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Antoniuk Ya., Zek B.  
THE LAST BOIVKY OF THE OUN (MELNYKIVTSI): VOLYN. 1945 – 

1950 YEARS 
 
The processed materials show that the armed struggle of the OUN(M) underground 

against the Soviet authorities continued in Western Ukraine in the postwar period. It 
was discovered that it lasted until March 1950. The territories of Lutsk district of 
Volyn region were the only territories where the activities of Melnykivtsi sabotage 
and terrorist groups (boivky) in the postwar period were documented. Despite the 
significant organizational role of the emissaries of the Ukrainian Nationalist Leadership 
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from Munich, these boivkas were created and replenished exclusively by the locals 
aged from 16 to 29 years old. The armament was mainly Soviet-made: pistols, rifles, 
PPSh submachine guns and RPD handguns, as well as grenades. The ambush, as well 
as  acts  of  individual  terror  were  the  basis  of  combat  tactics.  They  were  aimed  at  
individual representatives of the Soviet authorities, heads of collective farms and security 
forces. The opposition to the enemy's agents among the Melnyk entourage and within 
the underground network was an important part of the struggle. Those counterintelligence 
actions were determined by the specifics of anti-underground MDB-MVS tactics, based 
on intelligence work at that period of time. Despite the fact that the rivalry between 
Melnyk and Bandera continued, both sides tried to avoid armed confrontation. In general, 
their tasks for working methods in this period in Volyn were identical. In particular, 
sabotage and terrorist operations were aimed at disrupting Sovietization and proving 
the armed presence of the underground network in the region. Intelligence was collected 
primarily to prepare for the future war between the USSR and the Anglo-American 
bloc. The Melnykivtsi and Banderivtsi were allies of the latter and hoped to gain 
statehood for Ukraine with their help. The small number of members and isolation 
were the peculiarity of the OUN (m) boivkas. The courier communication with the 
leadership of the Ukrainian Nationalists' Association in Munich was unsystematic.  
It significantly influenced only the process of formation of those Melnyk sabotage and 
terrorist units. For those reasons, after 1948, Melnyk boivkas minimized their activity, 
and their main task was to avoid the complete destruction by the operational groups of 
the MDB-MVS. On the other hand, the Bandera underground in Western Ukraine 
remained highly combat-ready for the next several years. 

Keywords: OUN(M), Volyn region, melnykivtsi, boivka, MDB, MVS, sabotages, 
terrorist attacks, couriers.  
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Voitovych L. 
TH  FORTRESS F MIKOLAIV IN THE SYSTEM OF DEFENSE OF 

GALYCHYNA IN 1850-1914 . 
 

In the article the problems of preparation of defensive of Galychyna are considered in 
the srcjnd half of 19 – at the beginning 20 of century on the example of development 
of building and use of fortress of Mykolaiv on Dnister. The exposed ideas of construction 
of defensive, fundamental vhanges of fortification in a marked period {firing is from 
the closed positions and use of high-capacity projectiles) and location, types and 
features of strengthening of fortress, are Mykolaiv on the different stages of building. 
Influence is shown on development of building of discussion round principles of 
defensive of Galychyna, creation of new infrastructure with the net of railways, roads 
hard-sufrace, railway and highway dridges, change of political conjuncture (first of all 
thhe Austrian-Russian relations), activiti of Russian secret service (“on the right of 
Redl”) and Galychyna moskwofils. The special attention is spared to the events round 
a fortress during the Galychyna battle in 1914 and Polish-Ukraine war 1918–1919, in 
particular participating in these events of the known war-lords of Konrad von Hötzendorf, 
Böhm-Ermoli, Brusilov, Kornilov, Denikin, Kurmanowych and Grekov. The episodes 
of  receipt  of  fortress  are  reflected  by  the  Russian  troops  and  fights  round  her.  One  
Mykolaiv fortress on the bst the stored sights of fortification of First World war and 
territory of Ukraine. But in our days developed on attempts do destroy bits and pieces 
of fortress and open out on her territory carrers for getting of sand. 

Keywords: defensive of Galychyna, fortress Mykolaiv, Konrad von Hötzendorf, 
Böhm-Ermoli, Brusilov, Kornilov, Denikin, Kurmanowych, Grekov. 
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Drohobytskyi I.  
MILITARY CREATIVE DIMENSION OF THE OUN’s (b) STATE-

BUILDING EFFORTS IN HALYCHYNA (June-August 1941) 
 

The article focuses on some consequences of the state-building process, which 
was initiated by the proclamation of the «Act of Restoration of Ukrainian Statehood» 
by the members of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (Bandera’s party) 
(June 30, 1941). The attempts of the main figures of the revolutionary part of the 
nationalist movement to begin the formation of the armed forces in the form of the 
«Ukrainian National Revolutionary Army» are presented. These aspirations are consider 
in the context of previous attempts by the then leadership of the nationalist movement 
of that time to form military units, which should play a basic role in the formation of 
the national army and the further implementation of the idea of a national sovereign state. 

At the generalized form the personal dimension of the mentioned process is 
presented. Manifestations of army development in July-August of 1941 in the form of 
the establishment of military-educational institutions for the training of command staff 
of various levels are analyzed. The geography of their existence is outlined. The methods 
used to continue the activities of some of them after the closure of the majority due to 
repression and pressure from the Nazi secret services are presented. 

This set of the events is present against the background of the attitude of the 
occupying power to the national aspirations of the statehood. The main reasons for the 
gradual evolution of the revolutionary part of the nationalist movement to the perception 
and awareness of the needing to implement the idea of creating military guerrilla’s 
structures are identified. 

The importance of the role of the stratums of the simple population in the formation 
of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army is emphasized. 

In the coverage of the topic journalistic and archival materials of the nation 
underground, sources of memoir character were used. Some discussion provisions on 
this issue, presented in the works of some foreign researchers, are analyzed. 

Keywords: national idea, state formation, statehood, armed forces, Organization of 
Ukrainian Nationalists, Dryhtes of Ukrainian Nationalists, Ukrainian Insurgent Army. 
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Kryvyziuk L. 
EMPLOYMENT OF THE ARMORED TANK TROOPS BY THE RED 

ARMY AT THE BEGINNING OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR: 1939 
 

Annotation. The author proceeds with the theme on employment of the tank forces 
throughout World War II. A military-historical analysis of employment of the armoured 
forces as a component of the Ukrainian Front of the People’s Red Army during the 
military campaign against Poland in September-October 1939 has been carried out. 
The drawbacks in the evolution of the armoured forces and significant shortcomings 
in the manual on the training of specialists for the tank forces were identified as well 
as conclusions have been drawn.Research Objective. To investigate the employment of 
the tank corps by the command of the Ukrainian Front of the Red Army, separate tank 
brigades and tank units of direct infantry and cavalry combat support in frames of the 
military campaign against Poland.The scientific novelty of the obtained results consists 
in a comprehensive analysis of the course of actions related to establishment, equipping, 
augmentation of the front asset with the armoured forces subsequently their intensive 
employment while the offensive operation against Poland.Conclusions. As a result of 
the Red Army offensive conducted in the absence of actual resistance from the enemy, 
the military-political leadership underestimated the combat experience, without having 
amended the existing drawbacks concerning troops leading issues, they made a number 
of other crucial errors. To be specific, disbanding the command of tank corps, reducing 
the rear of tank brigades, eliminating the rifle and machine gun brigades along with 
the relative battalions as assets of the tank units were proposed. Appropriate outcomes, 
at least partly, were drawn only after the failure of Finnish campaign throughout 
1939-1940. 

