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Kharuk A. 

 

INFORMATION WARFARE AS A TOOL OF HYBRID AGGRESSION: 
RUSSIAN PROPAGANDA AGAINST UKRAINE 

(2014 – 2022) 
 

This article examines the role of information warfare as a key element of Russia’s 
hybrid aggression against Ukraine from 2014 to 2022. It analyzes the main propaganda 
narratives, dissemination channels (television, internet, social media), and disinformation 
methods during the ATO, JFO, and up to the large-scale invasion of 2022. The evolution of 
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information-psychological operations and their impact on Ukrainian society and the 
international audience are identified. Counter-propaganda mechanisms are outlined, 
emphasizing the importance of strategic communications and media literacy. 

A scientific study of Russian propaganda against Ukraine in 2014–2022 allows us to 
highlight several recommendations. First, it is necessary to continue to develop a national 
system of strategic communications and counter-propaganda, which would quickly 
respond to information threats and convey truthful information to the population and the 
world. Second, the information literacy of the population should be strengthened: through 
education and awareness-raising campaigns, citizens should be taught to recognize fakes, 
critically evaluate sources, and not succumb to emotional manipulation. Third, the state 
should continue the practice of protecting the information space - up to blocking resources 
that are obvious carriers of hostile propaganda and imposing sanctions against those 
involved. Fourth, the international dimension is critically important: Ukraine must 
communicate with the outside world, expose Russia's lies on global platforms, and 
cooperate with allies in countering disinformation. 

Keywords: information-psychological influence; russian propaganda; russian-
Ukrainian war; disinformation. 


