. : «  

.  
 

. , , , 
. . -

, ,  
. , 

, , 
,   

 (  – .). 
, , -

». -
,  

 , 1912: 303)  
 

-
 XVIII . , -

, -
,  ,   

, , 
, ,  

 « » 
.  1798 .  

,  
-

,  
 , 2012).  

 
,  

 I.  ,   
 1798 .  

,  
. -

. , 
, , , 

-
 10  « , 

».  ,  ,   
, ,  



245 

 –  
 (  –  .  .  V.   18608,  .  330;    

 18870, . 573) 
15  1797 .  « -

»,  
-

, .  
,  

. -
,  

-
,   

-
 , 660 – 1 – 166: 1–3 .; 4-7) -

, ,  100 , 
,  

,  6  
,  25 .  

,  ;   
, -

 –  5 .  
 10   – . 

. V.  18244, . 799) 
-

, -
.  1800 .      

. ,  «  
 

,  
, ».  

,  
,  

. . -
.  

, ,  
.  

,  
 ( , 16 – 4 – 117:  

1–6). .  
. , 



246 

 
,  

.  ,  ,  -
,  

,   , 324 – 
1 – 17: 1–9)  

 1812 . -
.   

,   
 2000 ,  

,  
.  

.  
,  

 
,  

,   – . . .  25029, 
. 217–218). 

,  
. -

, -
 

. , « ,  
,  

».  
 « »,  

,  
 , 660 – 1 – 228: 1-2 .; 3-5; 8-9). 

 1798 .  
».  

,  «[...]  
»,  

.  
,  
. . , -

, -
. , 

 
.  

 , 2008b). 



247 

-
-

.  1800 .  
:  – 

 
,  

 6 ,  
,  ;   –  

,   
, ,  10 

,   – . 
. V.  18784, . 484–485; . .  19270, . 33–35). 

. -
, ,  

 
, , .  

.  .   
.  .  ,   

27 , ,  
, .  

,  
 , 363 – 1 – 426: 1-2 .). -

, , . 
.   

-
. -

.  ,  
22 – 2 – 207: 3-4 .; 18–25). 

 1830 . , ,  
, -

. :  –  
, , -

. .  
 

.  
 

.  -
-
 



248 

, ,  
,  .  -

 
 - . . V. . 2.  3926, . 45; . V .  . 1.  4757, . 

757-758). 
 

 « » , 
, , .  

,  « »,  
,  

, , – . 
 

 « »:  
, .  

,  
. ,  

,  –  
,  .   
, -

, .  
, 

 , 363 – 1 – 1346: 11-12; 14-21). 
. -

 
, .  

,  
. ,  

, , 
 , 9-1-12:3-8;13-15 ).  

,  
, -

. , 
,  

: -
-

  - . . . . 2.  11769, 
. 334-335). 

-
.  



249 

, -
.  

1838 . : «  
,  

.  … ,  
».  

, , .  
 1846 . , 363 – 1 – 458: 1-4; 13-14; 111). 

 
.  ,   

, . 
, , 

,   
» ,  

. ,  
, .  

.  
,  ,   

.  
,  ,  

.  «  
» .  

,  
,  ,  -

 
 , 16 – 4 – 349: 1–14; 17–20 .; 30). 

-
. 

 1827 .  
. -

,  « -
», .  

: 
,  

;  
 

;   –   
 – ; , 

;  
 



250 

 
  - . . .  1540, . 984-985). 

 1832 .,  
, .  

 1830-1831 . -
 
 

. ,  
,  ,  ,   

.  
, , , , 

.   
, , 

 
  - . . V .  5843, . 916-917). -

 
.  1832 .  2-  

 
 

. ,  
, ,  

. , 384 – 5 – 994: 1-3; 15-19). 
 1834 .  «  

». 
 

-
.  ,  -

, , , -
. , 660 – 1 – 1171: 4-6; 10-21).  

 
,   

». -
, ,  

,  –  
,  – ,  –  

  -  .  .  .  .  1.   6733,  .  56).  
, -

,  – 
 

 10 .  



