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Kalyayev A., Skorych L. 
ADAPTATION OF LIGHT MULTIPURPOSE HELICOPTERS TO  
THE PERFORMANCE OF ATTACK TASKS: THE HISTORICAL 

EXPERIENCE OF POLAND 
 

The article is devoted to the analysis of the conversion programs of light 
multipurpose helicopters into attack helicopters, which were implemented in Poland 
from the late 1960s to the beginning of the 21st century. Thanks to the presence of its 
own production base and design bureau, it was possible to create a number of suitable 
variants of the Mi-2 and W-3 helicopters. In the early 1970s, the Armed Forces of Poland 
received several variants of the Mi-2, capable of using different weapons systems (small 
arms, unguided missiles or anti-tank guided missiles). Until the early 2020s, these 
helicopters served in parts of the first line, although they did not undergo any 
modernization during the period of service. 

The Mi-2, despite its limited flight characteristics and weak armament, was used 
as a classic attack helicopter – an alternative to the much more expensive Mi-24. 
Armed variants of the W-3 were intended for other tasks - primarily, ensuring the actions of 
airmobile units. At the same time, the impact functions appeared as secondary. The 
armed rescue helicopter W-3PL, which appeared at the beginning of the 21st century 
and received a completely updated on-board equipment that meets modern standards, 
should be especially noted. 

Keywords: army aviation, multipurpose helicopter, attack helicopter, modernization, 
Poland. 
 
  


