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Slobodyanyuk M., Lysenko O. 
 

REFLECTION OF THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR IN MUSICAL 
CREATIVITY 

 
The purpose of the research is to investigate the reflection of the russian-Ukrainian 

war in Ukrainian musical creativity in 2022-2024. The methodology is based on cultural 
history approaches. Problem-chronological and historical-comparative methods, content 
analysis, methods of classification and periodization were used. The scientific novelty 
consists in a complex interdisciplinary study of domestic pop music in the period 2022-
2024 from the point of view not only of historical science, but also of cultural studies, 
psychology and sociology. The state of studying the topic is determined. On the basis of 
a wide range of song texts, author's annotations to video clips and comments of viewers 
under them on the YouTube, the evolution of the dominant moods of the songwriters 
and the population of Ukraine during the war, their interrelationships, mutual influences, 
peculiarities and characteristic features were analyzed. Conclusions. It was established 
that the need to unite the Ukrainian nation around the need to repel Russian aggression 
caused a mass appearance of musical compositions of the corresponding theme. Such 
songs took a central place on the Ukrainian scene. Patriotic songs of popular performers 
had a noticeable impact on the socio-political mood of Ukrainians, emotionally 
supported the stability of people in the rear, and strengthened the fighting spirit of 
military personnel. At the same time, the songwriters themselves remained sensitive to 
public moods and events at the front, which influenced the subject matter and tonality of 
their works. If in 2022 optimistic and romantic ideas about the course of military 
operations prevailed in society, then in 2023 Ukrainians realized that the struggle would 
be difficult and long-lasting, and in 2024 psychological fatigue led many people to the 
desire to internally escape from unpleasant news. Depending on the events at the front 
and changes in the psychological state of the population, the tonality of songs devoted to 
military themes also changed. According to their emotional and informative message, 
national songs of 2022-2024 are classified as songs of inspiration, songs of revenge, 
satirical songs, songs of struggle, songs of sorrow, songs of escapism. The popular 
popularity and high artistic level of many musical works dedicated to the russian-
Ukrainian war have already made them part of the heroic epic and national myth of the 
Ukrainian people. 
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