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Kharuk A., Zeleniy V. 
 

OFFICIAL UKRAINIAN PUBLICATIONS ABOUT THE RUSSIAN-
UKRAINIAN WAR AND THEIR USE IN HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

 
The article examines official Ukrainian publications devoted to repelling the aggression 

of  the  Russian  Federation  against  Ukraine.  It  is  noted  that  the  period  of  the  Anti-
Terrorist Operation / Joint Forces Operation is rather weakly reflected in such publications. 
The most thorough of them is the «White Book of the Anti-Terrorist Operation in 
Eastern Ukraine (2014-2016)». 

The start of the full-scale invasion of Ukraine by the Russian Federation troops 
on February 24, 2022 caused a very quick reaction of state scientific institutions. 
From the first days, work began on the creation of official descriptions and chronicles 
of events. The approaches to their compilation are different, and the substantive content is 
also different. «Military-historical description of the Russian-Ukrainian war» (edited by 
Ministry of Defense of Ukraine and General Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine) is 
the most accurate of the analyzed publications. A significant part of the volume of the 
issues of this issue concerns military-political and military-economic factors, as well 
as the general characteristics of the strategic situation. The very description of warfare 
in most cases is characterized by a certain degree of generalization. These publications 
can help to reconstruct the general situation and sequence of events during the 
investigation of a particular operation. «Chronicle of War» (edited by National Defense 
University of Ukraine), on the other hand, is characterized by great detail and is practically 
devoid of generalizations. Its materials can help in reconstructing specific episodes of 
combat operations. As a starting point for research when examining individual operations, 
in our opinion, it is advisable to use the Military History Research Center of the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine publications. 

Keywords: armed aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, Anti-terrorist 
operation, Armed Forces of Ukraine, combat operations, historiography. 
  


