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Kotylevsky O. 
TRADE AND ECONOMIC WARS AS AN ELEMENT 

OF RUSSIAN FEDERATION EXPANSION IN UKRAINE (2005 – 2014) 
 

This paper describes the reasons of and results of trade and economic wars 
conducted by Russian Federation against Ukraine during 2005–2014. It is shown that 
Russo-Ukrainian meat and dairy conflicts, the «cheese», «chocolate» and «customs» 
wars began after V. Putin came to power and became an instrument of political and 
economic coercion, targeted pressure from Russia on Ukraine, whose economy after 
gaining independence in 1991, it remained focused on the Russian market. Experience 
from 1991 to 2014 shows, that Russia, as during all centuries, denies independence of 
Ukraine. To achieve this strategic goal, Russia pursues an expansionist policy that has 
caused significant damage to Ukraine's national security. Despite of concluded 
bilateral agreements on friendship, cooperation and partnership between two sovereign 
states, relations between which have never been good-neighborly, but were 
accompanied by Russia's constant blackmail, lies, intimidation, provocations and 
other actions, which from 2005 to2014 turned into «meat» and «milk» conflicts, 
"cheese", "chocolate" and "customs" wars, and open threats to use weapons. They 
were accompanied by powerful information companies in mass media to undermine 
the image of Ukrainian products imported to Russia and harm the investment climate 
of Ukraine. In reality, the reasons for trade and economic wars were Russia’s attempts 
to integrate Russian and Ukrainian economies, to stop European integration processes, 
to force Ukraine to refuse to sign the Association Agreement of Ukraine with 
European Union and to create conditions for its entry into the Customs Union and the 
Single Economic Space controlled by Russian Federation. In general, this was 
supposed to solve the geopolitical goal of Russia – completely to dominate on post-
Soviet space, to be a political and economic leader. 

Keywords: Russian expansion in Ukraine, trade and economic wars, Russo-
Ukrainian meat and dairy conflicts, «cheese war», «chocolate war», «customs war». 


