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Paniv A. 

RELIGIOUS INSCRIPTIONS AND IMAGES ON SABS  
OF THE XVII – XVIII CENTURIES IN COLLECTION  

OF THE LVIV HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
 

The purpose of the work is to investigate religious inscriptions and images on 
sabers of the XVII–XVIII centuries. The research methodology is based on the 
general scientific principles of systematics, objectivity and critical attitude to sources. 
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The article uses theoretical research methods, including synthesis, analysis, induction 
and deduction. With the help of the historical-comparative method it was possible to 
compare the found samples of inscriptions and images on sabers. This article also uses 
chronological and retrospective research principles. Scientific novelty. In this work, 
for the first time in Ukrainian historiography, inscriptions and images of religious 
nature on sabers of the XVII–XVIII centuries are analyzed. The main attention is paid 
to the collection of the Lviv Historical Museum, but to highlight the prevailing trends 
in the development of armaments of Europe at that time used materials from other 
collections and collections. Conclusions. «Greek» scenes on bladed weapons, found 
on the attributes of individual exhibits, do not indicate production in Greece or other 
then Orthodox countries, as was previously thought. They were probably made in 
Istanbul and were intended for diplomatic gifts to Christian (primarily Orthodox) 
rulers. Crosses are found on sabers. Maltese crosses are not typical of the Cossack 
environment, but in some places they are found on the coats of arms of Cossack 
officers and, importantly, on jewelry from Central Ukraine. The symbolic hierarchy is 
clearly visible on the samples of cold steel of Muslim origin. Usually, the name of 
Mohammad is lavishly decorated, a little less the name of the ruler, and even less the 
name of the master who made the blade. 

Keywords: sabers, religious subjects, the Mother of God, collection, Lviv 
Historical Museum. 
  


