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Lagodych V. 
 
«HE BRIBED THOSE WHOM HE COULD NOT DEFEAT IN BATTLE»: 

THE KING OF AUSTRASIA SIGEBERT'S WAR WITH AVARS 
 

The Avars, a conglomerate of Mongoloid nomads who migrated to Central–Eastern 
Europe from the Western Asian steppes during the 560s, were quickly integrated into 
the region's diplomatic system. The main catalyst for this was the diplomacy of the 
Byzantine Empire, in which rulers were interested in the appearance of a new ally on 
the Danube region. Due to Romei’s economic and military attrition in the Balkans, the 
proto–state created by nomads, known in historiography as the Avar Khanate, began 
an active foreign policy against the Empire in later years. As a result, the political history 
of those «Attila successors» in the 6 cent. is known almost entirely through the 
accounts of Byzantine contemporaries such as Theophylact Simocatta, Menander Protector, 
and Agathias Scholasticus. At the same time, Avar Khan Bayan I considered as a potential 



273 

vector of expansion lands west of the Vienna Woods–the borders of the divided Kingdom 
of Franks and, above all, the Kingdom of Austrasia. 

Unlike relations with East Roman Empire, which were marked by instability, 
short–term treaties, and the participation of both sides’ diplomatic embassies, relations 
between Bayan and Austrasian King Sigebert I (561–575) began with a series of raids 
on Frankish lands. The participation of ambassadors from the Avars and Franks was 
minimal. Warfare was different too; unlike the successors of Justinian the Great (527–565), 
the specific evolution of authority in Germanic kingdoms on Western Rome’s ruins, 
Sigebert was not afraid to take part in repelling the attack of the «Huns», which 
eventually ended by capturing the Frankish monarch and signing the long–term peace 
treaty with the Avars, which was not violated in the next two centuries. 

The article contains the peculiarities of the domestic political development of the 
Kingdom of Franks and Avars conglomerate during the first half of the 6 century, 
based on the reports of Frank, byzantine and langobard historians of the second half of 
the 6–9 cent. The author made an attempt to recreate the chronology of the Avars’ war 
with King Sigebert I of Austrasia and the circumstances that escalated the conflict. Factors 
that contributed to the expansion of the Avars against the Frankish Kingdom of Austrasia, 
the withdrawal of Sigebert’s state, and the nomadic polity's withdrawal from the state 
of armed confrontation are analyzed. 

Keywords: Avar Khanate, Bayan I, Kingdom of the Franks, Austrasia, Sigebert I, 
diplomatic relations 
  


