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PART I: FOREIGN EXPERIENCE OF PEACEFUL CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

 

Water conflicts, like any other form of conflict between countries, lead to unstable 
situations in various parts of the world and cause international concern. As the issue of 
water disputes has been repeatedly raised in the world's scientific discourse, the aim has 
been to single out from the general information that relating to disputes over access to 
the sea. Moreover, the focus is on those episodes where the solution was invented 
peacefully. Recourse to such methods of cognition as induction and deduction, content 
analysis, analysis-discourse, use of historical-typological, historical-comparative and 
historical-systemic approaches made it possible to highlight the issues considered in the 
study and allowed to present the material in a clear and logical completeness. The 
analysis allowed us to propose an author's division of the realization of the aspirations of 
states to access to water into options: the first - gaining access to the sea by renting 
seaports in another country by concluding bilateral agreements (Ethiopia); the second - 
retention of access to the sea in accordance with the decision of the International Court 
of Justice (Honduras); third  rejection by an international court of a claim for access to 
the sea (Bolivia); fourth  gaining access to the sea by joining the regional union 
(Paraguay). As a result of the conducted scientific generalizations, it was concluded that 
there is no universal solution to the problem of meeting the needs of countries that do 
not border the sea or the ocean, but seek to do so. This is primarily due to the 
geographical location of the country, the difference in the origin of the problem, 
diplomatic relations with the coastal country and the unwillingness of the conflicting 
parties to peaceful dialogue. At the same time, the peaceful settlement of disputes over 
access to the high seas must be a major challenge and can be achieved through the 
intergovernmental efforts of both the international community and the representatives of 
the states between which they arose. This decision will directly depend on the will of the 
transit countries in combination with the decency of the states that will use its territory, 
transport and port infrastructure. In the event of a friendly agreement, both sides of the 
conflict will only benefit, as they will demonstrate the capacity for dialogue and 
international cooperation, which in turn will increase their attractiveness and reliability 
as partners in trade with foreign countries. 

Keywords: water conflicts, access to the sea, lease of seaports, territorial waters, 
freedom of transit. 

 
 


