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POJIb IPUBATHUX BINCHbKOBUX KOMITAHIN Y
MOBHOMACHITABHIN POCIMCHKO-YKPAITHCBHKIN BIMHI

V crarTi npoaHasi3oBaHO pOJib MPUBATHHX BikickkoBux kommaHiil ([IBK) y moBHoO-
MacIuTabHil pociiiceko-Y kpaiHchkiit BiiHi 2022 — 2024 pp. Po3kpuTto XHe 3HaYEHHS K
IHCTpyMeHTY TiOpHaHOI cTpaterii p¢, IO T03BOISE KOMIEHCYBaTH BTPATH, MacIlTa-
OyBaTH HACTYNMaJIBHI il Ta yHWKaTH MDKHapOmHOi BixnoBimameHOCTI. [lokasaHo, 1o
niseHicTh [IBK cympoBomKyeThCs 3HAYHUMH BTpaTaMH Ta YHCICHHAMH TTOPYIICHHIMHI
ryMaHiTapHOro npasa. BusnaueHo BasxmBicTh popMyBaHHS B YKpaini MixkHapomHOTO
JIeTi0Hy 00OpOHH, SIKHH Ji€ y TIPaBOBOMY TIOJIi Ta IMiJT IepKaBHAM KOHTPOJIEM.

VY crarTi 3aCTOCOBaHO iICTOPHKO-TIOPIBHUTGHII 1 CHCTEMHHI aHaJIi3, M0 IAJI0 3MOTY
npoctexuTr epomonito [1BK Ta orinuTy iXHIl BIUTHB Ha mepeOir BiffHE. Y BHCHOBKax
HAroJIoIeHO Ha OTpeOi MPaBOBOTO BPETYITFOBAHHS i KOHTPOITIO 3a misutbHicTIO [IBK sk
Y HaIllOHATBHOMY, TaK i B MD>KHapOJHOMY BHMIpax.

Kmouosi crosa: mpuBaTHi BIMCBPKOBI KOMITaHii, HaiiMaHCTBO, POCifiCBKO-YKpaiHChKa
BilfHa, mapamisitapHi ¢popMyBaHHs, iHO3eMHI oOpoBombLi, [IBK «Baraep».

Iocmanosxa npoonemu. TloBHOMacmTabHe BTOPrHEHHS 24 JTIOTOTO
2022 poxky pociiicekoi deneparii (nani — pp) B YKpaiHy coprHuHHHIO
HU3KY HOBHMX BUKJIMKIB JIsi MDKHapoAHOi Oe3nekH, BifichbKOBOI cTpa-
Terii, a TaKOX MPaBOBOI'O PETYNIOBaHHS BUKOPUCTAHHSA HEACPKaBHUX
30poitHux cy0’exriB. [IpuBatHi BilicbkoBi kommanii (mami — [1BK) sk
SIBUIIE BIIrpaloTh JAeAaii MOMITHY pojb B CydacHUX 30pOHHMX KOH(-
JIKTaX, TOMY 1110 BOHHU JIO3BOJISIFOTH JICpKaBaM JISTH 3 TICBHUM pPiBHEM

ABTtymenko Ipuna BopuciBHa, 0KTOp ICTOPHYHKX HAyK, IIPOGECOp, 3aBiIyBayuKa
kadempu Teopii Ta icTopii AeprkaBH i npaBa, HarioHasHMIT TpaHCTIOPTHHH YHIBEPCHTET,
M. KuiB.

Aptymienko Ouiekcanap CeMeHOBHMY, KaHIWIAT TCAATOTiYHUX HAYK, JOICHT,
JIONEHT criemianbHoi Kadempu Ne 2, [HCTHTYT CIiemialbHOrO 3B’SI3KY Ta 3aXHCTY 1H(Op-
Marii HarionanpsHoro TexHidHOro yHiBepcuteTy YKpainm «KuiBChKHIT MONITEXHIUHMI
iHcTuTyT iMeHi Iropst Cikopcbkoro», M. Kuis.

© Asrymenxo L. b., Asrymenko O. C., 2025.
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«HETpsIMOi  BIMOBIAILHOCTI». JIeJIeryBaTH YacTHHY OOHOBUX UM
JNONOMDKHMX (DyHKIIH, 3MeHmmMTH OQiliifHI BTpaTH, NpalioBaTH B
TaKTHYHIN 4M cTpaTeriuHii rimouHi 6e3 mybniuynoro u3HanHs. Cepen
Oaratbox BuzHaueHb [IBK cmin HaBecTH BH3HAauYeHHS 3 JOKYMEHTa
Montpe: «I[1BK — e npuBaTHi niANpHEMHHUIIBK] Cy0’€KTH, SIKi HAIAIOTh
BiliCbKOBI Ta/a00 OXOpPOHHI IMOCIYTH, HE3aJeKHO B TOrO, SIK BOHU
cebe xapaktepu3yroth» (Joxymenm Moumpé, 2008).

VY koHTekcTi YKpaiHM Ha TepefHiid TUaH BUHWILIO BUKOPHUCTAHHS
rpym, ski Maote o3Haku [IBK (ocobmmBo 3 Goky pdh) Ta ImIupoke
3alydeHHs] 1HO3eMHHX JOOPOBOJNBIIB, BIMCBKOBUX I1HCTPYKTOPIB,
BOJIOHTEPIB, 110 BUCBITIFOE PO3MUBAHHS MEX MIiX JCPKaBHUM 1 HEJIEp-
KaBHUM, MDK PETYIISPHUMH CHJIAMH 1 «TiHbOBUMH» UM HaITiBJIeraib-
HUMH aKTOPaMH.

Mema cmammi: sucBiTiuti ¢ynkuii [IBK y pociiicbko-YkpaiHch-
Kili BiliHi, aHaNi3yl0ud KOHKPETHI MPUKIAIM, 3’5CyBaTH FOPHIMYHHA
CTaTyC IUX CYO’€KTIB 3a HAI[IOHAJILHUM Ta MDKHApOJHUM TIPaBOM,
00rOBOPUTH €TUYHI TIPOOJIEMH Ta HACIIAKH I MOPaJi, PaB JFOIUHH 1
MIKHAPOIHOT OC3IEKH.

