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Antoniuk Ya., Trofymovych V., Trofymovych L. 

SPECIAL SERVICES OF THE FOREIGN CENTERS OF THE OUN 
IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 1940s 

 
The article, based largely on archival materials, traces the organizational formation of 

the Security Service of the Foreign Units  of the OUN (SB ZCh OUN) among OUN 
emigrants. The main areas of its activity are highlighted: anti-communist; organization and 
communications; work with repatriates; combat and security work; conducting 
surveillance; work with youth; investigative and counterintelligence. It is shown that 
four OUN departments coordinated their actions with it: National Communications 
(K-Z); Political Information Service (PIS or political intelligence); Military 
Intelligence; and Educational Work, and their tasks are clarified. It is emphasized that 
at that time, the priority of the Security Service was to oppose Soviet agents in camps 
for displaced persons. It is noted that among the tasks of counterintelligence activities, the 
recruitment of agents from the technical staff who served the Soviet repatriation 
missions, as well as the dissemination of warning leaflets among emigrants, occupied 
an important place. It is revealed that simultaneously with the ZCh OUN, the 
«Melnykivtsi» and «Bulbivtsi» tried to form their own special services. 

Keywords: Security  Service,  Foreign  Units  of  the  OUN,  special  services,  
department, intelligence, agents, emigrant organizations. 
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Vasechko O. 
HALICIAN BATTALION DURING THE BATTLE OF OLSHANITSYA  

MAY 31 – JUNE 2, 1920 
 

The article analyzes the participation of Galicians from the battalion of the 132nd 
Plastun Brigade of the 44th Rifle Division of the Red Army in the battle near the 
Olshanytsia station against the Polish Army on May 31 – June 2 during the Polish-
Ukrainian-Soviet War of 1920. After the defeat in World War I, the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire collapsed and new national states emerged in Eastern and Central Europe.. 
Among them was the Western Ukrainian People's Republic (ZUNR), against which 
the Polish Republic immediately launched a war. The armed forces of the Western 
Ukrainian People's  Republic,  known as the Galician Army, were forced to retreat  to 
Central Ukraine under pressure from the Polish Army, where, after a series of events, 
the  Galician  Army  was  forced  to  submit  to  the  Bolsheviks  as  the  Red  Ukrainian  
Galician  Army (ChUGA).  Together  with  the  Red  Army,  the  ChUGA held  the  front  
against the Poles. However, in April – May 1920, part of the CHUGA forces raised an 
anti-Bolshevik uprising, and part was captured by the Poles. The Galician battalion of 
Petro Sheremeta became the only CHUGA unit that survived and remained on the 
side of the Bolsheviks. It took part in the battle near the Olshanytsia station.            
The events preceding this battle, the composition and plans of the participants, the 
course of the battle itself, the results and consequences for the parties are highlighted, 
based on published archival documents and memoirs of contemporaries,. The role and 
place of the Galician unit in this battle are presented, in particular, the circumstances 
of the fighting in the Kaharlyk’s region on May 31, 1920, which ended in defeat for 
the Galicians. Although this battle ended in failure for the Bolsheviks and the 
Galicians, it was part of a broad counteroffensive by the Red Army that changed the 
balance of powers in Central Ukraine in June 1920. The further fate of the Galician 
battalion and individual fates of famous figures are briefly presented. 

Keywords: Red Ukrainian Galician Army, Galician battalion, Polish-Soviet War, 
Red Army, Polish Army. 
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Demianiuk O. 

UKRAINIZATION OF THE ARMY IN THE BACKGROUND  
OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE UKRAINIAN REVOLUTION  

IN THE SPRING OF 1917 
 
The initial period of Ukrainization of military units of the russian imperial army 

in the spring of 1917 is analyzed. During this period, the Ukrainian Revolution was 
gaining its momentum, and domestic politicians were choosing the guidelines for the 
future Ukrainian statehood. In those conditions, the confrontation between two 
directions was clearly defined – the independentist one (as defined by M. Mikhnovskyi and 
his supporters from the circle of the Ukrainian military) and the moderate one (as 
developed by representatives of Ukrainian social democracy, primarily V. Vynnychenko, 
M. Porsh, S. Petliura, M. Tkachenko, and others. 