The fundamental drawback in the development of armoured forces in the 1930s 
was the inconsistency of the quantitative growth of the tank personnel with the quality 
of command, supply and maintenance systems. The combat power of tanks lagged behind 
the requirements of the time. The shortcomings of combat training led to the multitude 
damage of tanks. 

Keywords: Ukrainian front, army group, tank corps, brigade. 
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Prokip A., Myhalskyj Yu. 
ODESA «NOVEMBER ACT» PETRO BUBELA'S 
 
The article considers the events that took place in Odesa in 1920 and highlights 

the participation of military personnel, Otaman of the Galician Army (GA) Petro Bubela. 
The methodological basis of the study was a comprehensive approach to the analysis 
of military activity of P. Bubela, which began during the First World War and manifested 
itself in the successful organization of the November Act of 1918 in Lviv, participation 
in the development of military structures of the Western Ukrainian People's Republic 
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(WUNR). Deputy Secretary of State for Military Affairs. With the transition of the GA 
to Greater Ukraine, P. Bubela held the positions of military commandant of Kyiv and 
Vinnytsia. The study reveals P. Bubela's participation in negotiations with the Denikinites 
in late 1919 on the basis of source material. Based on his successful experience of 
organizing the November Act in Lviv, the command (Supreme Command) of the 
Galician Army (GA) entrusted him to conduct a similar operation in Odesa in the early 
1920 - to take control GA city, taking advantage evacuation the army of A. Denikin to 
the Crimea and arrival of the Galician corps from Italy. Lack of time, a small number 
of Galician military forces in Odesa, the rapid Bolshevik offensive, did not allow       
P. Bubela to fully implement the command plan. On the basis of archival documents, 
the myth of the death of the ataman at the hands of the Bolsheviks in Odesa in April 
1920 is refuted. During the shooting of red railway cars with captured Galicians in 
Odesa, he managed to survive. After being in the Odesa prison, he was transferred to 
Kharkiv. At the end of 1920 he returned to Odesa, where he lived until the next arrest 
in 1931. It is stated that the study of military activities of P. Bubela, in particular his 
participation in the events of Odesa in 1920 remain promising and require further 
thorough study. 

Keywords: P. Bubela, November Act, Galician Army, Bolsheviks, Odesa. 
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Prokhovnyk P. 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION UKRAINE - NATO IN THE 

CONDITIONS OF THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR: REGULATORY 
FRAMEWORK 

This article analyzes the historical aspect of the formation of Ukrainian legislation 
in the field of international military cooperation, the implementation of international 
treaties of various levels in the national legislation of Ukraine. The Euro-Atlantic course 
is hereditary, it was supported by the previous President of Ukraine and leading political 
forces.The main emphasis is on the implementation of Ukraine's international military 
cooperation with foreign states and international organizations in the context of the 
hybrid war of the Russian Federation against Ukraine. Ukraine's cooperation with the 
Alliance is based on a meaningful legal framework established at the end of the 20th century. 

In the conditions of the aggression of the Russian Federation, the Ukrainian authorities 
took a series of practical measures in the military-political sphere, which contributed 
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to the effective counteraction to the Russian aggression. Among them: renunciation of 
non-aligned status, consolidation of the Euro-Atlantic vector of state development in 
the Constitution of Ukraine, adoption of a new National Security Strategy of Ukraine, 
Military Doctrine, other laws and regulations, including the Law of Ukraine "On National 
Security". Thus, a strategic foundation for reforms and significant rapprochement of 
Ukraine with NATO has been formed. 

In the conditions of the Russian-Ukrainian war, the Ukrainian authorities took a 
series of practical measures in the military-political sphere, which contributed to the 
effective counteraction to Russian aggression. International legal framework for cooperation 
with NATO is constantly expanding and it can be argued that this process has recently 
intensified again. The outlined measures of political and legal nature allowed to form 
a strategic foundation for reforms and significant rapprochement of Ukraine with NATO. 

Key words: NATO, Ukraine, cooperation. 
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Terskyj S. 
DEFENSE BUILDING ON THE VERESHCHYTSA RIVER ON THE 

BACKGROUND OF THE MILITARY AND POLITICAL SITUATION ON THE 
HALYCH-VOLYN BORDER IN THE SECOND HALF OF XII - XIV centuries. 

 

The valley of the Vereshchytsia River is one of the nodal territories of the Galician-
Volyn border, during the XI-XIV centuries. was the scene of military confrontation in 
the struggle for the conquest of Galicia, as well as the border of the separate Zvenigorod 
and Przemy l principalities. Its central part, together with the chronicle town, was formed 
at the intersection of strategic roads from Przemy l to Halych and from Belz to Halych. 

The military actions of 1219–1220, when Hungarian King Andrew occupied Przemy l 
(and thus the entire parish), and his faithful Galician boyar Sudyslav Bernatovych planted 
his men in Gorodok on Vereshchytsia, are reflected in chronicles. However, the specific 
course of these events is rather sparsely reflected in written sources. 

Located in the lower reaches of the Vereshchytsia River, near the valley of the 
Dniester River in the village. Berezets settlement is still poorly studied archaeologically. 
The powerful and once long ramparts that encircled this unknown city from the chronicles 
testify to the existence of a significant family center here. The city was the center of a 
densely populated part of the so-called Transnistrian Opillya. Subjects that testify to 
military affairs have been studied. Finds of Byzantine lead seals probably indicate the 
presence of high clergy in this city. Instead, small boyar estates are located on the less 
fertile sandy lands of Small Polissya in the upper reaches of the Vereshchytsia River. 

Taking into account the results of the latest archeological excavations in this area, 
the historical role of the ancient fortifications of the Vereshchytsia river valley is 
characterized. Their dating has been established. Numerous finds of medieval weapons 
are analyzed, which additionally illustrate the state of the military infrastructure of the 
Vereshchytsia river valley. 