Ananiz ocmanmnix Oocuioxcenv ma nyonikayiu. I[lpoOreMaThka
(byHKLIOHYBaHHS pUBaTHUX BifickkoBux kommanii ([TIBK) y 30poitHux
KOH(UTIKTaX € TPEIMETOM JIOCTIKCHHS SK 3apyODKHMX, TaK 1 yKpa-
THCHKMX HAyKOBIIB. 3Ha4YHHH JOpOOOK 3pOOJICHO y cHCTeMaTh3arii
o3nak [IBK, ananmi3i ixHboi poii B TiOpUAHUX BiiHAX Ta OLIHII
MOXIIMBOCTEH Jieramizallii TaKux cTpykTyp B YkpaiHi. B. 'opoBenko ta
B. Trotronnuk (I oposenxo & Tiomionnux, 2013) BHOKpeMUIN Xapak-
tepHi o3naku [1BK i npoananizyBanu ixHio eeKTHBHICTH Ta 3aTpedy-
BaHicTh y cyuacHux koH(mikrax. B. T'ycapos (I'ycapos, 2015) nokasas,
o pociticeki [1BK € iHCTpyMeHTOM Jiep>kaBHOT MOJITUKH Ta Oe3MeKH,
SIKMI JTO3BOJISIE KPEMJTIO 3JIIICHIOBATH BIiHCHKOBI W TiOpUAHI omepariii,
30epirarou mpu 1BOMY OQilliiHY HEBH3HAYEHICTh Ta YHHKHEHHS
MmikHapoauoi BianmosinaneHOCTi. C. Kupnuenko (Kupuuenrxo, 2021)
JOCTIIUB CyTHICTH 1 Kinacudikaiiro [1BK, mopiBHsB iX i3 TpaauiiiHO0
apMi€ro Ta HaliMaHIIIMH, a TaKOXX MPOaHaIli3yBaB Mi>KHAPOIAHO-TIPABOB1
ACIIeKTH iX MiSUTBHOCTL. Y I[bOMY KOHTEKCTI BaXKIIMBHM € BHCHOBOK TIPO
3poctanus poni [IBK y cydacHnx koH(umikTax i motpedy y hopmyBaHH1
MPaBOBUX MEXaHI3MIB KOHTPOJIIO Ha/l HUMH.

VY HOBITHIX TyOmiKaUisx (oKyc 3MIlIyeTbcs OO0 YKpaiHCHKOTO
koHTeKCcTy. A.Top (Top, 2025) po3risiHYB MEPCIEKTHBH Jierajizarlii
I1BK B Vkpaini y cBitni ininiatus [Ipesuaenta B. 3enencekoro. ABTop
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aKIEHTYe yBary SK Ha TMOTCHIIHHMX IepeBarax, TaKk i Ha KIIIOYOBHX
pHU3HMKax: MOXIIMBOCTI BTpAaTH JEpKaBHOTO KOHTPOIO, TPaBOBIH
HEBU3HAUCHOCTI, 3arpo3ax Jjisl IUBIIBHOTO HACEICHHS Ta MiXXHAPOJ-
HOTO MKy Y KpaiHu.

I'. Koxan (Koxawn, 2020) mocniiMB NHTAaHHS JIETITUMHOCTI TpH-
BaTHUX BIHCHKOBUX 1 OXOPOHHUX KoMmaHoid, Tomi sik O. IBaceuko Ta
T. boumap (léaceuko & FBonoap, 2024) mnpoananizyBanmu [IBK sk
IHCTPYMEHT 30BHIIIHBOI MOJIITHKA POCii, OKPECIHMBILH IXHIO €BOIIOIII0
Ta MEPCIeKTHUBY TpaHCcopMallii y CKITaIOBY PEryaspHUX 30pOHHMX CHIT
pd. Hayxkoii O. I'pura, B. Kouyp i JI. Koityp (Ipuea & Koyyp &
Koyyp, 2023) akueHnTtyBajiu yBary Ha 3actocyBaHHi pociiicbkux [IBK y
ribpuaniil BiiiHI npotn Ykpaiaum B 2014 — 2021 pokax, 1mo 103BoJIsIE
3pOOHUTH BHCHOBKH TPO iXHE (YHKIIOHAIILHE 3HAYEHHS y BOEHHOMY
MPOTHCTOSTHHI.

OxpemMuii BHECOK Yy JIOCHI/DKEHHS IBOTO THWTAaHHS 3pOoOWIn
I. Asrymenko Ta O. ABrymienko (Ademywenxo & Aemywenxo, 2024),
K1 mpoaHanmizyBanu AmisuibHicTe [IBK y 30poiiHmx koHIikTaX,
BUCBITIIMJIM MacIiTabM iX y4acTi Ta OCOONMBOCTI 3aCTOCYBaHHS Y
pisHux perioHax cBity. ABtopu S.G.Jones, C.Doxsee, B Katz,
E. McQueen, J. Moye (Jones et al., 2021) posriasgaad po3IIHPEHHS
nisutbHOCTI pociticbkkux [IBK Ha rimoGanbHili apeni. JlocratHio yBary
MPUIUIEHO aHAli3y TOTO, SIK I CTPYKTYPU BHUKOPHCTOBYIOTHCS POCIEIO
JUIsL TOCSITHEHHSI CBOiX CTpATeriuHMX IJIed y pi3HMX YacTWHAX CBITY.
Le no3Bonsie pO3MIMPUTH YSBJICHHS MPO TIIO0ATBHUI KOHTEKCT (hyHK-
[[IOHYBaHHS PUBAaTHUX apMili Ta IXHii BIUIMB Ha Mepedir BOEHHUX Mil.

@. bpmxkka (Bryjka, 2023a, b) npoananizyBaB €BOJIOIII0 POCIHCH-
kux [1BK, 30kpema micis modaTky BiiHHM B YKpaiHi. Y nepiriii poboTi
PO3TIISIHYTO TpaHcdopMarito «BarHepa» micis 2022 poky, BKITIOYa04n
3MiHY 11 poJti, CTPYKTypu Ta 3MEHIICHHS aBTOHOMIl. OOWIBI CTaTTi
nigkpecoTs 3poctanHs poni [1BK sik iHcTpyMeHTy TiOpHaHOT BiitHM
pocii. ¥ npyriii myOmnikaiii aBTOp HaroJjourye, o MATPUMKY 3 OOKY
KpemJisi OTpUMYIOTh He sniue «['pyna Barnepa», ane i HHM3Ka iHIIMX
HamiBOpUBaTHUX (HOpMyBaHb, SIKi BUKOHYIOTH (YHKIIi BIUIMBY 3a
kopmpoHoMm. OOuaBi cTaTTi migKpeciroroTh 3poctanHs poii [IBK sk
iHCTpYMeHTy riOpuaHoi BiiiHM pocii. H. Xadrom (Habtom, 2022),
M. I'pinByznom (Greenwood, 2022) npoaHanizoBaHO CKJaJ], MOTHBAIIii
Ta BUKJIMKH, 3 IKUMH CTHUKAIOTHCS 1HO3EMHI OilIli, cepel] IKuX — i1eo-
JIOT1YHI MOTHBH, NparMaTH4Hi iHTepecH Ta MpoOJieMH iHTerpauii y
BilicbkoBi cTpykTypu. . Himtinep (Cilliler, 2024) Bucpitiaup npoiecu
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neritumarii Ta peneritumariii modpososeiiB 1 [IBK 06e3 mpaBoBoro
cTatycy. ABTOp JOBOJAUTH, IO iXHsI CYCIUIbHA Ta IMOJIITUYHA OI[iHKA
3MIHIOETBCS 3AJIEKHO BiJ] KOHTEKCTY BiHHU Ta MIKHAPOJHOTO BILJTUBY.