251 

-
 

 I  16  1841 .  
.  V  

, .  
-

. ,  
, , ,  

, -
. ,  

,   
  – . . . . 1.  14460, . 308-313;  14874,   

. 787-788). 
.  XVIII  –  .  

-
 

.  
 

-
 
 

,  
. 

, 
,  

-
,  

.   
 « »,  

 
. 

 
,  

,   –   
. ,  

, , 
 

. 
 



252 

 
 

. (2011). . . 2. 
. . 3. : 

.  
. (1979).  1812 . , , 

. : . 
. ( ) (1915). . . XVIII. : .  

. .  
. (2021). . 1000 , 

, , ,  
. : . 

 (  – ). . 363, . 1, . 426 
(1837 .). . . 1–2 .  

. . 363. . 1. . 458 (1838 .).  
. . 1–4; 13–14; 111. 

. . 363. . 1. . 1346. (1853 .).  
. . 11-12; 14-21. 

 (  – ). . 9. . 1. . 12 
(1851 .). ,  

. . 3-8; 13-15 .   
. . 16. . 4. . 117 (1797 .). .  

, . . 1-6.  
. . 16. . 4. . 349 (1798 .). ,  

,  
. . 1-14; 17-20 .; 30.  

 (  – ). . 22. . 2. . 207 
(1848 .).  

,  
. . 3-4 .; 18-25. 

. . 384. . 5. . 994 (1832 .).  
. . 1-3; 15-19.  

 (  – ). . 660. . 1. . 1. . 
166 (1799 .). ,  

. . 1-3 .; 4-7.  
. . 660. . 1. . 1. . 228 (1801 .)  

 
. . 1-2 .; 3-5; 8-9.  

. . 660. . 1. . 1. . 1171 (1834 .).  
. . 4-6; 10-21. 

. (1912). . . 1. : 
. .  

. ( ) (1854). . . V. -
: .  

. (2018). . : . 
. ( .) (1912).  « » . . . -

. .  : . . . 



253 

. (2008). -
 XIX . .  «  

».   : 1 (22). 141 . 
. (2012).  : . 

 1812 . . . :  
XVII . .  

 (  – ). . 1. . V. 
1797. . 

 18244. 
. . 1. . V. 1798.  

.  18608.  
.  .  1.  .  V.  1798.   

.  18784.  
. . 1. . V. 1799. -

.  18870.  
. . 1. . . 1800. , -

, . 
 19241.   

. . 1. . . 1800.  
 10 .  19270. 

. . 1. . . 1812.  
 

.  25029. 
. . 2. . . 1827. .            

 1540.  
. . 2. . V. . 2. 1830.  

, .  3926.  
. . 2. . V .  . 1. 1831.  

, .  4757. 
. . 2. . V . 1832. -

.  5843. 
. . 2. . . . 1. 1834.  

.  6733. 
. . 2. . . . 2. 1838. ,  

.  11769. 
. . 2. . . . 1. 1841. -

, 
, .      

 14460.  
, . (2017).  

. .  2. . 19 (1), 177-185. 
 (1900). . -

 1812 . . 1. . 1. . 1. , 577 .  
. (2008a).  XVIII – 

.  
: . 18, 300–308. 
. (2008b). -

. , . 11, 364-373. 



254 

. (2012).  
 (1792-1795 .). -

. . . : . 1, 8-11. 
. (2014).  

. -
. . . : 

. 2. (1), 30-37. 
. (2016).  

 (1871-1918).   
. . . .: . 1, 39-48. 

Stier E. (1905). Fahnenflu ht und unerlaubte entfernung. Berlin. 
 

References 
 

Bobrovskiy P. (2011). Military law in Russia during the reign of Peter the Great. 
Part 2. Military article on Russian an foreign sources. Issue 3. Moscow: Book on 
demand. (rus.). 

Bogdanov L. (1979). Russian Army in 1812. Organization, management, armament. 
Moscow: Voenizdat. (rus.). 

Velychko K. (ed.) (1915). Military encyclopedia. Vol. 18. Moscow: Printing 
house of I. Sytin’s soc. (rus.). 

