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Avtushenko I., Avtushenko O. 
 

THE ROLE OF PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANIES IN THE FULL-
SCALE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR 

 
The article examines the phenomenon of private military companies (PMCs) in the 

context of the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war of 2022-2024. The research problem lies 
in identifying the role of PMCs as an instrument of Russia’s military and foreign policy 
strategy, as well as in clarifying the legal and humanitarian consequences of their 
deployment. The purpose of the study is to analyze the functions of PMCs in the 
contemporary conflict, to identify the peculiarities of their status, and to reveal the 
differences in the use of non-state armed formations by Russia and Ukraine. 

The methodological framework is based on historical-comparative and systemic 
analysis, as well as an interdisciplinary approach that integrates historical, legal, and 
political dimensions of the problem. This has made it possible to trace the evolution of 
PMCs, to clarify their place in hybrid warfare, and to determine the specifics of their 
activities in the contemporary armed confrontation. 
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The article establishes that Russian PMCs («Wagner», «Redut», «Convoy», 
«Patriot», and others) are actively employed by the Kremlin to compensate for losses, to 
scale up offensive operations, and at the same time as an instrument of «plausible 
deniability» with regard to war crimes. Their activities are accompanied by significant 
casualties, internal conflicts, and violations of international law. Ukraine, by contrast, 
has focused on the formation of the International Legion of Defense, which operates 
within the legal framework and under state control, ensuring transparency and 
international support. 

The results of the study indicate that PMCs perform a wide range of functions: from 
assault operations to intelligence gathering and personnel training. At the same time, the 
absence of clear legal regulation of their status creates problems of legitimacy, control, 
and compliance with humanitarian law. 

The conclusions emphasize that PMCs represent an integral instrument of Russia’s 
hybrid warfare and a pressing challenge to international security. For Ukraine, however, 
the strategic task lies in developing a balanced model of legal regulation and oversight of 
such structures. 

Keywords: private military company, mercenarism, Russian-Ukrainian war, 
paramilitary formations, foreign volunteers, PMC «Wagner». 
  