[Monpu mMpOKuUii CrIeKTp JOCHTIPKEHb, HU3Ka MUTaHb 3aIHIIA€THCS
BiKpUTOIO, a came. mpaBoBuii craryc [IBK B VkpaiHi: BigcyTHiCTBH
YITKMX MEXaHI3MIB Jeramizaiii Ta KOHTPOJI; MDKHAPOIHO-IIPABOBE
PEryJIFOBaHHS: HETOCKOHAIICTh HAssBHUX HOPM IIOJI0 BiMOBIATBHOCT1
I1BK y 30poitnnx koH(ikTax; nmepcrektuBa neperBopenns [1BK Ha
IHCTPYMEHT odiliiHOi BiIICbKOBOT CHIIM a00 iX 3HWKHEHHS SK aBTO-
HOMHUX CTPYKTYP.

TakuM 4MHOM, HasIBHI JOCHIPKEHHS CTBOPIOIOTH IPYHTOBHY 0a3y
s ananizy genomena IIBK y pociiicbko-YKkpaiHchKiil BiliHi, IpoTe
MOTPeOYIOTh MOJAJBIIOr0 PO3BHTKY y cdepi IMpaBOBOTO BPETYIIO-
BaHHS, TyMaHITapHUX HACHiAKIB Ta MPOrHO3yBaHHS IXHBOI PO Yy
Maii0yTHEOMY BOEHHO-TTOJIITHYHOMY JTaHIAQTI.

Buknao ocnosnozo mamepiany docnioxncenns. Y pocii [IBK Buko-
PHUCTOBYIOTHCS JISPIKABOKO JUTSI IOCSITHEHHS CBOIX IIUICH MPU 3HMKEHHI
o(iiffHOI BiAMOBIAATBHOCTI Ta IOPHUAMYHUX pH3UKIB. Lls mpakTuka
KHAJa€ BHUKIWK YCTaJeHMM HOpPMaM MDKHApPOJHOTO TpaBa, CTBOPIOE
HOBI BUKJIMIKH JIJISl CHCTEM KoOJieKTUBHOI Oe3neku. Odinitino [MBK sk
«hopmainbHi» cy0’€KTH 4acTO HE BU3HAIOTHCA, ICHYE HU3Ka CTPYKTYP,
AKi opMasbHO HE € MPUBATHUMHU OXOPOHHUMH KoMmaHismu un [1BK,
asie pakTHYHO BUKOHYIOTH TaKi (QYHKIII1.

HesBaxkaroun Ha axtuBHYy yuacTs [IBK y peamnizanii 30BHIIIHBO-
MOJITUYHUX LiNeH pd, IXHS MiSUTbHICTE OPMANBHO CYNEpeYUTh YHH-
HOMY POCIHCBKOMY 3aKOHOIABCTBY. 3TifHO 3 M. 5 ¢T. 13 KOHCTHTYIIIT
pocilicekoi (enepariii, 3a00pOHAETHCS CTBOPSHHS Ta JiSJIBHICTH 030pO-
eHnx (HopMyBaHb, MISUVIBHICTh SIKUX CIPSIMOBaHA HA HACHIBHHUIIBKES
3axoruteHns Bnaan (Kowemumyyus, 2020). JlomatkoBo, y cratti 359
KPUMIHAIBHOTO KOAEKCY pocii MpsSMO BKa3aHO, IO HaiMaHCTBO
KapaeTbCsl BIAMOBITHO M0 3aKOHY, MO (HOPMAIbHO YHEMOXKJIHBIIOE
¢dyuxkuionysanns [1BK na Teputopii pd (Veornosnuiii kooexc, 2025).

[Ipore 3 2014 poky Kpemib aKTHBHO ITHOPYE BJIACHY IOPHIUYHY
0a3y y UpOMy MHUTaHHI, (AKTHYHO MIATPUMYIOUYH 1 KOOPAWHYIOUH
JISTBHICT MPUBATHUX BIHCHKOBUX CTPYKTYp 3a KOpJoHOM. Takuit
MiAXia qo3Bojsie pd aucrannitoBarucs Bia aid [IBK Ha MixHapomHiit
apeHi, 3arepeuyrouu o(iIiiiHy MPUYETHICTh JO MEBHUX BIHCHKOBHX
omnepauiii. [Ipu npomy, sk 3a3HauYaroTh AocmigHuKH 3 LleHTpy crpare-
TYHEX 1 MbKHapoaHUX nociimkenb (CSIS), BiACyTHICTh 3aKOHOAABYOTO
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BU3HAHHS He 3aBaxkae [IBK orpumyBaTu noricTuuHy, TEXHI4HY Ta
MOJITUYHY MiATPUMKY BiJl IepKaBHUX CTPYKTYp, 30Kpema MiHicTep-
crBa oboponu Ta rpy (Jones et al., 2021).

Ha myMKy nmonbcbkux aHaniTukiB i3 [1oMbCHKOT0 IHCTUTYTY MiKHa-
ponuux cnpas (PISM), taka npaBoBa «cipicte» mo3Boisie [I1BK ichy-
BaTW K TiOpuAHI (QopMyBaHHS, IO 3a0€3MEYyIOTh MaKCHMAJIbHY
MOJITUYHY THYYKICTh T BOAHOYAC MIHIMI3YIOTh pemyTalliiiHi pU3HKU
JUISL KpeMJisl y BHIAAKy HEBIAJNMX OINepaliii 4 BOECHHUX 3JIOYHHIB
(The Role of Private Military Contractors, 2018).