Key words: network of fortifications, defense construction, military-political situation, 
Vereshchytsia river valley, Halych-Volyn state. 
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The article is aimed to describe the process of detection and arrests of OUN illegals 
in the western regions of the Ukrainian SSR by the state security services in the second 
half of the 1950s – 1970s, to show the voluntary surrender of former members of the 
OUN and the UPA. The methodological basis consists of the principles of scientific 
objectivity and historicism. The following historical methods were used: retrospective, 
comparative, structural, and problematic. The scientific novelty of the obtained results is 
determined by the fact that the scientific review of the unpublished archival documents 
and materials stored at the State Archives of the Security Service of Ukraine reviews the 
activities of the State Security Committee (KGB) of the republic aimed at the detection 
and arrest of the former guerrilla fighters, who were of illegal status. Conclusions. It was 
established that as of February 1955, in the western regions of the Ukrainian SSR, there 
were eleven separated insurgent fighting groups of thirty-two individuals and eighteen 
single militants. In addition, over a hundred people, including the former leaders of the 
armed nationalist insurgency, were in an illegal situation. After the amnesty announced 
by the communist authorities, some of the former members of the insurgent resistance 
movement voluntarily surrendered. Others – illegals – continued to engage in acts of 
sabotage, terrorism and other . The KGB of the Ukrainian SSR, fulfilling the demands of 
the authorities of the republic, made significant efforts to find the illegals and eliminate 
the remaining opponents. With the aim of defaming the national liberation movement, 
trials were organized against its participants, who were forced to make favorable 
confessions to the authorities under pressure. 
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Trofymovych Liliya 
Kalyayev Anatoliy 
Shvaiko Tetiana 

 

THE ANTI-NAZI RESISTANCE MOVEMENT IN THE LAND OF OSTROH: 
NATIONALIST AND SOVIET COMPONENTS (1942–1944) 

 
The goal of the article is to examine the formation of the nationalist and Soviet 

components of the resistance movement in the land of Ostroh in the period of the 
German-Soviet war. The methodological basis was formed on the principles of scientific 
objectivity and historicism. One of the first pieces of information about the rising 
tensions between the Ukrainian nationalist forces and the German occupants occurred by 
the end of 1942. The significant rise of the anti-German resistance movement on the part 
of the UPA guerrilla divisions in Volyn and, in particular, in the land of Ostroh, which 
was a part of the rebel group "Ozero", began in the middle of March 1943. The 
occupants qualified it as an insurgent movement. The "unsuccessful outcomes" of the 
fighting with the UPA in the land of Ostroh caused a traditional reaction of the German 
invaders – mass terror against the peaceful civilians. In order to fight the Ukrainian 
insurgency, the Nazi command often used foreign military personnel in addition to their 
own. In total, nearly 500 men of multinational forces under German command were 
deployed in Ostroh. Archival documents indicate that they came to local villages on 
several occasions for punitive and confiscatory purposes. The main form of the Soviet 
resistance movement in Ukraine, at least at the beginning of the war, was the partisan 
struggle. In Ostroh, the guerrilla began its activity from the end of 1942. In the following 
year, it recruited 40 men. The insurgents distributed leaflets and various messages, 
organized various forms of assistance to the Red Army and carried out sabotage. In the 
land of Ostroh a brigade was operating, which was commanded by A. Odukha, the main 
location of which in March 1943 was the village of Teremne. Since the end of 1943, the 
level of confrontation between Ukrainian insurgents and Soviet partisans became 
consistently high. Military operations took place. Thus, in the course of the German-
Soviet war, the land of Ostroh has made a significant contribution to the overall structure 
of the anti-Nazi struggle in Ukraine. The nationalist and Soviet resistance groups were 
fully active in the region, each of them pursuing their own objective.  

Keywords: resistance movement, the land of Ostroh, partisans, UPA, occupants, 
anti-Hitlerite struggle. 
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Chikalin R. 
DID THE CITY SURVIVE? DESCRIPTION OF THE CONTRIBUTION 

OF LVIV TO B. KHMELNYTSKY IN 1648 
 
The siege of the Lviv by Cossack and Tatar troops under the leadership of 

Hetman  B.  Khmelnytsky  in  1648  is  a  still  a  topic  that  has  a  list  of  inaccuracies  and  
myths. It is often considered in the broad context of the history of Ukraine in the 17-th 
century or the history of 1648 - 1657 or military history, thus losing important details. 
Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytsky is also often portrayed as trying to "liberate" Lviv and the 
entire Russ voivodeship, and the local population of «Ritus graeci» shows as loyal to the 
Cossack-Tatar army and the hetman. The issue of paying Lviv tribute to the Cossacks 
and Tatars, despite the availability of documents still remains open for discussion. Using 
published and unpublished sources, the author shows a systematic description of the 
siege of Lviv, based on the memories of Lviv eyewitnesses. 

In fact, after two weeks of the siege, Lviv military and civilians people remained 
safe only in a small area within the defensive walls, deprived of water, food and 
weapons. The Cossacks of Khmelnytsky and the Crimean Tatars were free to move 
around the city and collect tribute, the Cossack artillery dominated under Lviv, and the 
High Castle, as a defensive fortress, lost its significance forever after 1648. Considering 
the  described  facts,  should  we  assume  that  the  city  survived  before  Khmelnytsky  -  a  
historical fact or a political interpretation of the Lviv residents themselves, who survived 
the siege?  

Lviv has paid dearly for the siege and for Khmelnytsky to leave. A lot of resources 
and money were lost. Many citizens died. Leaving the Cossacks and Tatars did not 
guarantee safe for the locals and for a long time there was no peace in Lviv. And the 
hetman himself only strengthened his advantages before the siege: fear of him and a 
sense of impunity for those who were loyal to him.  

Is the hetman really saw Lviv as a city that was supposed to be part of the Cossacks 
in 1648 or whether he only saw this city as another obstacle on his way to his own goals 
or did the storming and destruction of the High Castle matter when Lviv went to 
negotiations and was ready to pay tribute to the Cossacks and Tatars - in this article the 
author tries to answer this question. 

Keywords:siege, High Castle, Khmelnytsky. 
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Varakuta V. 
STATISTICS, CIRCUMSTANCES AND CAUSES OF UNJUSTIFIED 

LOSSES IN THE RED ARMY DURING THE SECOND WORLD WAR 
 

In favor of political leadership and political tendencies in Russia for more than 
twenty years, large-scale propaganda changed views on certain events of World War II in 
the USSR, accompanied by outright distortion of historical facts, manipulation of losses 
in Russia. To do this, in 2009 Russian President Dmitry Medvedev set up a state 
commission to counter the "falsification" of history in favor of Russian interests, where the 
main concern is the general history of the German-Soviet war, ie the Great Patriotic War. 

This applies to virtually all areas of war research conducted by modern Russian 
"experts", from the assertion of the prominent and decisive role of the "great Russian 
people" and the insignificant role of other peoples of the USSR, including Western 
Europe and the United States. The author tries to comprehensively and impartially 
investigate, systematize and generalize with the help of various, often contradictory 
sources, statistics of Red Army losses, analyze the general nature of physical defects of 
soldiers received during the war, determine the circumstances and root causes. 

To do this, it is advisable to turn to dry statistics of facts, which are confirmed by 
archival, recently declassified documents that do not coincide with the statistics that since 
Soviet times are still officially supported by the Russian leadership and considered by him 
as an axiom. 