Glezerov C. (2021). Traitors in Russian history. 1000 years of craftiness, defection, 
trickery, deserting, perjury and state treasons. Moscow: Centrpoligraph. (rus.). 

State archives of Volyn region (SAVR). Stock 363, Description 1, Case 426 
(1837). The case of prosecution of Semen Prokofiev of deserting. Sheet 1–2 rev. (rus.). 

SAVR. St. 363. Descr. 1. Case 458 (1838). The case of investigation of disappearance 
of the military cantonist Vlas Kozhychok. Sheet 1–4; 13–14; 111. (rus.). 

SAVR. St. 363. Descr. 1. Case 1346 (1853). The case of accusation of Mykhailo 
Vasiliev of deserting and false evidence. Sheet 11-12; 14-21. (rus.). 

State Archives of Zhytomyr Region (SAZhR). St. 9. Descr. 1. Case 12 (1851). On 
the case of prisoners Hutsalov and Ozharovskiy who appeared to be deserters. Sheet 
3-8; 13-15 rev. (rus.). 

SAZhR. St. 16. Descr. 4. Case 117 (1797). On concealing of a deserted recruit 
Omelniuk by a peasant Muliar from the village of Kyienky of Novohradvolynskyi 
county. Sheet 1-6. (rus.). 

SAZhR. St. 16. Descr. 4. Case 349 (1798). On the peasants Ivan and Demyd 
Onishchuk and their sons Pavlo and Klym from the village of Rakove accused of 
concealing of deserted soldiers. Sheet 1-14; 17-20 rev.; 30. (rus.). 

State Archives of Rivne Region (SARR). St. 22. Descr. 2. Case 207 (1848). The 
case of an unknown man wearing a soldier’s overcoat who called himself a peasant 
Maksym Antonov and was caught by a coachman from Ostroh post station. Sheet 3-4 
rev.; 18-25. (rus.). 

SARR. St. 384. Case 994 (1832). The case of deserting of four Polish soldiers 
from the Ohotskyi infantry regiment. Sheet 1-3; 15-19. 

State  Archives  of  Cherkassy  Region  (SAChR).  St.  660.  Descr.  1.  Vol.  1.  Case  
166 (1799). The Emperor’s Decrees on the search of deserted soldiers, serfs and 
deserted clerics. Sheet 1-3 rev.; 4-7. (rus.). 

SAChR. St. 660. Descr. 1. Vol. 1. Case 228 (1801). Correspondence with the 
Kyiv theological diaxtery about concealing of a deserted recruit by St.Mychailo’s 
monastery. Sheet 1-2 rev.; 3-5; 8-9. (rus.). 



255 

SAChR. St. 660. Descr. 1. Vol. 1. Case 1171 (1834). Correspondence with the 
police about forbiddance for the clergy to cater for persons without passports. Sheet 
4-6; 10-21. (rus.). 

Dovnar-Zapolskiy, M. (1912). Survey of the modern Russian history. Vol. 1. 
Kiev: B. Chokolov’s publishing house. (rus.). 

Zeddler, L. (ed.) (1854). Military encyclopedic lexicon. Vol. V. Saint-Petersburgh: 
The printing house of military educational institutions. (rus.). 

Ignatov, V. (2018). Deserters in the history of Russia and USSR. Moscow: 
Veche. (rus.). 

Kallash, V. (ed.) (1912). From “The Notes” by colonel A. K. Karpov. The twelfth 
year. In the memoir and correspondence by coevals. Moscow: Printing house of 
I. Sytin’s soc. (rus.). 

Kornilov, V. (2008). Recruit duty and internal situation within the Russian Army 
in the early 19th century. Vestnik MSPU. Series “Historical Sciences”. Moscow: 1 
(22). (rus.). 

Nazarian, E. (2012). Deserting in the Russian Army: causes and circumstances. 
Patriotic War of 1812. Sources. Monuments. Problems: the 27th International 
Conference proceedings. Mozhaisk. (rus.). 

The Complete Collection of Laws of the Russian Empire (CCLRE). Stock 1. Vol. 
V. 1797. On fines and ransoms for concealing and sheltering of military deserters. 

