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Pavlik M. 
 

EVOLUTION OF THE ARMORED VEHICLE FLEET OF THE NATIONAL 
GUARD OF UKRAINE DURING THE REPULSION OF  

RUSSIAN AGGRESSION (2014 – 2021) 
 

This article explores the state and development of armored equipment in the National 
Guard of Ukraine during the Anti-Terrorist Operation (ATO) and the Joint Forces 
Operation (JFO), which marked the initial phase of military resistance to Russian 
aggression in eastern Ukraine. It highlights the fact that at the outset of active hostilities, 
National Guard units –falongside other components of the security and defense sector—
faced a critical shortage of armored vehicles necessary for effective combat operations. In 
response, new units were established within operational detachments, including tank, anti-
tank, artillery, and air defense formations. The study also examines the accelerated 
procurement of domestically-produced armored vehicles from manufacturers such as 
KrAZ. Additionally, the article addresses the global trend of deploying MRAP-class 
vehicles (Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected) and evaluates the challenges faced by 
Ukraine’s defense industry in adapting to modern warfare requirements. 

Keywords: National Guard of Ukraine, russian-Ukrainian war, specialized armored 
vehicles, armored vehicles of the National Guard of Ukraine, Anti-Terrorist Operation, 
Joint Forces Operation. 


