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Mereniuk Kh. 
ROSTYSLAV MYKHAILOVYCH AND VORSH ON THE MILITARY 

» OF 1245 
 
The paper analyzed the chronicle passage about the « » held near walls of 

Yaroslavin 1245. It was demonstrated that the Rus’ian scriber paid special attention to 
this event, which also indicates the spread of European competitive traditions among 
the Rus’ian military elite. In addition to the symbolic significance (prince Rostyslav's 
punishment for excessive pride and underestimation of the enemy) and elements of 
«omen» characteristic of medieval historiography, practical, realistic aspects should 
be noted. The Galician-Volynian nobility knew about and participated in «spear 
games». These tournaments originated in Europe and came to the Romanovid’s state 
through the contacts of the local elite with Hungarian and Polish nobles. It was clear 
from the context that these competitions were not planned, that is, they were not 
announced in advance, and Rostyslav Mykhailovych «challenged» his opponent 
during  the  military  campaign.  There  was  also  no  evidence  of  special  ceremonies,  a  
pre-planned tournament event with a list of participants, as was often the case in the 
«knightly world». Without diminishing the importance of Western European traditions in 
the development of the Romanovid state, the proposed game (or ) could mean a 
military competition called hastilude, which took place both individually and en 
masse and could be part of a general tournament. In this situation, there was no 
evidence of a larger general competition. Therefore, it was most likely an individual 
“game” between two opponents. In addition, the chronicler was familiar with such 
practices, so he did not explain what «game» meant, but only recorded Prince 
Rostyslav's injury and the injury of his horse. It was indicated that this influenced the 
course of the Battle of Yaroslav in 1245: it was not known how serious the shoulder 
injury of the pretender to the Galician throne was, but it could have reduced his 
combat capabilities. It was also known that during the battle prince Rostyslav lost his 
horse, which was important for a medieval warrior. Defeat in the « » was not only 
a bad omen for him, but also had quite practical negative consequences. 

Keywords: Galician-Volynaian state, battle of Yaroslav, prince Rostyslav 
Mykhailovych, “ ”.  