Having considered and researched the available sources of information, it is 
expedient to identify a number of main reasons that significantly affected the quantitative 
losses of Red Army personnel during the German-Soviet war: 

- political miscalculations and military-strategic mistakes of the Soviet leadership, 
which delayed the preemptive strike, missing instead of the German; 

- repression of the 1930s and 1940s, events that led to the replacement of 
experienced commanders by officers and generals with insufficient or no practical and 
combat experience; 

- panic and disorganization in the actions of the Red Army and the top leadership of 
the country, the fear of the highest command before Stalin to take responsibility; 

- uniform distribution of the mass of Soviet troops at the front, which did not give an 
advantage over the concentrated strikes of the Germans; 

- the inability of Soviet experts to draw conclusions from the experience of wars and 
military conflicts (the tactics of "blitzkrieg" with a tank component, the Germans have 
already used in the war against Poland); 

- inability at the initial stage of the war by commanders and soldiers of the Red Army 
to conduct defensive battles; 

- Insufficient time and quality of professional and technical training and practical 
skills of officers in accelerated courses; 

- indifference of commanders of different levels (especially the highest rank) to save 
the lives of subordinates, so the low quality of action planning (combat operations) and 
management and unity of tactics of offensive combat; 

- focusing an unjustified number of Soviet troops not on the directions of the main 
strike, but on the entire front to more reliably ensure offensive operations; 

- weak technical equipment of armaments and military equipment with modern means 
of communication for effective counteraction to the enemy, until the beginning of 1944. 

Key words: World War II, statistics, military losses, veterans with disabilities, 
causes of losses, Red Army. 
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Ilnytska Uliana  
NATO INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION POLICIES AND 

PRACTICES OF NORTH ATLANTICALLIANCESTRATEGIC 
COMMUNICATIONS’ IMPLEMENTATION 

 

The article discusses the information and communication activities and strategic 
communications policy of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. The essence and 
conceptual principles of NATO strategic communications, principles, and vectors of 
communication strategies’ implementation are studied. The history of the North Atlantic 
Alliance strategic communications’ formation and transformation is analysed. It is noted 
that communication diplomacy and strategic communications have become an essential 
component of NATO’s foreign policy in the global information field. Information and 
communication activities and strategic communications are both integral and effective 
mechanisms for implementing the Alliance policy, ensuring the organization’s accurate 
positioning in the system of international relations, forming a political image, achieving 
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the block’s foreign policy goals while raising awareness and understanding of NATO by 
the international community. The article argues that strategic communications of the 
North Atlantic Alliance are aimed at combating misinformation, resisting negative 
information influences, and disproving stereotypes around the organization's image. 

Significant attention in the article is focused on the analysis of the institutional and 
regulatory dimension of the implementation of organisation’s information and 
communication policy. The functional characteristics of the NATO strategic 
communications model for the effective international and foreign policy activities are 
highlighted. The mechanisms and means of practical implementation of the strategic 
communications of the North Atlantic Alliance are described. 

The establishment of a constructive dialogue with Eastern European countries and 
the  countries  of  the  former  socialist  camp  has  become  a  priority  vector  of  NATO  
information policy and strategic communications in the post-bipolar period. Ukraine is a 
NATO partner country in bilateral contacts and communications at all levels. Ukraine-
NATO partnership in the field of strategic communications is analysed in the article. 

NATO’s effectively coordinated strategic communications as well as information 
and communication policies ensure the influence of the Alliance and its support in the 
21st-century military, civilian and hybrid operations. 

Keywords: Strategic communications of the North-Atlantic Alliance; NATO’s 
information and communication activity and public diplomacy; communicative strategies; 
disinformation; hybrid and information warfare; Ukraine-NATO partnership in strategic 
communications. 
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Pytlovana L. 
INFLUENZA EPIDEMICS OF THE 19TH CENTURY TO THE FIRST 

THIRD OF THE 20TH CENTURY IN THE IN THE PUNCH MAGAZINE 
REPRESENTATION 

 
Punch magazine was concerned with public health, medical developments, and, 

consequently, disease epidemics in Britain due to its genre specificity, its editorial 
concept envisioning a balance of entertaining and intellectually stimulating material, 
and its social orientation. Punch responded to outbreaks of influenza epidemics in the 
country with some diverse cartoons relating to different aspects of social life. The lack 
of knowledge by medical science about the etiology of the disease created problems in 
coping with it, so the methods and means of treating influenza were a particular focus 
of Punch's attention. 

1840s magazine's radicalism, its support for the Chartist movement, and active 
reaction to related events prevented it from devoting much attention to the influenza 
epidemic of 1847-1848. Nonetheless, cartoons have presented the disease as 
dangerous, which should not be trifled with.  

From the magazine's founding and until and including the First World War, it 
paid most attention to the 'Russian' influenza epidemic of 1889-1893. It was notable 
for its high morbidity, and by early 1890 was rated by Punch as the number-one 
problem for Britain. 

The comparatively low mortality rate during nineteenth-century epidemics and 
the advances made by medicine in the search for influenza agents enabled the early 
twentieth-century magazine to treat influenza as a common illness that everyone must 
catch sooner or later. 

The 1918-1919 'Spanish flu' epidemic, with its high mortality rate, especially 
among young people, demonstrated the level of threat that the flu can endanger 
humanity. However, due to the constraints of military censorship, which required 
avoiding topics that might provoke panic, the magazine presented the course of the 
epidemic in Britain in a humorous and unpretentious style, and the proportion of 
textual material far exceeds its illustrative ones. But in keeping with its style, Punch 
magazine satirizes the government institutions responsible for the problems linked to 
the epidemic, mocks the ineffective treatments offered by official medicine and the 
concoctions of charlatans, and salutes the ordinary British people who never tired of 
finding positivity even in a situation of war and unprecedented flu pandemic. 

Keywords: cartoon, epidemic, flu, great britain, punch magazine. 
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Skrypnyk A.  
DESSERTING IN THE RUSSIAN ARMY IN THE EARLY 19th CENTURY: 

CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF THE PROBLEM 
 

The article presents the analysis of the reasons of soldiers’ deserting from the 
regular army of the Russian Empire. The author suggests scholarly interpretation and 
evaluation of this phenomenon in the research papers of historians and other present-day 
scholars. The relevant legislative framework is listed chronologically. It was produced in 
order to totally oppress both the soldiers’ desire to quit the military service and the 
sympathy of the local population who hid and assisted the deserters legally named 
criminals. In the course of the investigation, the Ukrainian historians’ approaches are 
being appealed to as they are devoid of imperial partiality and military aggrandizement 
but study it as primarily a social phenomenon of the Ukrainian society of the 19th century. 

The paper shows the attempts of the deserted soldiers to escape and avoid 
repressions and punishment on the side of the Imperial military-judicial mechanism, their 
desperate efforts to leave the territory of the Empire or dissolve among the local 
population. 