The article deals with the struggle for Ukrainization in rear units, combat units, 
and naval crews, owing to the fact that revolutionary events led to democratic 
transformations in the army units of the imperial army, primarily on the Southwestern 
Front and, to a lesser extent, the Romanian Front, both of which operated in Ukrainian 
territories. The empire, to a certain extent, considered the emergence of Polish, 
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Czechoslovak, and Serbian units favorably, but did completely not accept Ukrainization in 
its army. 

In the first spring months, two public organizations stood in charge of changes in 
the army – the Ukrainian Military Organizational Committee (chairman – Colonel 
O. Hlynskyi) and the Club named after Hetman Pavlo Polubotok (leader – Lieutenant 
(“poruchyk”) M. Mikhnovskyi). Unfortunately, the same cannot be said about the 
political leadership of the state, represented by members of the Ukrainian Central 
Rada, which took a wait-and-see position and mostly supported Ukrainization only 
verbally and declaratively. 

In the background of the spontaneous growth of Ukrainization, the 1st Ukrainian 
Regiment named after Hetman Bohdan Khmelnytskyi was created, which was not 
recognized by either russian politicians or russian generals. The russian military 
command in every way hindered the process of Ukrainization and the creation of 
Ukrainian units in parts of the imperial army. Only on the eve of the beginning of the 
First All-Ukrainian Military Congress, when the regiment was de facto created, the 
command of the Southwestern Front recognized its existence, although it limited its 
quantitative composition. 

The First All-Ukrainian Military Congress, which took place in Kyiv on May 5-8, 
1917, failed to unite Ukrainian politicians and military around the idea of creating a 
Ukrainian national army, although it adopted a dozen resolutions. This was to be dealt 
with by the newly formed Ukrainian Military General Committee, but, eventually, this 
proved to be impossible to do this in a short time. The Provisional Government did 
not accept any arguments for Ukrainization, and the number of Ukrainian soldiers 
wishing to join national formations in the russian army was growing spontaneously. 
The need to convene the Second All-Ukrainian Military Congress was maturing. 

Keywords: Ukrainian Revolution, Ukrainization in the army, First All-Ukrainian 
Military Congress, Ukrainian Military General Committee. 
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Zinkev ch R., Holyk M. 
CREATION OF THE UKRAINIAN MILITARY CLUB NAMED AFTER 

HETMAN P. POLUBOTK  AND ITS ROLE IN THE ORGANIZATION OF 
THE FIRST UKRAINIAN MILITARY UNITS 

 
The article examines the revolutionary processes that began in Russia in the 

spring of 1917 after the overthrow of the autocracy and how they affected a significant part 
of the Russian army, including Ukrainians. The prerequisites and reasons for the 
creation of the Ukrainian Military Club named after Hetman P. Polubotko, his actions 
in organizing Ukrainian military units are analyzed. The role of Mykola Mikhnovsky 
in the activities of the club. The creation of the Ukrainian Military Organizing 
Committee and its significance in the creation of Ukrainian military units. The attitude 
to the military issue of Ukrainian political leaders is outlined. The activities of the 
Military Club named after Hetman P. Polubotko in forming the First Ukrainian Cossack 
Regiment named after B. Khmelnytsky are analyzed. The ideological differences 
between the Polubotkos and the Central Rada in relation to Ukrainian military 
construction are shown. The role of the club in preparing for the convening of the 
Ukrainian military congress is outlined. The process of forming the Second Ukrainian 
Regiment named after Hetman P. Polubotko is highlighted. The reasons for the armed 
uprising of the regiment named after P. Polubotko and the role of the independentists 
in it. The significance of the activities of the Ukrainian Military Club named after 
P. Polubotko in the formation of the first Ukrainian military formations is analyzed. 

At this time, the leaders of the Central Rada, who represented the Ukrainian 
revolutionary democracy headed by V. Vynnychenko, considered the formation of a 
regular Ukrainian army to be unnecessary and dangerous and wanted to use it only to 
strengthen the authority of the Central Rada before the all-Russian revolutionary 
democracy and the Provisional Government. 

In the spring of 1917, it was the Ukrainian Military Club that initiated the 
creation of its own armed forces and, despite the opposition of the leaders of the 
Central Rada, began the creation of the first Ukrainian regiments, which were to become 
the prototype of the Ukrainian army. The leaders of the club showed that the military 
issue is of great importance in the state-building process. 

