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Demianiuk O. 

 

IMPACT OF THE «RAMSTEIN» FORMAT MEETINGS ON 
STRENGTHENING UKRAINE'S DEFENSE CAPABILITY IN 2022 

 
Following the large-scale invasion of Russian forces into Ukraine on 24 February 

2022, international support for our state intensified. Initially, this support manifested in 
diplomatic measures, moral solidarity, and the provision of asylum for Ukrainian 
refugees. Subsequently, the focus shifted toward delivering military assistance to 
Ukraine. By March–April 2022, such military aid from Western partners increased 
substantially, with many allies (including Germany, Sweden, and others) for the first 
time supplying lethal weapons to Ukraine. 

In the early months of the Russian-Ukrainian war, various types and modifications 
of weapons, ammunition, military equipment, and gear were delivered in a rather ad hoc 
and uncoordinated manner. It became necessary to systematize Western military aid in 
order to ensure its effective employment on the battlefield while simultaneously addressing 
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the most critical needs of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. This raised the issue of 
coordinating military deliveries and defining their priorities. At the initiative of the 
United States, a Contact Group of Partner Nations was established. 

The article focuses primarily on the activities of the Ukraine Defense Contact 
Group (UDCG), also known as the “Ramstein” format, in 2022 – its role in organizing 
and coordinating military assistance to Ukraine, addressing urgent requests of the 
Ukrainian military command during the first year of the full-scale invasion, and shaping 
the transformation of foreign political and military leadership perceptions of the 
Russian-Ukrainian war. 

The paper examines the meetings of foreign defense ministers held under the 
framework of the Ukraine Defense Contact Group, frequently referred to as the 
“Ramstein meetings.” In total, seven such sessions were convened in 2022, conducted in 
hybrid formats (both offline and online) across various European locations, not solely at 
the U.S. Air Force Base Ramstein in Ramstein-Miesenbach, Germany. 

An analysis of the UDCG sessions in the “Ramstein” format demonstrates that each 
subsequent meeting increasingly convinced foreign representatives of the real threat 
posed by Russia not only to Ukraine but also to European states, particularly Poland, 
Finland, and the Baltic nations. The progression of these sessions reveals a shift in 
priorities: “Ramstein-1” – uniting more than forty nations to support Ukraine; 
“Ramstein-2” – transfer of Soviet-designed main battle tanks, helicopters, and coastal 
defense systems; “Ramstein-3” – delivery of Western weaponry, notably M270 MLRS 
and M142 HIMARS; “Ramstein-4” – new commitments from partner nations to support 
AFU operations on land, sea, and in the air; “Ramstein-5” – provision of three-layered 
air defense systems; “Ramstein-6” – reinforcement of Ukrainian air defense, including 
delivery of PzH 2000 self-propelled howitzers and MARS II MLRS; “Ramstein-7” – 
transfer of Hawk air defense systems, among others. 
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