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Aulin O. 
 

SPECIFICITY OF THE INFLUENCE OF THE MILITARY ON  
THE POLITICAL SPHERE OF TURKEY (1923 – 2023) 

 
The article analyzes the specifics of the military's influence on the political sphere 

of the Turkish Republic. It is shown that from the very beginning in the middle of the 
13th century, the process of Ottoman-Turkish state formation took place within the 
framework of the formation of a symbiotic military-religious-administrative system. 
Because of this, the institution of the army received a stable positive marking in the 
public consciousness. From the middle of the 15th century. the military elite, 
personified in the Janissary corps, began to play a noticeable role in the political life 
of the empire. Due to its transformation from an effective military tool of the Ottoman 
rulers to a destructive political force, in the first half of the 19th century. this military 
institution was liquidated. At the turn of the 19th-20th centuries, the officer corps 
belonged to the most educated and patriotic segments of the population of the then 
Ottoman Empire. The Young Turk movement contributed to positive political changes 
in the empire until the time when in 1908. received practically unlimited power and 
later turned into an institution of authoritarian rule of the country by the military. In 
the 1920s, the Ottoman Empire, with the active participation of the armed forces, was 
reformatted into a republic governed by Kemalists using authoritarian methods. The 
institution of the army received legislative registration as the main defender of 
Kemalism, as well as a safeguard against the revival of Islamism. In the 1940s-1990s, 
there was a gradual reduction of the Kemalist system of state administration in the 
direction of democratization, which was accompanied by manifestations of creeping 
Islamization and, at the same time, an increase in the role of the military in the 
political life of the republic. With the coming to power in Turkey in 2002 of moderate 
Islamists led by the current president R.T. Erdogan, an active phase of post-
Kemalistization began. One of the main features of the new stage of Turkish history 
was a significant leveling of the influence of the military on the political sphere of the 
country. According to the results of the 2023 parliamentary and presidential elections. 
We can expect a further change in the role of the military in the political life of the 
country in the event of a victory for the opposition forces. 

Keywords: army, politics, exceptionalism, Islamism, ost-Kemalism. 