Keywords: Ukrainian Military Club, Ukrainian Military Organizing Committee, 
Ukrainian Cossack Regiment, M. Mikhnovsky, Ukrainization, Army. 
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Mereniuk Kh. 
ROSTYSLAV MYKHAILOVYCH AND VORSH ON THE MILITARY 

» OF 1245 
 
The paper analyzed the chronicle passage about the « » held near walls of 

Yaroslavin 1245. It was demonstrated that the Rus’ian scriber paid special attention to 
this event, which also indicates the spread of European competitive traditions among 
the Rus’ian military elite. In addition to the symbolic significance (prince Rostyslav's 
punishment for excessive pride and underestimation of the enemy) and elements of 
«omen» characteristic of medieval historiography, practical, realistic aspects should 
be noted. The Galician-Volynian nobility knew about and participated in «spear 
games». These tournaments originated in Europe and came to the Romanovid’s state 
through the contacts of the local elite with Hungarian and Polish nobles. It was clear 
from the context that these competitions were not planned, that is, they were not 
announced in advance, and Rostyslav Mykhailovych «challenged» his opponent 
during  the  military  campaign.  There  was  also  no  evidence  of  special  ceremonies,  a  
pre-planned tournament event with a list of participants, as was often the case in the 
«knightly world». Without diminishing the importance of Western European traditions in 
the development of the Romanovid state, the proposed game (or ) could mean a 
military competition called hastilude, which took place both individually and en 
masse and could be part of a general tournament. In this situation, there was no 
evidence of a larger general competition. Therefore, it was most likely an individual 
“game” between two opponents. In addition, the chronicler was familiar with such 
practices, so he did not explain what «game» meant, but only recorded Prince 
Rostyslav's injury and the injury of his horse. It was indicated that this influenced the 
course of the Battle of Yaroslav in 1245: it was not known how serious the shoulder 
injury of the pretender to the Galician throne was, but it could have reduced his 
combat capabilities. It was also known that during the battle prince Rostyslav lost his 
horse, which was important for a medieval warrior. Defeat in the « » was not only 
a bad omen for him, but also had quite practical negative consequences. 

Keywords: Galician-Volynaian state, battle of Yaroslav, prince Rostyslav 
Mykhailovych, “ ”.  
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Pahiria O.  
AVGUSTYN VOLOSHYN AND THE PROBLEM OF MILITARY 

DEVELOPMENT IN CARPATHO-UKRAINE (1938 – 1939) 
 
Drawing on archival sources, memoirs, and press materials, the article reveals 

one of the little-known aspects of the multifaceted activities of Avgustyn Voloshyn, as 
the head of the autonomous government and the president of Carpatho-Ukraine, 
namely, his policies on the military development in Transcarpathia in 1938–1939. In 
strategic terms, the Voloshyn government relied upon Czechoslovak defence and 
security forces when it came to the defence of the frontiers of the autonomous 
province against both hybrid and conventional threats originating from neighbouring 
Hungary and Poland. At the same time, the autonomous authorities assisted in the 
development of the paramilitary organization of Carpathian Sich as a pre-army 
training school for the general population, as well as a centre for preparing Ukrainian 
national military personnel. In political terms, the Voloshyn government viewed 
Carpathian Sich as a counterweight against the increasing powers of the Czechoslovak 
military in the region led by the controversial Czech general Lev Prchala, as well as a 
non-state instrument of mass political mobilization in the run-up to the regional 
elections held on 12 February 1939. On the other hand, the Voloshyn government did 
not pay much attention to the institutional development of Carpathian Sich as a 
military formation and failed to resolve the issue with the provision of weapons and 
ammunition. The organization acted based on its internal regulations and not because 
of any separate law or a governmental decree giving it the status of self-defence forces 
/ armed forces of Carpatho-Ukraine, as it was the case in neighbouring Slovakia with 
the Hlinka Guard. Only during the final dissolution of the Czechoslovak Republic and 
the proclamation of Carpatho-Ukraine as an independent state on 14-15 March 1939, 
the Voloshyn government adopted important decisions to establish the armed forces 
of the newly-born republic – the National Defence of Carpatho-Ukraine commanded 
by colonel Serhii Yefremov, as well as the beginning of armed resistance to the 
Hungarian invasion of the region.  

Keywords: Czechoslovak crisis, Munich conference, Podkarpatska Rus, 
Carpatho-Ukraine, Avgustyn Voloshyn, Carpathian Sich, Organization of Ukrainian 
Nationalists. 
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Shchehlov A. 