[Ticns BroprueHnst B Ykpainy y 2014 pomi pocist movasia akTUBHO
HapouryBaTH MoxJuBocTi cBoix [IBK He nmme sk iHcTpymeHTa
riOpuaHOT BiliHH, alie i AK rI100aJbHOro IHCTPYMEHTA BIUIUBY. SIcKpa-
BHUM TPHUKIAZAOM CTaja y4dacTh IPYNU «BarHep» y MOAisX B YKpaiHi
micnst 2014 poky. Yuacts [1BK B KOHQUIIKTI A03BOJIMIA POCiT YHUK-
HyTH (OPMaJBLHOrO BU3HAHHS CBOEI arpecii Ta JIEriTMMi3yBaTH MpH-
CYTHICTh 3a JIOIIOMOI'OI0 HapaTHBIB MPO «MICI[EBY CAMOOOOPOHY» UM
«noBcraHuis» (Foley & Kaunert, 2022).

p® BukopucroBypana [IBK «Baruep» sik enemeHT riOpuaHOi BiftHA
nporu Ykpainu. [1ig BUBickoro MpUBAaTHOI KOMIIaHii 3i0paHi iHTepHa-
[iOHAJIbHI HalMaHIli, aje OCHOBOK WLi€i CTPYKTYpH OyiH pOCiiichKi
BiiCHKOBOCTYXOOBIII, sIKi BUKOHYBaJI HaKa3l POCIICHKOro KOMaHIy-
BaHHS. BoHM mpoxoaunu minroroBky Ha 6asi 10-i okpemoi Opuramu
crennpu3HadeHHs rpy pocii. bifiii komnasxii i X KoMaHAUPH HA YOI 3
«BarHepoM» OTPUMYBAIHM BiIOMYi HAropoju, MiAMHCaHi OCOOHCTO
npe3nJieHToM pocii. Baskke 030poeHHS 1 TEXHIKY BOHH OTPHMYBAJIN
OesmocepeHbo 3 6a3 30epiranHs Mo pd. Bixm kagpoBux BilichKOBO-
cIIyOO0BIIB 30poiHUX CHIT pd iX BiApi3HsE TUTBKK (GOpMYIIOBaHHS B
KOHTPAKTI Ta PO3Mip I'POIIOBOrO 3a0e3MEUeHHs, a TAKOX Te, 0 odi-
LiiHIA MOCKBI BiJ HUX JIETIIIE BIAMOBUTHCS.

Cranom Ha 24 mrotoro 2022 poky mioHaliMeHIIE BiciM HaIliBIIpH-
BaTHUX 30pOHHUX (OPMYBaHb, TAKHX SIK «TPyMa BarHEpa», «PemyT»,
«KOHBOH», «HaTpioT», «ACTpyO», «PYyCHU», <IApChKi BOBKH» Ta
«pOCificbKHi iMIepCchKUi pyx», Opanu yuyactsb y BiiiHi B Ykpaini. Le
OyJIM TepeBaKHO JIeTKi MiXOTHI popMyBaHHs (BKIIFOYAIOUH IITYPMOBI,
JMBEPCIifHI Ta PO3BiAYBaJIbHI IPYIH), SIKI MIATPUMYBAIU ONEPaTHBHI
Bilicbka. BOHM cKllafanucs TMepeBakHO 3 KOJIMIIHIX BiHCHKOBUX 1
CHiBpOOITHUKIB ciIyX0 Oe3neku, a Takox ocid 3 cyaumictio. [Ipomo-
HYIOUYH TIpUBaOIMBY 3apo0iTHY IJIaTy, 11l KOMIaHii Oyin ajJbTepHATHBOIO
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BIliCbKOBI MOOLTI3allil, CHOCOOOM TIOMOBHEHHS BTpaT OCOOOBOTO
ckafy 3 pociiicekoro 6oky (Bryjka, 2023a).

Haiimanni «pexyT» Bifirpanu KIOUOBY pPOJIb Ha MOYaTKOBOMY
erali pOCIfiCbKOro BTOPTrHEHHs B YKpaiHy B jroTomy 2022 poky,
Borotoun B Kuischkilt i XapkiBchkiit o6mactax. IxHiM oco6auBum
3aBAaHHsAM Oyyio ycyHeHHs [Ipesumenta Bomoaummupa 3eneHCHKOTrO.
[epen BingnpaBkoro Ha GPOHT BOHW MPOWUIIITH MIArOTOBKY Ha 6a3i 16-1
Opuramu rpy B TambOoBi. Cepen mepcoHany Kommadii Oyiio 06ararto
KONUINHIX OiiIiB «BarHepa», U0 CTalo HKEPEIoM 0COOMCTOr0 KOH)-
JIKTY MDK TIPUTOXXUHHAM 1 TeHepasioM ajekceeBUM. ChOTOAHI «pemayT»
€ HaituncnenHimow (6mu3pko 7000 oci0) 3 HamiBOPUBATHHX BilCh-
KOBUX KOMIIaHil, 0 BOIWOITH B YKpaiHi. BoHa ckilamaeThcs 3 OUIBII
HDK JIeCATKa MiAPO3JALIIB, SKi YaCTO MOMHIIKOBO BBaXKAIOTh He3alie-
KHAMH (OpMYBaHHSAMHU (HANPUKIIAM], <BETEPAHU», KPHCBH», KTHUTPU»,
«BOBKM» a00 (hiHaHCOBaHa «rasmpoMom» «moTik») (Bryjka, 2023b).

Pociiicbka Bnaga 3amepeuyBana npucytHicth [IBK B YkpaiHi,
HA3UBaIO4M X «JO0OpOBONBYMMH (OPMYBaHHSMHU». 30Kpema, Tpymna
«Bar’ep», iCHyBaHHs SIKOI pOCifiChbKa BiIaja 3amepevyBaia JI0 BepecHs
2022 poky, KoM MPUTOXHWH ONPUIIOIHHUB iH(OpPMALI0 Mpo Te, IO
BiH OYOIIIOE IO Tpymy, € TunoBuM npukinagom [1BK, mo HaragytoTs
HalimaHI[iB. [')pyna B OCHOBHOMY Jisuia B TiHi, a BiJICYTHICTb OYIib-
SAKMX BHIUMHX O(QINIHHMX 3HAKiB pO3pi3HEHHs Ha ixHi dopmi
copusiia 1i HeoJHO3HAYHOMY cTaTycy B mepiog 3 2011 mo 2021 pik.
Barnepisiii B YkpaiHi CKOUTM Taki 3JI04YMHH, SIK KATYBaHHS, BOMBCTBA,
sreantyBanHs Ta rpadexi (Cilliler, 2024:5). 3 numust 2023 p., micns
HEBJIAJTIOTO TMOBCTAHHS €. IPUTOKUHA, BOHU Nepe0yBarOTh i KOHTPO-
neM MiHicTepcTBa 000poHU pd, 3 KM BOHH MiAMUCATIH KOHTPAKTH.

