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Demianiuk O. 

UKRAINIZATION OF THE ARMY IN THE BACKGROUND  
OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE UKRAINIAN REVOLUTION  

IN THE SPRING OF 1917 
 
The initial period of Ukrainization of military units of the russian imperial army 

in the spring of 1917 is analyzed. During this period, the Ukrainian Revolution was 
gaining its momentum, and domestic politicians were choosing the guidelines for the 
future Ukrainian statehood. In those conditions, the confrontation between two 
directions was clearly defined – the independentist one (as defined by M. Mikhnovskyi and 
his supporters from the circle of the Ukrainian military) and the moderate one (as 
developed by representatives of Ukrainian social democracy, primarily V. Vynnychenko, 
M. Porsh, S. Petliura, M. Tkachenko, and others. 

The article deals with the struggle for Ukrainization in rear units, combat units, 
and naval crews, owing to the fact that revolutionary events led to democratic 
transformations in the army units of the imperial army, primarily on the Southwestern 
Front and, to a lesser extent, the Romanian Front, both of which operated in Ukrainian 
territories. The empire, to a certain extent, considered the emergence of Polish, 
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Czechoslovak, and Serbian units favorably, but did completely not accept Ukrainization in 
its army. 

In the first spring months, two public organizations stood in charge of changes in 
the army – the Ukrainian Military Organizational Committee (chairman – Colonel 
O. Hlynskyi) and the Club named after Hetman Pavlo Polubotok (leader – Lieutenant 
(“poruchyk”) M. Mikhnovskyi). Unfortunately, the same cannot be said about the 
political leadership of the state, represented by members of the Ukrainian Central 
Rada, which took a wait-and-see position and mostly supported Ukrainization only 
verbally and declaratively. 

In the background of the spontaneous growth of Ukrainization, the 1st Ukrainian 
Regiment named after Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytskyi was created, which was not 
recognized by either russian politicians or russian generals. The russian military 
command in every way hindered the process of Ukrainization and the creation of 
Ukrainian units in parts of the imperial army. Only on the eve of the beginning of the 
First All-Ukrainian Military Congress, when the regiment was de facto created, the 
command of the Southwestern Front recognized its existence, although it limited its 
quantitative composition. 

The First All-Ukrainian Military Congress, which took place in Kyiv on May 5-8, 
1917, failed to unite Ukrainian politicians and military around the idea of creating a 
Ukrainian national army, although it adopted a dozen resolutions. This was to be dealt 
with by the newly formed Ukrainian Military General Committee, but, eventually, this 
proved to be impossible to do this in a short time. The Provisional Government did 
not accept any arguments for Ukrainization, and the number of Ukrainian soldiers 
wishing to join national formations in the russian army was growing spontaneously. 
The need to convene the Second All-Ukrainian Military Congress was maturing. 

Keywords: Ukrainian Revolution, Ukrainization in the army, First All-Ukrainian 
Military Congress, Ukrainian Military General Committee. 
  


