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Drohobytsky . 
 

UKRAINIAN ARMY AS A GUARANTEE OF UKRAINIAN STATEHOOD: 
FEATURES OF THE OUN (b) MILITARY CONCEPT ON THE EVE OF THE 

NAZI-SOVIET CONFLICT 
 
The process of national state-building with the ultimate goal of establishing a 

Ukrainian independent cathedral state should be considered one of the defining 
milestones of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (Bandera’s part). The 
formation of a full-fledged state body, in turn, required the parallel development of 
the national army. The urgency of the formation of the armed forces was emphasized 
by the circumstances of the beginning of the Second World War. The reality prompted 
the leadership of the mentioned structure to search for opportunities and ways to 
implement the specified components of the national goal. 

The materials of the article analyze the military dimension of the issue of national 
statehood in the interpretation of the leadership of the radical wing of Ukrainian 
nationalists at that stage. The conceptual and theoretical foundations of the process of 
building up the national armed forces in the view of representatives of the leadership 
of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (Banderiv residents) have been 
analyzed. Territorial-administrative features of domestic military construction are 
determined. 

The efforts of the activists of the then revolutionary wing of the nationalist 
movement to expand the issue of the formation of the armed forces in a practical 
dimension, in particular in the form of an insurgent movement and regular units of the 
«Ukrainian National Revolutionary Army», are outlined. 

The specifics of the mentioned process are presented in a generalized form. The 
components of the concepts of the development of the national armed forces, as well 
as individual stages of their formation, taking into account the social and political 
trends of the development of individual regions of Ukraine, are generally outlined. 

The defined complex of events is presented against the background of reflecting 
the relationship of the occupation regimes to national state aspirations. It is asserted 
that the process of building up the national regular armed forces and its intermediate 
stages in the forms of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (Volyn, 1942 1943) and the 
Ukrainian People's Self-Defense Force (Halichyna, 1943) should be considered in the 
perspective of building up the regular armed forces. The final goal of their functioning 
is emphasized in the form of obtaining and establishing the Ukrainian independent 
cathedral state. 

Key words: statehood, armed forces, insurgent movement, Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists, Ukrainian Insurgent (Povstanska) Army, Ukrainian National Self-defense 
(Samooborona). 