I'pyma «BarHep» Opajia ydacTh y 0araThOX KJIIOUOBUX OIEpaIlisix
na Cxozi Ykpainu, 3okpema 3a baxmyt, Conenap. Ii cunu wacro Buko-
pPUCTOBYBaJIMCS Ui BEIEHHS HACTyMaJbHUX OIepalid, MmTypMy
VKpIIJIGHUX TMO3MIIH, a TaKoX omepaiiid, Ae peryispHi Bilicbka pd
3a3HaBaJIM BEJIMKUX BTpAT a00 Maiu mpodiemMu 3 MOTUBaLiEw (leaceuxo
& bonoap, 2024:5).

3 0oky p¢h mMpUCYTHIH cTpaTeriuHUil PO3MOALT PONEH: peryisipHi
Biiicbka, [I1BK, i riopumni GopmyBaHHs (Ha KIITAIT MPUCYTHOCTI
BOEHHUX KOHCYJIbTAHTIB, IOOPOBOJIBIIIB, MPOKCi-3aroHiB). «BarHep»
JIO3BOJISIE JIEPKAaBl MaHEBPYBAaTH MDK OQIIiiiHOW Ta Heo]iliiHO0
BiamoBimangeHicTio (Racz, 2024).
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3a nosinomnenHsmu ['enepanpHoro mrady 3C VYkpainu, aeski
nigpo3ainm [1BK, 1o misyin Ha THUMYacOBO OKYIOBaHUX TEPUTOPIfX,
30KpeMa B paifoHi c. OnekcanapiBka XapKiBCbKOi 00JAacCTi, 3a3HaNN
OinbIie 40% BTpaT (BOMTI a00 TsDKKO nopauneHi) (Kazamyp, 2022).

VY keitHi 2023 poky nepkaBHa ayma p¢d NpHIHSIIA 3aKOH, SKHH
BH3HA€ HAWMAaHIIIB, SIKi Opanu y4acTh y OOMOBHX HisiX Ha TEPUTOPii
Ykpainu yuacHukamu OOWOBHX JIili, HaJla€ CTaTyC BETEpPaHiB, 30KpemMa
JUTSA IXHIX CiIMEH, M0 CBIMYHUTH MPO CHpoOy (OpManbHO JeranizyBaTiu
iXHii cTaTyc i 3abe3meunTH corianbHi rapanTil ([Jepocoyma oana
Haumanysim, 2023).

[Ticns mowatky moBHOMaciiTabHOro Hamamy pocii Ykpaina odi-
HiiiHO oronocuia npo ¢popMyBaHHS MDKHApOJHOTO JIETIOHY 00OpOHH
Vkpainu (International Legion for Defence of Ukraine), xyam
Jnonydnincs Jo0poBosbili 3 Oarathox kpain (Habtom, 2022:80).
MinicTp 3akopaoHHHX crpaB Bemmkoi bputanii Ta mpem’ep-miHicTp
Janii 3asBwiH, 110 HE 3aNEepPeUyOTh MPOTH MOI3I0K CBOIX T'POMAJISH
Ui y4dacTi y OoioBUX [isix Ha Teputopii Ykpainu. Bimbmie Toro,
MiHICTp 3aKopHoHHUX crpaB Kanaau 3asBUB, Mo ypsig Horo kpaiHu
MiATPUMYE TaKy iHIIATHBY, a MIHICTp HalioHaTBbHOI 000poHn Kanamn
3aKJIMKaB YCiX JTOOPOBOJBIIB 3BEPTATHCSA O AMIUIOMATHYHUX TIPEI-
CTaBHHUIITB YKpaiHH 3 METOI0 3aXHCTy CBiTOBOro mopsnaky. Lli 3assu
odiniiianx oci0 VYkpaiHM Ta 3axiTHUX KpaiH TPHUBEPHYJIM THUCSYI
noopoBonbiiB 10 yuacti y Biini (Cilliler, 2024:7). 20 000 oci6 3 50
KpaiH mojanM 3asBKA Ha y4acTh y OOMOBHX ifgX Ha Oomi YKpaiHu
OpoTSroM Micsiis micist Bropraenns B soromy 2022 poky (Cilliler,
2024:8). Tlicnst npuOyTTs Aesiki 3 HUX OyJM TOTOBI MPHEIHATHCS 0
o(iniiiHoro YkpaiHcbkoro JerioHy, moB’s3aHoro 3 CHIaMH TEpHTO-
pianbHOT 000pOHH, a iHII BBaXKaJM 3a Kpallle JiSTH He3ale:kHO abo B
CKIaji He3aJeKHUX TPYyN, Takux sK [py3uHCBHKUE JerioH, mo0po-
BOJIBYMH MIAPO3/ALI, IO MpUiiMae 3aximHux rpomazisH. CTaHOM Ha
TpaBeHb 2022 poKy, 3a MOBIIOMJICHHSMH, OUTBIIICTh PSJIOBUX COJIJATIB
BOIOBAJIM B CKJIaJi TPYII, 110 HE MiAMOPSIKOBYBAJIHCS KOMaHyBaHHIO
ykpaincekoi apmii (Cilliler, 2024:8). 11i 100poBoJIbIIi BUKOHYBAJIHX Pi3Hi
¢byHKuii: 00HOBI, TpeHYBaJbHI, TIATPUMKA THUITY TOLIO, ajlie TepeBaKHA
OuTBIIiCTh 3 HUX uepe3 3 — 6 MicsIiB MOBEPHYIHCS IOAOMY Yepes
BHCOKi pU3UKH 200 YMOBHU KOHTPAKTY.

Takoxx s 1 Jit0Th IPUBATHI TPYNH IHCTPYKTOPIB Ta BiHCHKOBHX
KOHCYJIBTAHTIB — i3 KpaiH 3axofy, sKi JIONOMAararoTh i3 HaBYaHHSM,
TaKTUKOI0, 000OpOHHUMHU TexHoJorismMu. OnHa 3 Takux rpyn — Mozart
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Group — mnpamroBasia 'y 2022 — 2023 pokax, Hajawo4u MifArOTOBKY,
€BaKyallil0 IIMBUILHUX Ta TYMaHITapHY JOIMOMOTY; Ipyrna MpUIHHUIA
oneparlii uepes Hectauy ¢pinancysanns (Harding, 2022).

