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Kutska O. 
ARPAD LINE – A DEFENSE STRUCTURE IN THE EASTERN 

CARPATHIANS DURING WORLD WAR II 
 

The study is devoted to one of the fortification lines, which was built during the 
Second World War and played an important role in restraining the advance of the Red 
Army in the late summer - autumn of 1944 - the Arpad line. The author proposed his 
own approach to studying this issue. Namely: first, the general characteristics of the 
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state of affairs in the European theater of war and the significance of engineering 
equipment in the defense system of Hitler's troops in the Carpathian Mountains is 
disclosed. Next, the preparation of the parties for the conduct of hostilities is described: 
respectively, the offensive of the Red Army and the defense of the Hungarian troops in 
the Eastern Carpathians. In order to form an idea about the theater of military 
operations, the physical-geographical and climatic characteristics of the mountain 
massif of the then Eastern line of defense are provided. Considerable attention was 
paid to the process of construction by Hungarians of fortifications directly in the 
mountainous and forested area and to the equipment of engineering embankments on 
the approaches to the Arpad line and in the valley sluices. In the end, an analysis of the 
course of hostilities during the Eastern Carpathian operation by the Soviet troops and 
the actions of the Ukrainian fronts, which contributed to the Red Army's overcoming 
of the Carpathian Mountains, was carried out. 

It was clarified: the Red Army did not break through the defenses in the 
Carpathians, but overcame the mountains, moving behind the retreating 1st Hungarian 
Army. Bypassing the Arpad line by Soviet troops cannot be considered a failure in the 
mountains. This is a strategic maneuver that took place as a result of unsuccessful 
assaults on enemy fortifications by the 4th Ukrainian Front along with the effective 
offensive of the 1st and 2nd Ukrainian Fronts in other directions. Considerable 
attention is paid to the description of the process of construction by the Hungarians of 
the fortifications of the Arpad line. 

Keywords: World War II, Arpad Line, Red Army, Kingdom of Hungary, defense, 
offensive. 