The repressive character of the officials from the county’s law enforcement 
institutions as well as the main stages of investigating measures usually resulting in 
ruthless sentences are analysed and described. The archives and legislative sources 
revealed social contradictions and conflicts between representatives of different social 
strata in the centre of which were the army deserters. There were motivations for the 
former to report, hunt the people for financial reward, settle scores between the village 
authorities and the villagers. After Right-Bank had been annexed by the Russian Empire, 
the problem of deserters was being solved quickly and decisively, in the style of Pavlo 
the First’s politics. 

Deserting has been proved to be one of the social and political drawbacks in the 
military mechanism of the Moscow state grounded on serfdom. As a result, the attitude 
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of the local authorities and population towards the deserted soldiers were contrary 
different which traditionally led to the conflicts between their representatives. 

The research underlines deserting as the widespread phenomenon on the territory of 
Ukraine where the Russian military regiments were settled, on the one hand, and the 
system of functions performed by the judicial and executive authority bodies in the 
counties and provinces directed at investigation and repressive measures against the 
deserted soldiers within the legislative field of the Empire, on the other. That is, it 
happened exactly when these deserters found themselves on that territory and under the 
judicial duties of the corresponding civil institutions. It all was because, in case of 
investigation undertaken by military courts attached to the army divisions and corps, the 
dialogue was short but the sentences – quite ferocious like “to beat with whips, to cut out 
nostrils or to send to galleys till the end of their lives”. 

Objectives. The author uses the available archives materials and scholarly works 
and aims at analysing their contents objectively and impartially. The key objective is to 
reveal the complicated and contradictory aspects of the Russian Imperial state politics 
concerning the persons who knowingly violated the law and to objectively evaluate the 
activity of the county’s law enforcement institutions in their combat with deserters. 

Methodology. The research is grounded on the historical-descriptive, historical-
systemic, historical-comparative and statistic methods which enabled to describe the 
specifics of relations between the official authorities and local population concerning 
military deserters as an illegal phenomenon in the country of serfdom. 

Conclusion. Throughout late 18th – early 19th centuries, the Russian authorities 
conducted purposeful and systemic struggle with deserting as a socio-political 
phenomenon in the army and society by means of exclusively repressive methods and 
tools. The system of the imperial state structure and the approaches towards principles of 
top officials appointment in the military assumed wide range of oppressive methods and 
intimidation. Meanwhile, the idea of an ordinary man being paltry and inadequate was 
carried forward into the social consciousness as well as the duty to diligently serve the 
autocratic state system. 

The unbearable conditions, often like those in prison or servitude, of service of the 
imperial army of serfs, high mortality among the military were the key reasons of origin 
and spread of deserting, mainly among recruits and young soldiers. With the course of 
time, there was a whole stratum of “incorrigible deserters” in the troops what indicated 
that the phenomenon was well-rooted and the military authorities could not cope with it. 

One of the leading directions in which the local bodies of civil executive power, the 
police and courts fulfilled their functions was intensive search of the deserted soldiers. In 
case they were caught, they got cruel sentences and corporal punishment. Concerning 
the local citizens daring to help the deserters and give shelter to them, the authorities 
understood clearly that the struggle would fail unless that social layer were destroyed or 
bribed. 

Key words: Russian Empire, regular army, deserting, concealment, legislation, local 
authorities, investigation, population. 
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Turchak O. ,Truba R. 
RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN INTERSTATE RELATIONS ON THE EVE OF 

THE 2014 WAR 
 

The article deals with the analysis of the history of Russian-Ukrainian interstate 
relations on the eve of Russian aggression in 2014. A step-by-step overview of the 
development of these relations is offered. The creation and implementation of the legal 
framework of the outlined issues is considered. It was emphasized that the agreement on 
friendship, cooperation and partnership between Ukraine and the Russian Federation of 
May 31, 1997 was the basis of interstate relations between Ukraine and Russia. At the 
same time, the legal framework of these relations includes more than 370 interstate 
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documents. Despite such a broad legal basis, further military actions and Russia's 
aggressive foreign policy led to the destruction of the established norms of interstate 
coexistence. Armed aggression has destroyed the whole complex of contractual and 
legal relations between the two countries. In particular, on April 1, 2019, this agreement 
expired due to the adoption by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine of the Law of Ukraine 
"On Termination of the Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Partnership between 
Ukraine and the Russian Federation." 

In these interstate relations, Russia views Ukraine exclusively in the context of 
Slavic unity and the "Russian world." Ukraine's attempts to break out of the "fraternal 
embrace" of its eastern neighbor are perceived as a threat and challenge to the future of 
the new empire. 

Attention is drawn to the combination of Russia's aggressive policy with its post-
war pressure on Ukraine and, ultimately, on the entire world community. A striking 
example of this political course can be, in particular, the so-called "Kharkov agreements". 

The aggressor country used a wide range of means to achieve a strategy to prevent 
Ukraine from signing an agreement with the EU and getting involved in the Customs 
Union. 

Nevertheless, at the interstate level, Russia has declared positive trends in the 
development of mutual relations in the spirit of friendship and good neighborliness. 

Key words: interstate relations, interstate contractual and legal relations, Russian 
aggressive foreign policy, external threats, negotiations. 
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Kutska O., Peremybida D. 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DESIRE FOR EXIT TO THE SEA WITHIN 

THE FRAMEWORK OF WATER CONFLICTS OF THE XXI CENTURY. 
PART I: FOREIGN EXPERIENCE OF PEACEFUL CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

 

Water conflicts, like any other form of conflict between countries, lead to unstable 
situations in various parts of the world and cause international concern. As the issue of 
water disputes has been repeatedly raised in the world's scientific discourse, the aim has 
been to single out from the general information that relating to disputes over access to 
the sea. Moreover, the focus is on those episodes where the solution was invented 
peacefully. Recourse to such methods of cognition as induction and deduction, content 
analysis, analysis-discourse, use of historical-typological, historical-comparative and 
historical-systemic approaches made it possible to highlight the issues considered in the 
study and allowed to present the material in a clear and logical completeness. The 
analysis allowed us to propose an author's division of the realization of the aspirations of 
states to access to water into options: the first - gaining access to the sea by renting 
seaports in another country by concluding bilateral agreements (Ethiopia); the second - 
retention of access to the sea in accordance with the decision of the International Court 
of Justice (Honduras); third  rejection by an international court of a claim for access to 
the sea (Bolivia); fourth  gaining access to the sea by joining the regional union 
(Paraguay). As a result of the conducted scientific generalizations, it was concluded that 
there is no universal solution to the problem of meeting the needs of countries that do 
not border the sea or the ocean, but seek to do so. This is primarily due to the 
geographical location of the country, the difference in the origin of the problem, 
diplomatic relations with the coastal country and the unwillingness of the conflicting 
parties to peaceful dialogue. At the same time, the peaceful settlement of disputes over 
access to the high seas must be a major challenge and can be achieved through the 
intergovernmental efforts of both the international community and the representatives of 
the states between which they arose. This decision will directly depend on the will of the 
transit countries in combination with the decency of the states that will use its territory, 
transport and port infrastructure. In the event of a friendly agreement, both sides of the 
conflict will only benefit, as they will demonstrate the capacity for dialogue and 
international cooperation, which in turn will increase their attractiveness and reliability 
as partners in trade with foreign countries. 

