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Shchehlov A. 

THE INSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM OF THE POLISH STATE IN THE 
WESTERN UKRAINIAN LANDS AS AN OBJECT OF INTELLIGENCE AND 
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES OF THE UKRAINIAN SSR AND USSR SPECIAL 

SERVICES IN THE 1920s–1930s: ACHIEVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES 
FOR CONTEMPORARY UKRAINIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY 

 
The article critically synthesizes the approaches of domestic researchers to 

defining the policies and actions of the special services of the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic (USSR) and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 
against the institutional framework of the Polish state in the western Ukrainian 
territories during the 1920s and 1930s. 

It presents a historical retrospective on the development of party and state organs 
of the USSR and USSR's special services, whose activities targeted the establishment 
and functioning of the Polish Republic on western Ukrainian ethnic lands. These 
territories fell within the borders of Poland following the defeat of the national 
liberation struggles of 1917–1923. The study examines the activities of the All-
Russian Extraordinary Commission for Combating Counter-Revolution and Sabotage 
(Cheka), the Foreign Department of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
(Bolsheviks) of Ukraine, the Foreign Department of the Soviet State Political 
Directorate (OGPU), and military intelligence. These entities were involved in 
clandestine operations, including intelligence, counterintelligence, sabotage, and acts 
of terrorism. The reasons and methods of such activities are highlighted, alongside an 
analysis of Ukrainian historiography's coverage of the preparation and deployment of 
relevant agent personnel. 

The scholarly novelty of this work lies in its first-ever synthesis in Ukrainian 
historiography of the academic achievements of the past two decades. The study 
reveals Soviet intelligence and subversive activities against Poland in Eastern Galicia 
and Western Volhynia during the 1920s–1930s and identifies humanitarian challenges 
that remain relevant amid the third year of Russia's full-scale aggression against 
Ukraine. 

The methodological framework of the article is rooted in historical, systematic, 
and functional principles of scientific inquiry, employing general philosophical, 
general scientific, and specialized methods, as well as an interdisciplinary research 
approach, to explore this complex scholarly problem. 

Keywords: sabotage activities, Republic of Poland, Soviet Union, intelligence 
activities, special services. 
  


