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Myronovych A. 
 
REALISATION OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS IN THE ARMED FORCES OF 

UKRAINE DURING THE ANTI-TERRORIST OPERATION IN THE 
TERRITORY OF DONETSK AND LUHANSK REGIONS (2014-2018) 

 
The need to study the experience of implementing public relations in the Armed 

Forces of Ukraine during the Anti-Terrorist Operation (ATO) in Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions in 2014-2018 is relevant in view of the need to provide recommendations on 
this control function, in particular, taking into account NATO standards. 

The urgency of the chosen topic and the defined historical period also means that 
the armed aggression of the russian federation against Ukraine is an example of modern 
conflicts when to achieve its goal, the aggressor country actively used all available forces 
and means to gain an advantage both on the battlefield and in the mass media sphere. 

The russian elite, intelligence agencies and military authorities of the russian federation 
focused on the information component, including propaganda, information and 
psychological measures, and the sharing of narratives convenient for the invaders in 
public diplomacy and community relations. 

Public relations in the overall system of strategic communications became an 
integral part of the military administration during the ATO in 2014-2018. The search 
for new approaches in this area was required to fully respond to the needs of society 
for reliable and timely information about the course of combat and other actions 
within the framework of Ukraine's defense. In addition, they were important for the 
establishment of an effective system of counteracting the permanent information and 
psychological influence of the enemy and anti-Ukrainian propaganda. 

The article analyses the development and implementation of Public Affairs (PA) 
in the Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU) in the interests of the ATO. The results of the 
study of the system of functioning of public relations bodies in military 
administration, the table of organization and equipment of these units, their role and 
place in the system of strategic communications, implementation of certain approaches of 
the armies of NATO member states are also presented. 

The result of the dynamic evolutionary processes in the field of military public 
relations  over  the  four  years  of  the  ATO  is  the  creation  of  a  well-established  and  tested  
system of information crisis situations that can react quickly and effectively to 
information threats in the context of modern hybrid warfare. 

Keywords: public affairs, ATO, strategic communications, information warfare, NATO, 
mass media. 