VY nociimkenHi qancekoro iHctutyTy (DIIS) mpo ydacts iHO3eMHHX
JIOOpOBOJIBLIIB, 30KpeMa JaHIliB, 3BEPTAETHCS yBara Ha OpraHizalliiHi
MpoOJieMH, aJlanTallito, MPaBOBY BiJMOBIAaIbHICTh, MaiOyTHE BOJIOH-
TepiB micis noBepHeHns (Greenwood, 2024).

3 topugu4yHOi TOYKU 30py, fAK YKpaiHa, Tak i pd € cropoHamu
KonBenmii 1977 poky, sika He KpuMiHaji3ye [ii HaliMaHIIB 1 He
BCTAHOBJIIOE [UI HUX KOHEKC IOBENIHKHM, alie I1030aBiisie HaiiMaHIIB
FOPHUJIMYHUX MPUBLIEIB, TIOB’I3aHUX 31 CTATYCOM BiliChKOBOIOJIOHCHUX.
Ha Binminy Big pd, Ykpaina Oyna ydacHunero Konsenuii 1989 poky,
KA KpUMiHali3yBala ydacThb y OOWOBMX [isIX HaiMaHIiB, ane y
2015 porti nosimomuiaa OOH mpo BiACTyI BiJi KOHBEHIIIl. 3 TOUKH 30py
MIXXHAPOJHUX 3000B’s13aHb, PI3HUIIT MK JIBOMA JIepKaBaMH IMOJISITAE B
ToMy, IO YKpaiHa foci € ydacHuiero MOHTpPEHChKOro JOKyMEHTa
2008 poky, SKMii MICTUTH TUIaH T JUIS YPSIB IIOMO PEryJtOBaHHS
nmistieHocTI T1BK.

[TpuBatHi BiliCbKOBI KOMIaHIi — 1€ BICHKOBO-TIOMITUYHUI (heHO-
MeH XXI cT., IKuii € cepiio3HIM BUKIMKOM MbKHapoaHoro npasa. [IBK
MOCLIM OCOOTUBE MICIIE Y CYYacHil BiliChKOBO-TIONITHYHIN cepi, cTpa-
TETiAX Ta MpaKTuli aepxas (Adsmywenxo & Asmywenxo, 2024:129).

B Vkpaini Ha 3aKOHOIABUOMY piBHI BHPIIIMIM BPEryJaiOBaTH
nismericTe [IBK. YV kBiTHI 2024 poky Hapomnmii nmemytat Cepriit
I'puBko momgaB a0 BepxoBuoi Paam mpoekt 3akony Ne 11214 «IIpo
MDKHApOJIHI BiHCHKOBI KOMIIaHii», SKuil mependavae Jeramizailito,
BU3HAUCHHSI MIPABOBOT'O CTaTyCy, JIIICH3yBaHHSA, KOHTPOJIb 1 MOJATKOBY
BianosinanbHicTh Wisi [IBK (IIpoexkm 3axony, 2024).

MisnicTepcTBO 000poHH YKpaiHU MiATPHMAIIO 1€t0 3aKOHOMPOEKTY
i3 3aCTEpPEeXKCHHSM, OCKUIBKM IOTOYHA PEIaKilis motpedye aoompa-
IIOBaHHS, 30KpeMa, Y YacTHHAX, SIKi MOXKYTh cynepeduntn KoHctutymii
VYxpainu, 3akoHam «IIpo obopony», «IIpo po3BiaKy» i MiKHApPOTHUM
30008’ si3anusM ([oniwyx, 2024).

Oxpim Oe3mocepenHLol yuacTi B 00MOBUX JistX, criBpobiTHrku [IBK
MOXYTh OyTH 3aJlisiHi B OXOPOHI CTpaTEriyHUX 00’€KTiB, TEX0OCIyro-
BYBaHHI OOMOBHMX KOMILIEKCIB, JIOTICTHII 1 HABYAHHI JIFOYHMX BilCHKO-
BHX. SIkpa3 Te, 10 MOKe CTaTH y HArofdi peryasapauM CuiaM 000pOHH.

Ha nmymky mupekropku mepinoi ykpaincekoi TIBK  (fopummdro
opopmiiera sik TOB) «Owmera Koucantunr I'pyn» Tersau Kebkaio,
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INIBK moxyTth cyrreBo po3BanTaxutd 3C YKpaiHH 1 JONOMOITH B
MiZAroTOBIIl OIAINIB, OCKUIBKHM B YKpaiHi He BUCTA4Yae (DaXOBUX IHCTPYK-
topis. I came IIBK moriu 6 mormomortd B npoMy Hampsami (Iop, 2025).
[porsrom 2022 — 2023 pokis iHcTpykTopu «Omera Koncantuur ['pym»
HaBYMIIM MIHHO-BHOYXOBiii crpaBi OJM3bKO TPHOX THCSAY CIICLIIPH3-
HaueHis I'YP MO.

I1BK — 11¢ MOOITEHMI IHCTPYMEHT Y BHUPIIIEHH] PI3HUX IPOOIEM-
HMX InTadb. Hanpuknazn, 1X ¢axiBil MOXKYTh BHIXaTH Ha MICIE, 1€
MOTPiIOHO MPOBECTH HABYAHHS, BOHU BOJOMIIOTH IHCTPYMEHTAMU
PEKPYTHHIY, SKUX IIPOCTO HEMAaE B peryispHiii apmii. Tak, 3a indop-
Marriero 3acHoBHUKIB «Omera Koncanruur ['pym», Ha gaHuii yac y CBITi
MOJKHA 3HAWTH Oin3bKo 20 THCAY MIATOTOBIEHUX BIHCHKOBUX, fAKI O
JONy4HITHCS 10 obopoun Ykpainu (Iop, 2025). Onnak Ykpaina dinan-
COBO HE CITPOMOKHA YTPUMYBATH 1HO3EMHI ITiAPO3/IIIH.

V pocii e nutadHg Oyiao BHPIIIEHE 32 PAXYHOK MICLEBUX OIirap-
xiB. Hampuknan, pociiiceky TIBK «PemyT» (hiHAHCYIOTE MITBApAEPU
TeHHaii THMYeHKo i oner nepumacka, a [IBK «koHBoi» — apkamiit
poreHOepr.

B Vkpaini BaxxnuBo moOyaysatn Taky mozaens I1BK, ne BoHn He
CITYKUTUMYTh OZHIH JFOMHI UM TPYI, a (QYHKIIOHYBATUMYTh y YiTKHUX
3aKOHOJIABUMX PaMKaXx Ta IiJ] KOHTPOJIEM JIePKaBH.