Keywords: water conflicts, access to the sea, lease of seaports, territorial waters, 
freedom of transit. 
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PERFORMANCE OF THE SYSTEM OF LESSONS ANALYSIS AND 
DISSEMINATION IN THE ARMED FORCES OF UKRAINE IN THE 

SPECIAL PERIOD (2014-2018) 
 

The paper focuses on historical aspects of performance of the System of lessons 
analysis and dissemination in the Armed Forces of Ukraine in the Special Period: from 
April 2014, when the Anti-Terrorist Operation began in the east of our country, until 
December 2018, when the Ukrainian Armed Forces started to build a prospective 
Lessons Learned System.  

For the reason that the development of the new Lessons Learned System has been 
based on the previous System of lessons analysis and dissemination there is an acute 
need to research the history of organizational learning in the Armed Forces of Ukraine in 
the Special Period. An importance and relevance of this scientific and practical task is 
also determined by the enduring Russian armed aggression against Ukraine and existing 
threats of the large-scale Russian military invasion of Ukraine as well as by absence of 
the tailored studies in the Ukrainian historiography. 

The article includes an assessment of functioning of the System of lessons analysis 
and dissemination during the Adaptation stage (final phase) which took place after the 
Stagnation (December 1991-May 2013) and Reformation (May 2013-April 2014) stages. 
The four main components of the System are considered: organizational structure; 
formalized process of military learning; lessons learned tools; lessons learned training.  

The research is focused on performance of the System of lessons analysis and 
dissemination for acquisition and transformation of knowledge that was obtained from 
combat experiences of the Ukrainian Armed Forces in the the Special Period. Using of 
the System of lessons analysis and dissemination in the Special Period (2014 – 2018) 
has significantly improved the Ukrainian Armed Forces operational capabilities. Despite 
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these successes, the Donbas war in the Eastern Ukraine (2014 till now) has showed an 
ineffectiveness of the above-mentioned System and revealed an urgent need for 
cardinal improving of the Ukrainian military learning.  

Keywords: experience, organizational learning, lessons learned process, System 
of lessons analysis and dissemination, the Armed Forces of Ukraine, Special Period. 

 
Introduction. In military affairs, especially during wars (combat 

operations), effective organizational learning was, is and will be the 
driving force of the evolutionary development of the armed forces. In 
modern science, organizational learning is interpreted as a process by 
which a military organization (armed forces, service of armed forces, 
arm (branch), military unit, etc.) uses new knowledge gained from 
experiences or researches to adjust organisational doctrines and 
procedures to minimize the risk of repeating mistakes and increase the 
chance of successes and victories in the future  (Dyson, 2020: 15). 

For the first time semi-formal lessons learned (LL) procedures were 
used in the armed forces of Germany and Great Britain during the First 
World War (Dyson, 2020: 17-18). An Organisational Learning Concept 
was  first  stated  by  Richard  Cyert  and  James  March  in  1963.   The  
American scientists at their work „A Behavioral Theory of the Firm” 
proved the importance of organisational LL structure and appropriate 
management of the LL process to ensure effective organisational 
learning (Cyert and March, 1963).  

At the end of the twentieth century, with the rapid development of 
information and communication technology (ICT), the Organisational 
learning concept was upgraded and the Knowledge management theory 
was developed as the further evolution of the concept (Dyson, 2019; 
Dyson, 2020). This theory is aimed to improve the efficiency of 
acquisition, storage, archiving, recovery and dissemination of obtained 
knowledge within the "internal" (organizational) environment, as well 
as gaining of knowledge and experiences from the "external" (non-
organizational) environment to achieve successful knowledge 
transformation (Dyson, 2019; Nonaka and Ikujiro, 1991). 

The modern advanced LL doctrines are focused on studying  of 
ways of improving the use of implicit knowledge at the individual and 
organizational levels, use of the ICT achievements to increase the 
efficiency of the LL processes. Today the world's best practices of 
organisational learning countries are characterized by the development 
of the permanent formal procedures to improve the dynamic 
organizational capacities in obtaining knowledge, learning experiences, 
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effective management, dissemination and transformation  of the 
acquired knowledge and experiences (Dyson, 2020: 15). 

Problem statement.  Since Ukraine left the Soviet Union in 1991 till 
2018, the Ukrainian Armed Forces (UAF) have used a System of 
lessons analysis and dissemination (SLAD) for capturing the training 
and combat experiences (Pashchuk Y. and Pashkovskyi V., 2019: 36; 
Pashchuk Y., 2021: 45-46). The SLAD is defined as a set of lessons 
learned methods and techniques for using prescribed LL oragnisational 
structure and tools to execute analysis and dissemination of the acquired 
lessons (Pashchuk Y., 2021: 45-46). 

The System of lessons analysis and dissemination inherited military 
learning capabilities from the former Soviet Armed Forces and had 
three main phases of development (Pashchuk Y. and Pashkovskyi V., 
2019: 36-38; Pashchuk Y., 2021: 45-46): Stagnation (December 1991–
May 2013), Reformation (May 2013–April 2014) and Adaptation stages 
(April 2014–December 2018). The armed aggression of the Russian 
Federation against Ukraine that had started in 2014 (Verkhovna Rada of 
Ukraine, 2015) became a main cause and catalyst for the radical 
transforming of the System of lessons analysis and dissemination. The 
SLAD was redirected and focused primarily on learning of the UAF 
combat experiences. Using the SLAD over Adaptation phase has 
produced some very important outcomes that significantly improved the 
operational capabilities of the Ukrainian Armed Forces. On the other 
hand, during the Anti-Terrorist Operation (ATO: from 13 April 2014 till 
30 April 2018) and Joint Forces Operation (JFO: from 30 April 2018 till 
now) (Ukrainian Pravda, 2014; Law of Ukraine, 2018) the performance 
of the SLAD have displayed some limitations in preventing the UAF 
ability to address all challenges and make use of potential best practices 
in the Ukrainian military. 

Based on deep analysis of the SLAD and world best practices in 
organisational learning, in August of 2018 the UAF leadership made a 
decision to create a fundamentally new prospective Lessons Learned 
System (LLS) (LL,  2018). The Road Map for forming of the LLS was 
developed in November 2018 and in January 2019 the new System was 
launched (Pashchuk Y., 2021: 44-46). 

Since the LLS development has been based on the previous System 
of lessons analysis and dissemination there is an acute need to research 
the history of organizational learning in the Armed Forces of Ukraine  
in the Special Period (Decree of the President of Ukraine, 2014).  
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An importance and relevance of this scientific and practical task is also 
determined by the enduring Russian armed aggression against Ukraine 
and existing threat of the large-scale Russian military invasion of our 
country as well as by absence of the tailored studies in the Ukrainian 
historiography. 

