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Vasechko O. 
HALICIAN BATTALION DURING THE BATTLE OF OLSHANITSYA  

MAY 31 – JUNE 2, 1920 
 

The article analyzes the participation of Galicians from the battalion of the 132nd 
Plastun Brigade of the 44th Rifle Division of the Red Army in the battle near the 
Olshanytsia station against the Polish Army on May 31 – June 2 during the Polish-
Ukrainian-Soviet War of 1920. After the defeat in World War I, the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire collapsed and new national states emerged in Eastern and Central Europe.. 
Among them was the Western Ukrainian People's Republic (ZUNR), against which 
the Polish Republic immediately launched a war. The armed forces of the Western 
Ukrainian People's  Republic,  known as the Galician Army, were forced to retreat  to 
Central Ukraine under pressure from the Polish Army, where, after a series of events, 
the  Galician  Army  was  forced  to  submit  to  the  Bolsheviks  as  the  Red  Ukrainian  
Galician  Army (ChUGA).  Together  with  the  Red  Army,  the  ChUGA held  the  front  
against the Poles. However, in April – May 1920, part of the CHUGA forces raised an 
anti-Bolshevik uprising, and part was captured by the Poles. The Galician battalion of 
Petro Sheremeta became the only CHUGA unit that survived and remained on the 
side of the Bolsheviks. It took part in the battle near the Olshanytsia station.            
The events preceding this battle, the composition and plans of the participants, the 
course of the battle itself, the results and consequences for the parties are highlighted, 
based on published archival documents and memoirs of contemporaries,. The role and 
place of the Galician unit in this battle are presented, in particular, the circumstances 
of the fighting in the Kaharlyk’s region on May 31, 1920, which ended in defeat for 
the Galicians. Although this battle ended in failure for the Bolsheviks and the 
Galicians, it was part of a broad counteroffensive by the Red Army that changed the 
balance of powers in Central Ukraine in June 1920. The further fate of the Galician 
battalion and individual fates of famous figures are briefly presented. 

Keywords: Red Ukrainian Galician Army, Galician battalion, Polish-Soviet War, 
Red Army, Polish Army. 
  