 18244. (rus.). 
CCLRE. Stock 1. Vol. V. 1798. On forbiddance to let the Russian deserters 

cross the Russian borders.  18608. (rus.). 
CCLRE.  Stock  1.  Vol.  V.  1798.  On  monetary  reward  for  catching  every  

deserter.  18784. (rus.). 
CCLRE. Stock 1. Vol. V. 1799. On distribution of deserted soldiers settled 

down in Kyiv Province.  18870. (rus.). 
CCLRE. Stock 1. Vol. VI. 1800. On the contribution of police investigation, 

on disclosed deserters’ protectors, with opinions directly to the Province Council.   
19241. (rus.).  

CCLRE. Stock 1. Vol. VI. 1800. On awards for transporting deserters to the 
County’s Authorities counting 10 rubles for each.  19270. (rus.). 

CCLRE. Stock 1. Vol. VII. 1812. On the rules of penalties and punishment 
for concealing of deserters and on proceeding and solution of such cases as priority. 

 25029. (rus.). 
CCLRE. Stock 2. Vol. II. 1827. On penalties for concealing deserters.  1540. 

(rus.). 
CCLRE. Stock 2. Vol. V. Sect. 2. 1830. On deportation of lower ranks after the 

first deserting in the nearest regiments where they had served before.  3926. (rus.). 
CCLRE. Stock 2. Vol. VI. Sect. 1. 1831. On the order how to demand reports about 

the lower military ranks who were caught or returned from deserting.  4757. (rus.). 
CCLRE. Stock 2. Vol. VII. 1832. On the measures to eradicate concealment of 

deserted soldiers.  5843. (rus.). 
CCLRE. Stock 2. Vol. . Sect. 1. 1834. On the measures to eradicate vagrants 

and sheltering of deserters in the Western Provinces.  6733. (rus.). 
CCLRE. Stock 2. Vol. IX. Sect. 2. 1838. On lower ranks explicated themselves as 

deserters.  11769. (rus.). 
CCLRE. Stock 2. Vol. XVI. Sect. 1. 1841. On most mercifully bestowed benefits 

and facilitation on the occasion of His Emperor’s Highness, Tsar’s Heir, Tsar’s Son 
and Great Prince Alexander Nikolayevich.  14460. (rus.). 



256 

Prutsakova, V. (2017). Deserting from Russian occupational corps in France. 
Izvestiia UrFU. Series 2. Humanitarian Sciences. 19 (1), 177-185. (rus.). 

Russian state military-historical archives (1990). VUA. Patriotic war of 1812. Vol. 
1. Part 1. Sect. 1. St.-Petersburg. 577 p. (rus.). 

Sydoruk, S. (2008a). Military obligations of Podillia population in the late 18th – 
early 19th century. Scholarly papers of Kamianets-Podilskyi state university: Historical 
sciences. 18, 300–308. (ukr.). 

Sydoruk, S. (2008b). Recruiting as a social phenomenon in folk poetry in Podillia. 
Education, science and culture in Podillia. 11, 364-373. (ukr.). 

Skrypnyk, A. (2012). Participation of Russian troops in partitions of Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth in Right-Bank Ukraine (1792-1795). Scholarly papers of 
Ternopil V. Hnatiuk national pedagogical university. Series: History. 1, 8-11. (ukr.). 

Skrypnyk, A. (2014). Peculiarities of settlement of the Russian troops in Right-
Bank Ukraine in the early 19th cent. Scholarly papers of Ternopil V. Hnatiuk national 
pedagogical university. Series: History. 2. (1), 30-37. (ukr.). 

Choliy, S. (2016). Deserting as a social phenomenon of late European modern 
(1871-1918). Vestnik of Baltic I. Kant federal university. Series: Humanities and Social 
sciences. 1, 39-48. (rus.). 

Stier, E. (1905). Fahnenflu ht und unerlaubte entfernung. Berlin. (germ.). 
 
