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Krasota I. 

 
DYNAMICS OF INTERCONFESSIONAL RELATIONS DEVELOPMENT 
AND THEIR IMPACT ON POLITICAL PROCESSES IN UKRAINE  

(1991 - 2014) 
 
The article examines the activities of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 

Moscow Patriarchate as an instrument of geopolitical influence of the Russian Orthodox 
Church and the Russian Federation. The analysis covers the historical period since 
Ukraine gained independence, focusing on the influence of the church on social and 
political processes, in particular during election campaigns. It is emphasized that the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate contributed to social divisions 
and supported pro-Russian political forces. 

The work is relevant in the context of national security, especially in conditions of 
martial law, since the ideological influence of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
Moscow Patriarchate poses a significant threat to the state sovereignty and integrity of 
Ukraine. The article argues that the multi-confessional nature of Ukrainian society 
makes interreligious communication a key factor influencing political processes. 

The religious policy of the first presidents of Ukraine – Leonid Kravchuk, Leonid 
Kuchma, Viktor Yushchenko and Viktor Yanukovych – is analyzed, demonstrating how 
each of them used the religious factor to achieve political goals. The study shows that 
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Viktor Yanukovych’s policy was the most threatening, as he actively contributed to the 
strengthening of the influence of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow 
Patriarchate and the integration of Ukraine into pro-Russian political and ideological 
projects. It is noted that it was during this period that pro-Russian religious and political 
alliances were created that spread imperial narratives. 

Particular attention is paid to the issue of religious security as an integral component 
of national security. The article substantiates that the activities of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate are a fundamental cause of social 
disagreements and a threat to the state. The author emphasizes that the creation of the 
Orthodox Church of Ukraine was an important step in opposing the doctrine of the 
“Russian world” and weakening the ideological dominance of Russia in Ukraine. 

The conclusions emphasize the need for a comprehensive approach to strengthening 
national security, which includes preserving Ukrainian identity, countering hostile 
narratives, and developing new effective mechanisms based on the experience of 
overcoming challenges. This article is a valuable contribution to the study of religious 
and political processes in Ukraine, especially in conditions where the religious factor is 
used to wage hybrid warfare. 

Keywords: Ukrainian Orthodox Church, national security, interfaith conflicts, 
church-state relations, political processes. 


