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Kozak M. 
SABER AS AN OFFENSIVE WEAPON AND MILITARY SYMBOL IN 

THE HALYCH AND VOLYN PRINCIPALITIES IN THE XI–XIV CENTURIES 
 
The  study  of  the  specifics  of  armament  of  troops  on  the  territory  of  Ukraine  

during the princely era, the search for regional differences and the place of certain 
weapons in the general complex of armaments remains a promising issue of domestic 
science of armaments at the present stage of its development. The most characteristic 
group of medieval weapons is the long bladed weapon, which in all medieval peoples 
was a material attribute of the knighthood. 

Among the bladed weapons of Rus’ next to the sword in the X century acquires 
the saber, which in some regions is becoming quite common weapon. The author of 
the article aims to identify the place of the saber in the armament of the troops of the 
Galician-Volynian lands in the period of XI–XIV centuries on the basis of the analysis 
of known material finds and written sources, their verification and comprehensive 
analysis and identify the factors of proliferation of these weapons. 

Given that the saber is mentioned only once in the Galician-Volynian chronicle 
and the material finds are few compared to the finds of swords, the author concludes 
that we cannot talk about a very significant spread of the saber among local troops. 

In addition, the author draws attention to the fact that the existing finds of sabers 
from the territories of Galicia and Volyn, with few exceptions, are difficult to attribute 
as weapons of local troops. This in turn confirms the author's assumption that as of the 
XII-XIV centuries. the saber was not the dominant type of offensive blade weapon. 

It is most likely that the armament complex of local troops was formed under the 
influence of European trends, which is expressed in the fact that knightly military 
technology is the dominant trend in the armament of professional warriors of these 
territories throughout the Middle Ages. 

Keywords: saber, sword, Galych-Volyn principality, medieval Izyaslavl, Danylo 
Romanovych, armament complex. 

 


