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Denysiuk V.  
 
TRANSPORT PROBLEMS IN THE FRONT-LINE TERRITORIES OF 

THE VOLYN DURING THE FIRST WORLD WAR. 
 
The functioning of transport on the front-line territories of the Volyn province 

during the First World War is analyzed in the article. The boundaries of the concept of 
«front-line territories» have been clarified. The state of affairs in the railway and 
transport system in general on the eve of the war in the region is established. The key 
changes in the functioning of transport after the beginning of the war are 
characterized. The main factors of the development of processes in the transport 
sector were determined and analyzed, in particular the priority of military goals and 
needs; insufficient development of road saturation in the Russian Empire, in particular 
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in Right Bank Ukraine; crisis phenomena in the provision of food, fuel and other 
goods in the region; the presence in the province and the movement through it of a 
large number of refugees; seasonal off-road etc. 

The core problems of railway operation in wartime conditions have been 
identified. A significant increase in automobile transport at this time and the 
consequences of such a change has been established. The key elements of the growth 
of the load on the transport system of the Volyn province were analyzed: railways and 
land routes. The main consequences for Volyn of systemic problems that arose and 
became more complicated on the railway during the war years are characterized. The 
key importance of transport hubs – cities and towns that were at the intersection of 
railway and land routes and were the main structural components of logistics in the 
front-line territories – was clarified. 

On the basis of a comparison of the main elements of the problem in the region 
and the Russian Empire in general with the development of the transport system 
during the First World War in such states as Great Britain, Germany, Austria-
Hungary, common and distinctive features are identified.  

Key words: city, First World War, transport, transport system, railway, refugees. 
 


