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Malkov O., Pepeliashko I. 
 

EVOLUTION OF ARMY AVIATION HELICOPTER ARMAMENT IN THE 
CONTEXT OF COUNTERING UNMANNED AERIAL VEHICLES (THE 

EXPERIENCE OF THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR, 2014 – 2025) 
 
The article examines the evolution of the armament and equipment of helicopters of 

the Army Aviation of the Land Forces of the Armed Forces of Ukraine in the context of 
countering unmanned aerial vehicles during the Russian-Ukrainian war of 2014–2025. 
Two interrelated directions of development and modernization of aviation equipment are 
analyzed, namely: field initiatives of the personnel of military units and the leadership of 
the Army Aviation Command and the industrial consolidation of field innovations of crews 
in the design of helicopters. Examples of the introduction of modern optoelectronic 
systems and samples of Western weapons into the design of helicopters, after their testing 
in the troops, as well as the implementation of field (actually “homemade”) solutions 
aimed at searching for and destroying unmanned aerial vehicles, are considered. It is 
established how practical initiatives in the troops influenced the development of helicopter 
armament. The world practices of helicopter equipment for combating air threats were 
studied and their positive correlation with domestic experience was revealed. A conclusion 
was made about the relationship between field initiatives of crews and industrial 
modernization of helicopters and the prospects for further development of helicopter 
armament for performing tasks in the air defense system. 

Keywords: army aviation helicopters; unmanned aerial vehicles; modernization of 
aviation weapons; aviation equipment, air defense. 
  


