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Ponomarenko M., Iurchenko M. 

 

THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL AIR FORCE PILOTS'  
UNIFORM OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 

 

This article is a part of a thorough scientific study that involves analyzing the history 
of the uniform of air force pilots from different countries, whose experience in this field is 
the most powerful and influences current trends in research, development and production 
of flight technical uniforms. The purpose of the article is to analyze the history of special 
clothing for military pilots of the Royal Air Force (RAF), which was the first to appear as 
an independent air force, not subordinate to other branches of the military, and significantly 
influenced the development of flight uniform in the world. The use of combat aviation is 
important for ensuring national security. At the same time, the effectiveness of combat 
missions and the probability of pilot survival depends on both the airworthiness of the 
aircraft and the quality of the air defense system. Now, new requirements are being put 
forward to flight suit, taking into account the progress of aviation technology, the 
appearance of new aircraft models, the designs of which are becoming more and more 
complex and technologically innovative, and the aerodynamic characteristics are more 
powerful. In addition, it is necessary to take into account the performance of flights in 
extreme weather conditions, an aggressive environment (radioactive, biological, chemical) 
and in conditions of live fire. The theoretical basis is the work on the history of costume, 
uniform studies, ergonomics, aviation history and methods of researching flight and 
technical uniform, which makes the article an interdisciplinary study. The research 
methodology is based on comparative analysis and generalization; historical, comparative 
and systematic methods, which made it possible to identify the peculiarities of flight suit 
development, the reasons for its changes and the history of the formation of requirements for 
functional qualities. The article analyzes the stages of special clothing development and 
equipment of British military pilots in historical retrospect; analyzes the reasons and 
directions of development and improvement of their costume; summarizes the requirements 
for special clothing and equipment in terms of its protective functions; provides prospects for 
further development, taking into account the achievements of the latest technologies 
in the creation of helmets, protective clothing, smart materials. 

Keywords: history  of  costume,  flight  uniform,  Royal  Air  Force  (RAF),  Great  
Britain, airplanes. 