THE INSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM OF THE POLISH STATE IN THE 
WESTERN UKRAINIAN LANDS AS AN OBJECT OF INTELLIGENCE AND 
SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITIES OF THE UKRAINIAN SSR AND USSR SPECIAL 

SERVICES IN THE 1920s–1930s: ACHIEVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES 
FOR CONTEMPORARY UKRAINIAN HISTORIOGRAPHY 

 
The article critically synthesizes the approaches of domestic researchers to 

defining the policies and actions of the special services of the Ukrainian Soviet 
Socialist Republic (USSR) and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) 
against the institutional framework of the Polish state in the western Ukrainian 
territories during the 1920s and 1930s. 

It presents a historical retrospective on the development of party and state organs 
of the USSR and USSR's special services, whose activities targeted the establishment 
and functioning of the Polish Republic on western Ukrainian ethnic lands. These 
territories fell within the borders of Poland following the defeat of the national 
liberation struggles of 1917–1923. The study examines the activities of the All-
Russian Extraordinary Commission for Combating Counter-Revolution and Sabotage 
(Cheka), the Foreign Department of the Central Committee of the Communist Party 
(Bolsheviks) of Ukraine, the Foreign Department of the Soviet State Political 
Directorate (OGPU), and military intelligence. These entities were involved in 
clandestine operations, including intelligence, counterintelligence, sabotage, and acts 
of terrorism. The reasons and methods of such activities are highlighted, alongside an 
analysis of Ukrainian historiography's coverage of the preparation and deployment of 
relevant agent personnel. 

The scholarly novelty of this work lies in its first-ever synthesis in Ukrainian 
historiography of the academic achievements of the past two decades. The study 
reveals Soviet intelligence and subversive activities against Poland in Eastern Galicia 
and Western Volhynia during the 1920s–1930s and identifies humanitarian challenges 
that remain relevant amid the third year of Russia's full-scale aggression against 
Ukraine. 

The methodological framework of the article is rooted in historical, systematic, 
and functional principles of scientific inquiry, employing general philosophical, 
general scientific, and specialized methods, as well as an interdisciplinary research 
approach, to explore this complex scholarly problem. 

Keywords: sabotage activities, Republic of Poland, Soviet Union, intelligence 
activities, special services. 
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Gnevasheva A. 

ASPECTS OF INTERNATIONAL MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY 
POLAND AND THE BALTIC STATES TO THE UKRAINIAN DEFENSE 

FORCES DURING THE YEARS OF FULL-SCALE RUSSIAN AGGRESSION 
(2022 – 2023) 

 
The article analyzes the military assistance provided by Poland and the Baltic 

States to the Ukrainian Defense Forces in the first two years of the full-scale Russian 
invasion. It is noted that military assistance to the Armed Forces of Ukraine has been 
actively provided by these countries since the beginning of the Russian-Ukrainian war 
in February 2014, but organized and regular supplies of weapons and military 
equipment were introduced in the first years of the full-scale invasion of the Russian 
aggressor. Thus, in the first two years of the invasion, Poland transferred about 350 
tanks to the Ukrainian Defense Forces, including Leopard 2, Rosomak armored 
personnel carriers, 155-mm self-propelled artillery systems AHS Krab, Osa anti-
aircraft missile systems, including the modernized version Osa-AKM-P1 o, and 
other weapons. Poland launched a large-scale repair operation aimed at restoring 
damaged Ukrainian artillery and armored vehicles. Military assistance was actively 
provided by the Baltic states - Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia. These countries were 
leaders in terms of the share of aid to Ukraine in their own GDP in 2022-2023. 
Ukraine's allies have deployed training missions to train Ukraine's military in the 
skillful use of weapons supplied to Ukraine by the anti-Putin coalition. At the same 
time, it is important to emphasize that the assistance to Ukraine from Poland and the 
Baltic states is also a contribution to strengthening the region's defense and security. 
Several important factors explain the active support of Ukraine by the Baltic states: 
awareness of the interconnectedness of the security of Central European countries, 
including Ukraine and the Baltic states; the desire to encourage key Western European 
states to more actively confront the Russian threat and strengthen security guarantees 
in the region; and the need to eliminate threats from Russia in the long term. 