The aim of the paper is to research the historical aspects of 
performance of the System of lessons analysis and dissemination in the 
Armed Forces of Ukraine in the Special Period (April 2014 –December 
2018), and investigate the dominant features of the Ukrainian military 
learning during this time. 

The main part of the article.  In order to improve fundamentally the 
troops training and enhance the UAF operational capabilities, in May 
2013 the Ukraininan military leadership launched the SLAD reforming 
based on the NATO assistance and the world best practices in 
organisational learning (Pashchuk Y., 2021: 52-54). The planned 
transition in the UAF military learning have not been fully implemented 
before the Russian invasion in Ukraine.  

The armed aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, 
that had led to the Moscow's annexation of Crimea in March 2014 and 
beginning of Donbas war in April 2014, became a main cause and 
catalyst of the radical SLAD transforming. At that time the Russian 
military and information superiority, transient nature of wide-ranging 
combat operations and weaknesses of the Ukrainian security and 
defense agencies in responding to the "hybrid warfare" have 
necessitated the cardinal changes in the UAF organisational learning 
and actually led to the beginning of adaptation of the SLAD to new 
severe challanges.  

The SLAD adaptation stage was launched under extremely difficult 
conditions of the Special Period (Decree of the President of Ukraine, 
2014) when the time factor was decisive. Since the beginning of the 
Anti-Terrorist Operation, the amount of information about the war 
experience has increased significantly compared with peacetime. 
Almost all military bodies at all levels were involved in collecting and 
analysing the experiences of UAF employment in the Anti-Terrorist 
Operation, but such activities were not properly organized and 
coordinated. None of the military bodies, including the Military-
scientific department of the UAF General Staff that had been 
responsible for coordination of the LL process, did not have clearly 
defined authorities to organize the UAF organisational learning.  
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Despite this, some very important documents with analysis of the 
combat experiences and lessons learned were developed and 
disseminated in the UAF organisations in May and June 2014. These 
electronic and printed publications included the vital review of bad and 
good practices of the Ukrainian troops during the first two months of 
the Anti-Terrorist Operation, as well as essential recommendations on 
remedial actions and studied tactics, techniques, and procedures of the 
enemy. 

The Ukrainian military leadership were understanding the utmost 
importance of studying of combat experiences and therefore had 
identified two dominant priorities in improving of the UAF 
organisational learning: creation of the LL organisational structure in 
the combat zone and developing adequate LL Standard operating 
procedures.  

Thus, on August 3, 2014, a LL section has been established at the 
Anti-Terrorist Operation HQ and included 2-3 officers who are 
appointed on the rotational basis from 4 to 8 months (MSR, 2018: 40). 
Later, in June 2015, the LL sections were also created in each sector of 
the ATO zone (MSR, 2018: 40).  The main problem in manning such 
LL bodies was that the appointed officers had not had the adequate LL 
training and proper experience in organizational learning. At that time a 
training courses for LL training of the UAF personnel and primarily LL 
staff did not exist.  

In addition to the permanent LL bodies in the ATO headquarters, 
the special mobile LL groups have been created and involved in 
learning the war experiences (MSR, 2018: 43).   These groups have 
been often formed from the General Staff representatives and relevant 
experts from the Ukrainian military research and education institutions. 
The main obective of these groups was to complete high-quality studies 
of combat experiences of the UAF troops when they were deploying in 
the ATO zone or after their withdrawing from this area to the permanent 
stations. 

The Temporary LL Standard operating procedures, which had been 
adopted on August 9, 2014 (SOP, 2014), became an extremely 
important step in improving the UAF organizational learning. This 
document describes the general procedures for studying of the ATO 
experiences and clearly defines the military bodies that are responsible 
for organizing and coordination of the LL process.  

In addition, the new table of periodic LL reports (14 documents) 
about the observations and analysis of combat experiences was 
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approved by the Chief of the UAF General Staff on October 30, 2014 
(MSR, 2018: 39-40). The scope and content of the formal reports was 
revised in January 2016 (MSR, 2018: 40-41). The above-mentioned 
essential changes in the SLAD performance can be considered as a key 
point in initiating of transition from the semiformal to formal 
organizational learning in the Armed Forces of Ukraine. “Within a 
period of two years (2014-2016), in the relatively difficult situation 
which the Ukrainian state found itself (economic collapse, entanglement 
in long-lasting positional warfare in the east of Ukraine), significant 
changes were made in the UAF to improve its condition and to make it 
better suited to current challenges” (Wilk ., 2017: 6). 

Regardless of some progress in military learning, for example, 
effective using of best practices in the training of the Army snipers and 
employment of the unmanned aviation systems, the UAF leadership 
could not be satisfied with the SLAD functioning. The completed in 
August 2016 analysis of the SLAD performance has identified the main 
existed problems in the Ukrainian military learning (MSR, 2018; MSR, 
2020): 

Reporting of the obtained experiences and lessons learned in the 
chain of command "military unit (battalion, brigade) – HQ of the ATO 
sector – Anti-Terrorist Operation HQ – UAF General Staff" was carried 
out very slowly (sometimes 2-4 weeks); 

The combat experiences were mainly spread only within the 
services of the Armed Forces or their arms and branches; 

The lessons acquired by most of all military units were not usually 
shared to other units. 

Based on the foregoing analysis some urgent remedial actions had 
been accomplished: 

The commanders of military units are authorized to transmit high 
priority information on combat experience directly to the Center of 
operational standards and methods in training of the UAF troops, as 
well as make direct inquiries to this body to obtain needed information 
on lessons learned; 

Every military unit  has to  keep a  register  of  combat  experience in 
which any soldier might freely write observations about important 
issues, their main causes and ways to solve them. The assigned officers 
in military units are responsible to analyze the register records and 
report directly to their commanders weekly; 

The LL personnel at the ATO headquarters develop regular 
information bulletins with analysis of the most important information on 
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combat experince. The printed and electronic bulletins are disseminated 
to all military organisations of the Armed Forces of Ukraine. 

Some research on the SLAD performance, including the survey, that 
was conducted in the UAF National Army Academy in early 2020, 
defined that at the beginning of the Donbas war (2014-2016) the open-
source materials from the Internet had been more commonly used for 
experience sharing than all other formal means of the UAF knowledge 
dissemination (Pashchuk Y., 2020). At that time, the UAF organisational 
learning had not yet been properly organized. There were not enough 
electronic and printed publications with relevant, updated information 
about  gained  combat  experiences.  Also  at  that  time,  no  electronic  LL  
databases were used.  The Interactive Electronic Lessons Learned 
Database (IELLD) was launched within the UAF secure military 
network only on 31 October 2017 (MSR, 2018: 46-48). Above all can be 
considered as the main reason why most interviewees referred to the 
predominant use of the informal method for transferring combat 
experiences and sharing knowledge during pre-deployment and rotation 
in the field at the beginning of the Russian aggression. Only 6 
respondents (11.8%) used the Electronic publications and 1 interviewee 
(1.9%) applied the resources of the IELLD before their deployment to 
the ATO/JFO area, while a large percentage (21.6% – 11 interviewees) 
of those respondents who received information about combat 
experience from the Internet, in particular from "open" websites 
(Pashchuk Y., 2020). 

