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MILITARY HISTORY OF INTERWAR LITHUANIA (1918-1940) IN THE 
LIGHT OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH BY KLAIPEDA UNIVERSITY 

SCIENTISTS 
 

The article highlights the state and prospects of further scientific development of 
military-historical issues related to the period of the interwar Lithuanian state, by 
scientists of the Institute of History and Archeology of the Baltic Region of Klaipeda 
University (KU). This publication does not bypass the all-Lithuanian context, including 
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a retrospective of previous military-historical studies in Lithuania from the beginning 
to the present. The main stages of the formation of the military component of historical 
research in KU are determined. The work of the research group "War and Society of 
the 20th Century" is analyzed through the prism of the implementation of project 
activities and beyond it. In general, it is determined that the list of components of the 
composite of military-historical studies of the interwar period is very wide: the history 
of diferent branches and types of troops, paramilitary formations, organization, structure 
and armament of the regular army, doctrinal component, theory of military-historical 
studies, etc. KU researchers are guided by the aspiration to atomize the target topic, 
highlight the smallest moments of each of the fragments of the overall mosaic. So, in 
particular, among the issues raised was the internal structure of the life of a military 
unit in the interwar period (domestic relations of servicemen, daily activities, holidays 
and weekdays, traditions of Lithuanian military fraternity, living environment, hygiene). 
The systematization and actualization of the experience of the interwar period creates 
the necessary conditions for its use in the formation of the modern armed forces of 
Lithuania, renewal of the national security system. At the same time, the involvement 
of a comparativist approach makes it possible to capture subregional and regional contexts 
and creates additional vectors for future research. 

Keywords: Military history, interwar Lithuania, historiography, Institute of History 
and Archeology of the Baltic Region (Klaipeda University), «War and society in the 
20th century». 
  


