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Turchak O. ,Truba R. 
RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN INTERSTATE RELATIONS ON THE EVE OF 

THE 2014 WAR 
 

The article deals with the analysis of the history of Russian-Ukrainian interstate 
relations on the eve of Russian aggression in 2014. A step-by-step overview of the 
development of these relations is offered. The creation and implementation of the legal 
framework of the outlined issues is considered. It was emphasized that the agreement on 
friendship, cooperation and partnership between Ukraine and the Russian Federation of 
May 31, 1997 was the basis of interstate relations between Ukraine and Russia. At the 
same time, the legal framework of these relations includes more than 370 interstate 
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documents. Despite such a broad legal basis, further military actions and Russia's 
aggressive foreign policy led to the destruction of the established norms of interstate 
coexistence. Armed aggression has destroyed the whole complex of contractual and 
legal relations between the two countries. In particular, on April 1, 2019, this agreement 
expired due to the adoption by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of the Law of Ukraine 
"On Termination of the Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Partnership between 
Ukraine and the Russian Federation." 

In these interstate relations, Russia views Ukraine exclusively in the context of 
Slavic unity and the "Russian world." Ukraine's attempts to break out of the "fraternal 
embrace" of its eastern neighbor are perceived as a threat and challenge to the future of 
the new empire. 

Attention is drawn to the combination of Russia's aggressive policy with its post-
war pressure on Ukraine and, ultimately, on the entire world community. A striking 
example of this political course can be, in particular, the so-called "Kharkov agreements". 

The aggressor country used a wide range of means to achieve a strategy to prevent 
Ukraine from signing an agreement with the EU and getting involved in the Customs 
Union. 

Nevertheless, at the interstate level, Russia has declared positive trends in the 
development of mutual relations in the spirit of friendship and good neighborliness. 

Key words: interstate relations, interstate contractual and legal relations, Russian 
aggressive foreign policy, external threats, negotiations. 