Odiuiitno [1BK «Barnep» no3wuititoBaiacs sSiK NpUBaTHAN Cy0 €KT,
ane ICHYIOTh Oe33amlepedHi JaHi Mpo JyXe TiCHI 3B’SI3KH 3 KpemiieM,
MiHOOOpOHM p( Ta IHIIMMH JepKaBHUMH opraHizaiismu. Lle Bkitouae
MocTavaHHs 030pOEHHS, JIOTICTHUKH, PO3BIITAHUX, a 1HOMAI 1 KOOPIH-
HaIlito oriepalliii 3 peryisipaumu Bilicbkamu (Racz, 2024).

[Tpu ubomy xouTposs 3a [I1BK He 3aBkau € MOBHUM: 1HOJI BUHH-
KalOTh BHYTPIIIHI CYIEPEYHOCTI, SIK-OT MPOTECTH UM CYNEPEUHOCTI MK
«BarHepoM» 1 poCiiiCbKUM T€HIITa00M 41 MiHOOOPOHH — MPUKJIIAJIOM €
KOPOTKOYAaCHHI 3aKOJIOT/IOBCTAHHSI il KEPIBHHUIITBOM €. TPUTOKMHA B
uepsHi 2023 poky (Racz, 2024).

Otxe, IpUBaTHI BICHKOBI KOMIAHIi BiIIrPalOTh BaXJIMBY POJb Y
Cy4acHHX 30pOMHMX KOH(]IIKTaX, BUKOHYIOUM PI3HOMAaHITHI (YHKIII],
TaKi SK:

1. HonmatkoBa cuia Ha ¢pouTi: IIBK wacto 3amyuarorbest st
HaJaHHSl JIOJAaTKOBHX CHJ Yy 30pOoWHHX KOH(QIIKTaX, IO J03BOJISIE
PEryJIsipHUM BiMICBKOBUM CHJIAM 30CEPEIUTHCS HA OCHOBHHUX OOMOBHX
3apaanssx. [IBK 3xaTHI onepaTBHO pearyBaT Ha 3MiHH OOCTaHOBKH,
3MIIICHIOBATH JIOKAJIBHI OTlepallii, a TAKOK BUKOHYBATH POJIb T ATPHMKH
B KPUTHYHUX 30HaX KOH(DITIKTY.
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2. Ilpuxputrs cnabkux Micip: B ymoBax Hecradi pecypciB 4u
nepconainy, [IBK MoxyTb BUKOHYBAaTH POJb NPUKPHUTTS THX IUISTHOK
¢poHTy abo omeparliid, e JACpPKaBHI CHIM HE MOXYTh 3a0C3TCUUTH
HaJIS)KHUH 3aXHUCT 200 3aXUCTUTH CTPATETIYHO BAYKIIMBI 00’ €KTH.

3. VYuacTte y -cHeniaqbHUX/pU3MKOBAaHMX ormepaunisx: I[IpuBaTHi
BilICbKOBI KOMIIaHIi 4YaCTO BUKOPHCTOBYIOTHCS Il BAKOHAHHS 3aBJIaHb,
SKi BUMAraroTh CIeliaJbHOI MiATOTOBKH ab0 BUCOKOTO PiBHS PU3UKY.
e mMoxe OyTH KOHTPTEPOPUCTHYHA IisUTBHICTh, 3aXHUCT BaXKIMBHUX
00’exTiB iH}pacTpykTypH ab0 y4acTb y MUPOTBOPUHX MICisIX.

4. Tndopmaniitna pons: [IBK MoxyTh Takox OpaT y4acTb y 300pi
Ta aHaji3l pO3BiIAaHMX, a TAKOXX BUKOHYBATH POJb KOHCYJIBTAHTIB Y
MUTaHHSAX CTPATETii Ta TAKTUKHU Ha MOl 0O¥O.

[Ipore ix BUKOpPHCTaHHS B yMOBaX CydacHOI BIHM CYNpPOBOIKY-
€TbCSl HU3KOI OOMEXKEHb, 30KpeMa MpolJieMaMH TEXHIYHOI'O OCHa-
IICHHS, BIJICYTHICTIO IIEHTPAII30BAHOIO YIIPABIIHHS, OPHIAYHUMU
TPYAHOLIAMH Ta OOMEKEHHSIMH Y MMTaHHSIX TOCTYIY A0 (piHaHCyBaHHS
i MenuuyaMX Tociyr. OJHIEIO 3 OCHOBHHUX MPOOJIEM € HEeBHU3HAUCHICTh
npaBoBoro cratycy 6iini [IBK ta 106poBonbiiB, 1110 CTBOPIOE J0AaT-
KOBI CKJIQJIHOIII JUISI MDKHAPOJIHOI CIUIBHOTH Ta HAIlIOHAIBHUX YPSJIIB.

Bukopucranns Hatimaniis uu [I1BK moxe npusBoauTy 0 OiIbIIOq
HEMpO30pOCTi, YCKJIAJHEHHS KOHTPOJIO, MOXIIMBOCTI ITHOPYBaHHS
MpaBUII BEICHHS BiliHHU, TyMaHiTapHOTrO npaBa. € Bumaaku, komu [1BK
a00 HaliMaHIli 3BHHYBAa4yIOTHCSI B TOPTYypax, IMO3aCyJOBHX CTparax,
HEXTYBaHHI JKUTTSM IMBUIBHOIO HacelieHHs. SIkmio aepxkaBa Qop-
MaJlbHO HE BU3HAE iX, 11 MOKE 3MEHIIUTH MOPAJIbHY BilIOBIIAIBHICT
3a Hachigku. Takok BaxkimBa MNpoOlieMa JIEriTUMHOCTL: 1 3 OOKy
MDKHapOHOTO Tpasa, i 3 00Ky rpomajncbkoi nymku. Hassricts TIBK/
HAMaHI[IB MOXE OCIa0UTH JOBipy M0 OQIMIHHUX 30pOHHUX CHII,
MOPOJDKYBATH CTPAX 1 HEMPHSI3HD Y IUBUIEHOTO HACEIICHHSI.

[Mpobnema omHo3naunoro crarycy Oiiiis [IBK ta no0poBosnbiiiB
nojsira€ B TOMY, YA BH3HAIOThCS BOHM KoMmOaTaHTamH, 4d HaliMaH-
MM, Y4 Mig0afaoTh mig 3axucT JKeHeBChbKMX KOHBeHIIH. Lle mae
3HAYCHHS JUI TPaB TOJIOHCHWX, JJIsS BiIOBIAaIbHOCTI 3a BICHKOBI
3JI0YMHH, JUIsi 000B’S3KY JIep>KaBU IIOJI0 pPeraTpialiil T, COIlialbHIX
rapaHTii.

