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Kharuk A. 
NAVY’S RIVER FLOTILIA OF THE ARMED FORCES OF UKRAINE  

AND ITS PREDECESSORS 
 

The article examines the development of the river component of the Navy of the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine. It is noted that for a very short period (May 1995 – early 1996) 
there  was  a  brigade  of  river  ships  on  the  Danube.  After  that,  for  a  long  time,  the  river  
component of the Security and Defense Forces of Ukraine was represented only by parts of 
the State Border Service. An attempt to recreate the river component as part of the Navy 
was made in 2013-2014, but it turned out to be short-lived. From the summer of 2021, the 
active development of the Dnipro river water area by the Naval Forces began. Thanks to 
this, in March 2022, the formation of a river flotilla on the Dnieper began. It included two 
separate divisions of river boats (in Kyiv and Zaporizhzhia). The river flotilla was first 
equipped with mobilized civilian boats, and from the fall of 2022, specially built boats 
began to arrive – both Ukrainian-made and those transferred by partner countries as part of 
military-technical assistance. In addition, coastal missile (anti-boat) complexes were also 
obtained. The river flotilla of the Navy of the Armed Forces of Ukraine performs tasks, in 
general, similar to those performed by river flotillas during the Second World War or 
the Vietnam War: support of land units on the shore and islands, amphibious landings, 
river crossing of personnel and cargo, patrolling of the river water area. Air defense 
became an additional important function. 

Keywords: Navy of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, river flotilla, river boats, Russian-
Ukrainian war, large-scale invasion of Russian troops in Ukraine. 


