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Zinkev ch R., Holyk M. 
CREATION OF THE UKRAINIAN MILITARY CLUB NAMED AFTER 

HETMAN P. POLUBOTK  AND ITS ROLE IN THE ORGANIZATION OF 
THE FIRST UKRAINIAN MILITARY UNITS 

 
The article examines the revolutionary processes that began in Russia in the 

spring of 1917 after the overthrow of the autocracy and how they affected a significant part 
of the Russian army, including Ukrainians. The prerequisites and reasons for the 
creation of the Ukrainian Military Club named after Hetman P. Polubotko, his actions 
in organizing Ukrainian military units are analyzed. The role of Mykola Mikhnovsky 
in the activities of the club. The creation of the Ukrainian Military Organizing 
Committee and its significance in the creation of Ukrainian military units. The attitude 
to the military issue of Ukrainian political leaders is outlined. The activities of the 
Military Club named after Hetman P. Polubotko in forming the First Ukrainian Cossack 
Regiment named after B. Khmelnytsky are analyzed. The ideological differences 
between the Polubotkos and the Central Rada in relation to Ukrainian military 
construction are shown. The role of the club in preparing for the convening of the 
Ukrainian military congress is outlined. The process of forming the Second Ukrainian 
Regiment named after Hetman P. Polubotko is highlighted. The reasons for the armed 
uprising of the regiment named after P. Polubotko and the role of the independentists 
in it. The significance of the activities of the Ukrainian Military Club named after 
P. Polubotko in the formation of the first Ukrainian military formations is analyzed. 

At this time, the leaders of the Central Rada, who represented the Ukrainian 
revolutionary democracy headed by V. Vynnychenko, considered the formation of a 
regular Ukrainian army to be unnecessary and dangerous and wanted to use it only to 
strengthen the authority of the Central Rada before the all-Russian revolutionary 
democracy and the Provisional Government. 

In the spring of 1917, it was the Ukrainian Military Club that initiated the 
creation of its own armed forces and, despite the opposition of the leaders of the 
Central Rada, began the creation of the first Ukrainian regiments, which were to become 
the prototype of the Ukrainian army. The leaders of the club showed that the military 
issue is of great importance in the state-building process. 

Keywords: Ukrainian Military Club, Ukrainian Military Organizing Committee, 
Ukrainian Cossack Regiment, M. Mikhnovsky, Ukrainization, Army. 
  