Skrypnyk A.  
DESSERTING IN THE RUSSIAN ARMY IN THE EARLY 19th CENTURY: 

CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF THE PROBLEM 
 

The article presents the analysis of the reasons of soldiers’ deserting from the 
regular army of the Russian Empire. The author suggests scholarly interpretation and 
evaluation of this phenomenon in the research papers of historians and other present-day 
scholars. The relevant legislative framework is listed chronologically. It was produced in 
order to totally oppress both the soldiers’ desire to quit the military service and the 
sympathy of the local population who hid and assisted the deserters legally named 
criminals. In the course of the investigation, the Ukrainian historians’ approaches are 
being appealed to as they are devoid of imperial partiality and military aggrandizement 
but study it as primarily a social phenomenon of the Ukrainian society of the 19th century. 

The paper shows the attempts of the deserted soldiers to escape and avoid 
repressions and punishment on the side of the Imperial military-judicial mechanism, their 
desperate efforts to leave the territory of the Empire or dissolve among the local 
population. 

The repressive character of the officials from the county’s law enforcement 
institutions as well as the main stages of investigating measures usually resulting in 
ruthless sentences are analysed and described. The archives and legislative sources 
revealed social contradictions and conflicts between representatives of different social 
strata in the centre of which were the army deserters. There were motivations for the 
former to report, hunt the people for financial reward, settle scores between the village 
authorities and the villagers. After Right-Bank had been annexed by the Russian Empire, 
the problem of deserters was being solved quickly and decisively, in the style of Pavlo 
the First’s politics. 

Deserting has been proved to be one of the social and political drawbacks in the 
military mechanism of the Moscow state grounded on serfdom. As a result, the attitude 
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of the local authorities and population towards the deserted soldiers were contrary 
different which traditionally led to the conflicts between their representatives. 

The research underlines deserting as the widespread phenomenon on the territory of 
Ukraine where the Russian military regiments were settled, on the one hand, and the 
system of functions performed by the judicial and executive authority bodies in the 
counties and provinces directed at investigation and repressive measures against the 
deserted soldiers within the legislative field of the Empire, on the other. That is, it 
happened exactly when these deserters found themselves on that territory and under the 
judicial duties of the corresponding civil institutions. It all was because, in case of 
investigation undertaken by military courts attached to the army divisions and corps, the 
dialogue was short but the sentences – quite ferocious like “to beat with whips, to cut out 
nostrils or to send to galleys till the end of their lives”. 

Objectives. The author uses the available archives materials and scholarly works 
and aims at analysing their contents objectively and impartially. The key objective is to 
reveal the complicated and contradictory aspects of the Russian Imperial state politics 
concerning the persons who knowingly violated the law and to objectively evaluate the 
activity of the county’s law enforcement institutions in their combat with deserters. 

Methodology. The research is grounded on the historical-descriptive, historical-
systemic, historical-comparative and statistic methods which enabled to describe the 
specifics of relations between the official authorities and local population concerning 
military deserters as an illegal phenomenon in the country of serfdom. 

Conclusion. Throughout late 18th – early 19th centuries, the Russian authorities 
conducted purposeful and systemic struggle with deserting as a socio-political 
phenomenon in the army and society by means of exclusively repressive methods and 
tools. The system of the imperial state structure and the approaches towards principles of 
top officials appointment in the military assumed wide range of oppressive methods and 
intimidation. Meanwhile, the idea of an ordinary man being paltry and inadequate was 
carried forward into the social consciousness as well as the duty to diligently serve the 
autocratic state system. 

The unbearable conditions, often like those in prison or servitude, of service of the 
imperial army of serfs, high mortality among the military were the key reasons of origin 
and spread of deserting, mainly among recruits and young soldiers. With the course of 
time, there was a whole stratum of “incorrigible deserters” in the troops what indicated 
that the phenomenon was well-rooted and the military authorities could not cope with it. 

One of the leading directions in which the local bodies of civil executive power, the 
police and courts fulfilled their functions was intensive search of the deserted soldiers. In 
case they were caught, they got cruel sentences and corporal punishment. Concerning 
the local citizens daring to help the deserters and give shelter to them, the authorities 
understood clearly that the struggle would fail unless that social layer were destroyed or 
bribed. 

Key words: Russian Empire, regular army, deserting, concealment, legislation, local 
authorities, investigation, population. 


