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Vasylynchuk A. 

 
THE BERDYCHIV–ZHYTOMYR OPERATION OF THE REPUBLICAN 
TROOPS OF THE DIRECTORATE OF THE UKRAINIAN PEOPLE’S 

REPUBLIC DURING THE ANTI-HETMAN UPRISING (NOVEMBER 1918) 
 

The article addresses one of the understudied aspects of the Ukrainian Revolution 
of 1917–1921, namely the Berdychiv–Zhytomyr Operation of the Republican troops of 
the Directorate of the Ukrainian People’s Republic during the Anti-Hetman Uprising in 
November 1918. The scientific problem lies in the insufficient attention paid by 
historiography to the regional dimension of the uprising, which is often simplified in 
scholarship to a short campaign culminating in the battle of Motovylivka, while broader 
military actions in Volhynia and Right-Bank Ukraine remain poorly researched. The 
purpose of the study is to reconstruct the chronology of the fighting for Berdychiv, 
Koziatyn, Zhytomyr, Korosten, and adjacent areas, to evaluate the role of the Black Sea 
Kosh and local administrative bodies, and to determine the significance of these events 
for the overall outcome of the uprising and the siege of Kyiv. 

The research methodology is based on a comprehensive analysis of archival 
materials, contemporary periodicals, participants’ memoirs (including V. Oskilko, 
K. Smovskyi, M. Shapoval), and relevant scholarly literature. Comparative source 
analysis and critical interpretation of contradictory evidence (such as troop numbers and 
battle outcomes) made it possible to provide a balanced reconstruction of events. 

The results of the study demonstrate that the seizure of Berdychiv by the Republican 
forces provided vital supplies and enabled mobilization in surrounding districts, while 
controlling the Koziatyn railway junction ensured communication between different 
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centers of the uprising. The article highlights the role of Volhynian governor D. Andro, 
who attempted to organize resistance through local officer detachments, voluntary 
formations, and cooperation with German forces. Particular attention is paid to the battles 
for Zhytomyr and Korosten, where the interplay of regular troops, volunteer units, and 
local populations shaped the dynamics of the conflict. 

It is concluded that the Berdychiv–Zhytomyr Operation was one of the decisive 
campaigns of the Anti-Hetmanate Uprising, securing the Right-Bank stronghold of the 
Directorate and facilitating the encirclement of Kyiv from both the southwest and 
northwest. Despite temporary counter-offensives organized by Hetmanate forces, the 
general superiority of the Republican army, combined with popular support, predetermined 
the eventual outcome. The findings stress the necessity of further in-depth research into 
the regional aspects of the uprising, particularly in Volhynia, as they had a substantial 
impact on the broader struggle for the restoration of the Ukrainian People’s Republic. 

Keywords: Directorate, Ukrainian People’s Republic, Anti-Hetmanate Uprising, 
Volhynia Governorate. 

  


