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Shelestak L.  

SYSTEM OF MILITARY TRAINING OF STUDENTS OF HIGHER 
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS OF THE POLISH PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC 

(1949 – 1991) 
 
The study examines and analyzes the main stages of the establishment of the 

military training system for students of higher education institutions in the Polish 
People’s Republic. The specificity of the research lies in studying the experience of a 
country – the member of the Warsaw Treaty Organization, where students military 
training was introduced similarly with the military training system in the Soviet Union.  
It is important to note, that in the second half of the 20th century a large part of Central 
and Eastern Europe fell into the sphere of influence of the Soviet Union. In this area, 
socialist governments loyal to the Soviet Union were created. They worked according to 
the instructions of the hegemonic state, and the countries turned into so-called «people's 
democracy» states. Thus, in the mid-1950s, the Warsaw Pact Organization was created, 
which aimed to oppose the Western powers and cemented the bipolarity of the world. 
Therefore, the formation of military personnel in the Soviet Union and in the countries 
that depended on it took an important place in their military and political life. 

The author’s goal is not to compare two military training systems but to highlight 
the features and legal aspects of the students military training in the Polish People’s 
Republic. The main laws and decrees that introduced the military training system, as 
well as its frequent changes and reforms, were analyzed.  

Based on the used materials and sources, the author concluded that the students 
military training in higher education institutions of the Polish People’s Republic was 
introduced to increase the number of trained reserves in specific military specialties 
needed by the army, which was part of the Eastern or Soviet Bloc. Students military 
training in the educational institutions of the Polish People’s Republic in the post-war 
period began in accordance with the Law of April 7, 1949 «On military service of 
students of higher educational institutions». The training itself started in 1949–1950. This 
system underwent several changes and reforms and was abolished after the political 
changes in Poland and the geopolitical changes in the world after 1991 due to its 
irrelevance and the adaptation of the Polish army to NATO standards and requirements. 

Keywords: military training, reserve officers, Warsaw Treaty Organization, Polish 
People’s Republic, Universities. 


