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Kuznietsov M. 
 

OPERATION «FRIDERICUS-1» AS A PRELUDE TO THE «BLUE» 
OFFENSIVE OPERATION. PREPARATION FOR THE LIQUIDATION OF 

THE BARVINKIVSKY PLATZDARM 
 
World War II, like many other wars in human history, was marked by human 

casualties, the loss of weaponry and military equipment, and the destruction of civilian 
and military infrastructure. High-quality planning and execution of military operations 
played a significant role in reducing these losses and destruction, both during World 
War II and in modern conflicts like the Russian-Ukrainian conflict. 

Among the many operations conducted during World War II, there were operations 
on the Kharkiv Front in May 1942, such as the Soviet Kharkiv Offensive Operation 
and Operation «Fridericus-1» by the Axis powers. 

Operation «Fridericus-1» aimed to eliminate the Barvinkove bridgehead held by 
the Soviet Red Army, preceding the German summer offensive toward the Caucasus 
and Stalingrad in 1942. Ultimately, it was intended to lead to the destruction of the Red 
Army and the Soviet Union as a whole, as part of Adolf Hitler's vision for Lebensraum in 
the east and the conquest of new territories for colonization.  

This article outlines the general plan of the operation, the planning process, and 
the challenges faced in its preparation. It discusses issues such as the material and 
technical support of the Axis forces, the elimination of resistance from partisans and 
representatives of the national liberation movement in the occupied territory of Ukraine, 
and how these challenges were addressed and overcome. 

The composition of the German, Romanian, and Hungarian forces that were directly 
prepared to participate in the operation or played a supporting role is examined, along 
with their positions in the offensive. 

In the presentation of this work, archival and journalistic materials, memoirs, and 
documents from the Wehrmacht related to this topic are used. Emphasis is placed on 
the aspects of high-quality planning of the operation and the factors that hindered it. 
Controversial views on the execution of the operation during the preparation stage 
among representatives of the higher German military-political leadership are also discussed. 

Keywords: World War II, Offensive operation «Fridericus-1», OUN (B), Wehrmacht, 
Hitler Coalition Forces. 