Bucnoexu. Ananiz ¢eHomeHa MpuUBaTHUX BIHCHKOBHX KOMIIAHIH y
KOHTEKCTi MTOBHOMACIITa0HOI pOCiiicbKko-Y KpaiHChKOI BiHH 3aCBiTUMB
iXHIO KJIIOUOBY pOJIb Yy peaiizailii 30BHIIIHBOMOMITHYHOI CTpaTerii
pociiicbkoi (enepartii. Bukopucranns [1BK no3sossie kpemitio 30epiratu
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MEBHY IPABOBY HEBUMMICTh», JUCTAHIIIIOBATHCS Bill O€3M10CepeaHbOT
BIJINOBIZ]AJIbHOCTI 332 BOEHHI 3JI0YMHU Ta MIHIMI3yBaTH IOJNITHYHI
pu3MKU y BUMNaaKy HeBmad. Boanouac nisuibHicTh [IBK cymposo-
JDKY€ThCS. 3HAYHUMH BTpaTaMH cepell 0COOOBOTO CKIIaIy Ta YHCIICH-
HUM{ BUMAJKaM{ TIOPYIIEHHS HOPM MDKHApOJHOTO TYMaHiTapHOTO
Mpaga, 1mo GopMye CepHO3HUN BUKIIMK CUCTEMI MI>KHAPOIHOT OE3IEKH.

Ha yxpaincekoMy Oolli 3amydeHHsI iHO3EMHHX JOOpPOBOJIBIIB Y
ckiaai MDKHApOAHOTrO JlerioHy OOOpOHM YKpaiHu, TONpH OKpeMi
OpraHizalfiifHi TpPYJIHOIi, 3acBiMYMIO MPUHIMIIOBY BiMIHHICTh BiJ
POCiiiChKOT MOJIEI: Po30picTh HOpMyBaHHS, MiAMOPSAKYBAHHS OQiLliii-
HUM JICPKaBHUM CTPYKTYpaM Ta KOHTPOJILOBAHICTh 3 00Ky 30poiHMX
Cun Ykpainu. Lle cTBoproe miaArpyHTS A7 JIETITHMHOTO BUKOPUCTAHHS
MDKHAPOAHOI IOTIOMOTY T MiATPUMKH 3 OOKY COFO3HHKIB.

Otxe, [IBK y cyyacHux KOH(]IIIKTaX BUCTYNalOTh aMOiBaJICHTHUM
SIBUILIEM: 3 OJHOrO OOKy — II¢ IHCTPYMEHT IOCWJICHHS BINCBKOBHX
CIPOMOXHOCTEW, 3 IHIIOTO — JPKEpelo NPaBOBHX 1 TyMaHITapHHX
npobmnem. JlocBin pociiicbko-YkpaiHchkoi BIHHM HAOYHO TOKa3ye, IO
0e3 YiTKOr0 MpPaBOBOIO PEryJIOBaHHS BOHU CTalIOTh YAHHUKOM JECTa-
Oinizanii MbDKHApOJHOTO MOPSAKY .

[Moganburi HaykoBi pO3BIIKM MarOTh OyTH 30CEpEKEHI HA TAKUX
aCTIeKTax. iCTOPHKO-TIOPIBHSUIEHUN aHalli3 BUKOPHUCTaHHS MPUBATHHUX
BiiCBKOBHX KOMIIaHi{ y pi3HHX KOoH(ikrax XX — XXI cT. 3 MeTor0
BUSIBIICHHSI CBOJIIOLIMHUX TEHJICHINH Ta 3aKOHOMIPHOCTEW; BUBUCHHS
MOXIIMBOCTEH MIXHApOIHOTO Ta HALliOHAJILHOTO BPETYIIOBAaHHS CTa-
tycy [IBK, MexaHIi3MiB KOHTPOJIO Ta BiIOBITATBHOCTI 3a BOEHHI
37I0YMHH. 3BEpHEHHSI A0 IUX HANPSAMIB AO3BOJUTH HE JIUIE YTOUHUTH
micue [1BK y cydacniii BoeHHi#l icTopii, ane i crupusitume Qopmy-
BaHHIO HayKOBO OOIPYHTOBaHMX PEKOMEHJIALIN s JepyKaBHOI TOJi-
TUKH Y cepi HAIIOHAJILHOT Ta MI>XKHAPOIHOT OE3IEKH.
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Avtushenko I., Avtushenko O.

THE ROLE OF PRIVATE MILITARY COMPANIES IN THE FULL-
SCALE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR

The article examines the phenomenon of private military companies (PMCs) in the
context of the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war of 2022-2024. The research problem lies
in identifying the role of PMCs as an instrument of Russia’s military and foreign policy
strategy, as well as in clarifying the legal and humanitarian consequences of their
deployment. The purpose of the study is to analyze the functions of PMCs in the
contemporary conflict, to identify the peculiarities of their status, and to reveal the
differences in the use of non-state armed formations by Russia and Ukraine.

The methodological framework is based on historical-comparative and systemic
analysis, as well as an interdisciplinary approach that integrates historical, legal, and
political dimensions of the problem. This has made it possible to trace the evolution of
PMCs, to clarify their place in hybrid warfare, and to determine the specifics of their
activities in the contemporary armed confrontation.
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The article establishes that Russian PMCs («Wagner», «Redut», «Convoy»,
«Patriot», and others) are actively employed by the Kremlin to compensate for losses, to
scale up offensive operations, and at the same time as an instrument of «plausible
deniability» with regard to war crimes. Their activities are accompanied by significant
casualties, internal conflicts, and violations of international law. Ukraine, by contrast,
has focused on the formation of the International Legion of Defense, which operates
within the legal framework and under state control, ensuring transparency and
international support.

The results of the study indicate that PMCs perform a wide range of functions: from
assault operations to intelligence gathering and personnel training. At the same time, the
absence of clear legal regulation of their status creates problems of legitimacy, control,
and compliance with humanitarian law.

The conclusions emphasize that PMCs represent an integral instrument of Russia’s
hybrid warfare and a pressing challenge to international security. For Ukraine, however,
the strategic task lies in developing a balanced model of legal regulation and oversight of
such structures.

Keywords: private military company, mercenarism, Russian-Ukrainian war,
paramilitary formations, foreign volunteers, PMC «\Wagner».
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