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Kalyayev ., Matviiv N. 

ETHICS OF FREEDOM AND CITIZEN DUTY IN THE CONDITIONS OF 
WAR IN THE VIEWS OF JOHN LOCKE 

 
This article examines the question of the ethical issues of freedom and a citizen's duty 

concerning the state. To highlight the main aspects of this topic, the authors take  John 
Locke's work «Two Treatises of Government». John Locke (1632-1704) was one of the 
founders of the English Enlightenment. John Locke's life was characterized by constant 
mobility and communication with representatives of various environments, which influenced 
his formation as a philosopher and developed his political beliefs, the analysis of which can 
be valuable even today. Namely, he emphasized the importance of preserving natural rights 
and freedoms even during crises and stressful situations, such as war. The authors pay special 
attention to the concept and essence of freedom as a natural state of man and its correlation 
with a citizen's duty. The fundamental relationship between freedom and the duty of a citizen 
is determined.  

The main emphasis in the work is on the consideration of the relationship between 
ethics, law, freedom and duty, which aims to clarify the vital synergy between law and duty, 
characterize the main concepts and categories, draw demarcation lines between them,  
determine the moral and ethical problems of a citizen's duty to the state and the state to fulfill 
the social contract with its citizens. At the same time, the authors provide a critical 
assessment of the events of 2024. Namely, they compare the ideas of the enlightener with the 
current situation in Ukraine. 

The article investigates how these ideas affect modern legal regulation. Locke believed 
that lawmakers should create laws to protect citizens and their rights. Authorities must stay 
within their powers, and the government should act to ensure the safety and freedom of the 
people. In case of violation of the law, the punishment should be equal to the committed 
crime. It helps to ensure justice and maintain public order. 

Keywords: freedom, duty, state, war, natural law, civil law.   


