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Pahiria O.  
AVGUSTYN VOLOSHYN AND THE PROBLEM OF MILITARY 

DEVELOPMENT IN CARPATHO-UKRAINE (1938 – 1939) 
 
Drawing on archival sources, memoirs, and press materials, the article reveals 

one of the little-known aspects of the multifaceted activities of Avgustyn Voloshyn, as 
the head of the autonomous government and the president of Carpatho-Ukraine, 
namely, his policies on the military development in Transcarpathia in 1938–1939. In 
strategic terms, the Voloshyn government relied upon Czechoslovak defence and 
security forces when it came to the defence of the frontiers of the autonomous 
province against both hybrid and conventional threats originating from neighbouring 
Hungary and Poland. At the same time, the autonomous authorities assisted in the 
development of the paramilitary organization of Carpathian Sich as a pre-army 
training school for the general population, as well as a centre for preparing Ukrainian 
national military personnel. In political terms, the Voloshyn government viewed 
Carpathian Sich as a counterweight against the increasing powers of the Czechoslovak 
military in the region led by the controversial Czech general Lev Prchala, as well as a 
non-state instrument of mass political mobilization in the run-up to the regional 
elections held on 12 February 1939. On the other hand, the Voloshyn government did 
not pay much attention to the institutional development of Carpathian Sich as a 
military formation and failed to resolve the issue with the provision of weapons and 
ammunition. The organization acted based on its internal regulations and not because 
of any separate law or a governmental decree giving it the status of self-defence forces 
/ armed forces of Carpatho-Ukraine, as it was the case in neighbouring Slovakia with 
the Hlinka Guard. Only during the final dissolution of the Czechoslovak Republic and 
the proclamation of Carpatho-Ukraine as an independent state on 14-15 March 1939, 
the Voloshyn government adopted important decisions to establish the armed forces 
of the newly-born republic – the National Defence of Carpatho-Ukraine commanded 
by colonel Serhii Yefremov, as well as the beginning of armed resistance to the 
Hungarian invasion of the region.  

Keywords: Czechoslovak crisis, Munich conference, Podkarpatska Rus, 
Carpatho-Ukraine, Avgustyn Voloshyn, Carpathian Sich, Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists. 
  


