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Kutska O., Skorych L. 
 
FEATURES OF THE COMBAT USE OF AVIATION OF THE GROUND 

FORCES OF UKRAINE DURING THE FIRST STAGE OF THE ANTI-
TERRORIST OPERATION (APRIL-SEPTEMBER 2014) 

 
The article is devoted to the participation of the aviation of the Ground Forces of 

the Armed Forces of Ukraine in the first (maneuver) stage of the Anti-Terrorist Operation 
in the East of Ukraine, which covered the period from mid-April to the beginning of 
September 2014. Both types of helicopters, which were in service with the units, were 
actively used in combat operations during this period of army aviation – Mi-8 and Mi-24. 
Mi-8 performed tasks related to the transportation of personnel, weapons and other 
cargo, landing of airborne troops, search and rescue support and aeromedical evacuation. 
The Mi-24's range of tasks was narrower – it was reduced to fire support of ground 
troops using unguided missiles, onboard guns and machine guns. The use of army 
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aviation was limited due to the active opposition of the enemy, who used modern Russian-
made MANPADS and other air defense equipment. This made it necessary to change 
the flight profile – to operate mainly at extremely low altitudes. Given the remoteness of 
the permanent airfields, helicopters operated from several advanced airfields, and field 
sites were also used. In general, it was the aviation (including the aviation of the 
Ground Forces) that was one of the factors that, during the maneuverable period of the 
Anti-Terrorist Operation, made combat operations asymmetric, giving an advantage to 
the Ukrainian troops. 

The experience of army aviation operations in the anti-terrorist operation showed 
that the effectiveness of the combat use of military units of the ground forces aviation 
depends to a large extent on countering the enemy's air defense forces and means in 
the flight lane (area of operations) of the ground forces aviation units. The task of 
defeating air defense equipment of the rebeliants in the flight lane (area of operations) 
of the aviation units of the is quite difficult. 

Keywords: Anti-terrorist operation, Armed Forces of Ukraine, combat operations, 
army aviation, Ground Forces aviation, helicopter. 
  


