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Kharuk A. 
PROGRAMS FOR THE CREATION OF MILITARY TRANSPORT 

AIRCRAFT IN UKRAINE IN 1991 – 2021 
 

The article examines the progress of the implementation in Ukraine during 1991-2021 
of the programs for the creation of military transport aircraft An-70, An-132 and An-178. 
The first of them was launched back in 1981 and envisaged the creation of a medium 
transport aircraft with a high degree of technological innovation. The An-132 aircraft 
was a deep modernization of the light transport aircraft An-32, and the medium 
transport aircraft An-178 was based on the passenger aircraft An-148/158. The 
implementation of the An-70 program took place in cooperation with the Russian 
Federation, and the position of this partner significantly affected the extension of the 
program implementation deadlines. The An-132 was created in cooperation with 
Saudi Arabia. Until 2014. No measures were taken to reduce dependence on the 
supply of critical components from the Russian Federation, which led to a crisis in the 
An-70 and An-178 programs after the start of Russian aggression against Ukraine. 
Saudi Arabia's refusal in 2019 to finance the An-132 project led to the freezing of this 
program. As a result, none of the three new types of military transport aircraft (An-70, 
An-132, An-148) was introduced into serial production by the beginning of 2022, 
although the An-70 was adopted by the Ukrainian Air Force (in a single copy), and 
the An-178-100R was ordered for the Ukrainian Air Force in the amount of three 
copies. 

Keywords: military-industrial complex of Ukraine, aviation industry, aircraft 
construction, military transport aircraft, Antonov State Enterprise. 
  