After 2016 the situation with disbalance of formal and informal way 
of knowledge dissemination has been changed. Particularly, it was done 
after launching the IEELD and cardinal improvements in the UAF 
organisational learning. From 2017 to 2019, more than 300 bulletins on 
war experince have been uploaded to IEELD and over 180,000 visits to 
this database have been recorded (LL, 2018:2). 

The combat experiences and knowledge gained since 2014 have had 
the most impact on changing of the UAF performance. Using the SLAD 
in the Special Period has produced the following main outcomes that 
significantly improved the UAF operational capabilities (Pashchuk Y. 
and Pashkovskyi V., 2019: 36-37; MSR, 2018: 66-67): 

Refinement of published military doctrines, particularly Field 
Manuals for various arms and services; 

Changing of the UAF tactics, techniques, and procedures to match 
the needs of modern warfare, with special emphasis on the irregular 
warfare conducted by Russian troops in Ukraine; 
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Overall modernization and improved quality of the UAF 
organisational structure and equipment. 

Even though, numerous issues in the SLAD functioning have not be 
solved (Pashchuk Y. and Pashkovskyi V., 2019: 37; MSR, 2018: 67-68): 

Overall lack of awareness and understanding of the Lessons 
Learned (LL) process at all levels of rank and organizational structure; 

The absence of endorsed LL doctrine and standard operating 
procedures on lessons learning and knowledge transformation; 

Underdeveloped LL organizational structure which tasks personnel 
with managing LL process; 

While deeply engaged with routine activities, staff of headquarters 
at all levels were not likely prioritize attention towards the LL process; 

Commanders usually resisted the outward flow of honest and candid 
observations within their organizations because of their inability to 
receive and digest constructive criticism; 

Due to prevailing command climate existing throughout the UAF, 
soldiers hesitated to submit their honest observations and contribute to 
the LL process due to fear of reprisal from their commanders; 

Observations that have been gathered in the absence of a unified 
template (format) frequently failed to thoughtfully identify root causes 
and also omit the inclusion of proposed remedial actions; 

Often the quality of LL analysis was poor due to insufficient time to 
prepare, lack of proper training with academic techniques in conducting 
analysis, as well as low levels of information assurance; 

Sometimes after completing the analysis phase of the LL process, 
the identified lessons were not implemented; 

There was no substantial timeline for when remedial actions should 
be fully integrated with the desired effectiveness; 

Inconsistent LL training for all UAF personnel, especially with the 
omission of LL courses for assigned LL personnel; 

Sharing of lessons learned was ineffective, primarily due to 
collected experiences not being properly categorized and archived, as 
well as unreliable access to the LL Database using of obsolete software. 

These limitations with the SLAD have been preventing the UAF 
abilities to address all challenges and make use of the potential best 
practices in the Ukrainian military. These disadvantages have not been 
properly addressed primarily due to the absence of a standardized LL 
concept, underdeveloped procedures for gathering and managing 
observations, their subsequent analysis, as well as LL dissemination.  
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Five years of the Russian aggression against Ukraine (2014-2018) 
has revealed an urgent need for cardinal improving the UAF lessons 
learned capabilities. The SLAD had exhausted all its possibilities and in 
August of 2018 the Ukrainian military leadership made the decision to 
focus an initiative on significantly improving of the UAF learning by 
creating a fundamentally new prospective Lessons Learned System. 
This effort was also driven by the priorities of the Ukrainian foreign 
policy towards gaining the NATO membership and fully embracing 
interoperability. 

The Lessons Learned System is defined as a set of the lessons 
learned methods and techniques for using prescribed LL oragnisational 
structure and tools to execute the overall standardized LL process 
including analysis and remedial actions phases (LL, 2020: 19-21). The 
building of the above System means the final transition from semi-
formal to permanent formal organizational learning in the Urmed forces 
of Ukraine (Dyson T., 202: 2).  

Conclusions. Using of the System of lessons analysis and 
dissemination in the Special Period (April 2014 – December 2018) has 
allowed to significantly improve the Ukrainian Armed Forces 
operational capabilities. During this wartime the military leadership 
have tried to adapt the SLAD to the needs of the UAF in organisational 
learning.  

The Donbas war (April 2014 – present) has indicated an 
ineffectiveness of the SLAD and proved that this System has exhausted 
its capabilities. All main components of the System (organizational 
structure, formalized process of military learning, lessons learned tools, 
lessons learned training) have required fundamental modernization 
based on the world best practices. It is, therefore, the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces leadership launched creation of the prospective Lessons Learned 
System to improve the Ukrainian military learning.   

In the face of real threats of the large-scale Russian military 
invasion of Ukraine it is extremely important to complete forming of 
the Lessons Learned System and conduct its successful performance to 
increase the efficiency of the UAF training and employment, reduce the 
risks of repeating mistakes and increase the chances for successful 
operations and victories.  
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Kozak M. 
SABER AS AN OFFENSIVE WEAPON AND MILITARY SYMBOL IN 

THE HALYCH AND VOLYN PRINCIPALITIES IN THE XI–XIV CENTURIES 
 
The  study  of  the  specifics  of  armament  of  troops  on  the  territory  of  Ukraine  

during the princely era, the search for regional differences and the place of certain 
weapons in the general complex of armaments remains a promising issue of domestic 
science of armaments at the present stage of its development. The most characteristic 
group of medieval weapons is the long bladed weapon, which in all medieval peoples 
was a material attribute of the knighthood. 

Among the bladed weapons of Rus’ next to the sword in the X century acquires 
the saber, which in some regions is becoming quite common weapon. The author of 
the article aims to identify the place of the saber in the armament of the troops of the 
Galician-Volynian lands in the period of XI–XIV centuries on the basis of the analysis 
of known material finds and written sources, their verification and comprehensive 
analysis and identify the factors of proliferation of these weapons. 

Given that the saber is mentioned only once in the Galician-Volynian chronicle 
and the material finds are few compared to the finds of swords, the author concludes 
that we cannot talk about a very significant spread of the saber among local troops. 

In addition, the author draws attention to the fact that the existing finds of sabers 
from the territories of Galicia and Volyn, with few exceptions, are difficult to attribute 
as weapons of local troops. This in turn confirms the author's assumption that as of the 
XII-XIV centuries. the saber was not the dominant type of offensive blade weapon. 

It is most likely that the armament complex of local troops was formed under the 
influence of European trends, which is expressed in the fact that knightly military 
technology is the dominant trend in the armament of professional warriors of these 
territories throughout the Middle Ages. 

Keywords: saber, sword, Galych-Volyn principality, medieval Izyaslavl, Danylo 
Romanovych, armament complex. 
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