Keywords: international military assistance, Russian-Ukrainian war, Russia's full-
scale invasion of Ukraine, Ukrainian Defense Forces, weapons and military equipment. 
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Kotylevsky O. 
TRADE AND ECONOMIC WARS AS AN ELEMENT 

OF RUSSIAN FEDERATION EXPANSION IN UKRAINE (2005 – 2014) 
 

This paper describes the reasons of and results of trade and economic wars 
conducted by Russian Federation against Ukraine during 2005–2014. It is shown that 
Russo-Ukrainian meat and dairy conflicts, the «cheese», «chocolate» and «customs» 
wars began after V. Putin came to power and became an instrument of political and 
economic coercion, targeted pressure from Russia on Ukraine, whose economy after 
gaining independence in 1991, it remained focused on the Russian market. Experience 
from 1991 to 2014 shows, that Russia, as during all centuries, denies independence of 
Ukraine. To achieve this strategic goal, Russia pursues an expansionist policy that has 
caused significant damage to Ukraine's national security. Despite of concluded 
bilateral agreements on friendship, cooperation and partnership between two sovereign 
states, relations between which have never been good-neighborly, but were 
accompanied by Russia's constant blackmail, lies, intimidation, provocations and 
other actions, which from 2005 to2014 turned into «meat» and «milk» conflicts, 
"cheese", "chocolate" and "customs" wars, and open threats to use weapons. They 
were accompanied by powerful information companies in mass media to undermine 
the image of Ukrainian products imported to Russia and harm the investment climate 
of Ukraine. In reality, the reasons for trade and economic wars were Russia’s attempts 
to integrate Russian and Ukrainian economies, to stop European integration processes, 
to force Ukraine to refuse to sign the Association Agreement of Ukraine with 
European Union and to create conditions for its entry into the Customs Union and the 
Single Economic Space controlled by Russian Federation. In general, this was 
supposed to solve the geopolitical goal of Russia – completely to dominate on post-
Soviet space, to be a political and economic leader. 

Keywords: Russian expansion in Ukraine, trade and economic wars, Russo-
Ukrainian meat and dairy conflicts, «cheese war», «chocolate war», «customs war». 
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183 

Kutska O., Kmin A. 
CONTENT ANALYSIS OF UKRAINIAN PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS 

INTENDED FOR THE ADVERSARY IN THE TERRITORIES OF UKRAINE 
TEMPORARILY OCCUPIED BY THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION DURING 

THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR 
 

The purpose of the study: to analyze the content of Ukrainian propaganda leaflets 
that were distributed on the territory of Ukraine temporarily occupied by Russia 
during the Russian-Ukrainian war, and which were directed at enemy servicemen; 
identify common and distinctive features of these campaign materials and classify 
them. The methodology of scientific research was based on the principles of 
historicism and impartiality. The basis for the generalization of the received 
information was the method of grouping, which made it possible to classify the 
postcards based on their textual and graphic content and to draw conclusions about the 
features  of  each  group  and  the  entire  mass  of  information.  The  originality  of  the  
research lies in the fact that the author deliberately refuses to retell individual existing 
interpretations of other experts and analysts regarding printed leaflet products, striving 
to personally study and analyze the actual material in order to capture the features of 
printed (handwritten) leaflets and his own scientific presentation of the observations 
received. The main results of the study: the analysis of the content of leaflet campaign 
materials allows them to be classified according to certain characteristics into: 
intimidating, operative, motivational, informational, leaflets-appeals, leaflets-passes, 
leaflets-jokes. Leaflet propaganda materials written in Russian became almost the 
only source of alternative to Russian information on the occupying armed formations 
of the Russian Federation in the temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine and a 
fairly significant means of influencing the enemy. The practical significance of the 
obtained results is that the synthesized information presented in the article can be used 
by appropriate structures to manage the emotional reactions of the enemy and become 
the basis for further segmentation of informational and psychological influence in 
accordance with the needs of informing potential recipients on the battlefield. Given 
the continuation of the Russian-Ukrainian war, the prospect of further studies is the 
accumulation of new knowledge on the topic presented by the author. 

Keywords: russian-Ukrainian war, propaganda, informational and propaganda 
influence, leaflet, hostilities. 
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Rudko S. 

THE ROLE OF AUSTRALIA IN STRENGTHENING UKRAINE'S DEFENSE 
CAPABILITIES: AN ANALYSIS OF MILITARY  

ASSISTANCE IN 2022 – 2024 
 

The article analyzes Australia's military support to Ukraine during the Russian-
Ukrainian war from 2022 to 2024. The key areas of assistance are highlighted, 
including the supply of armored vehicles, artillery systems, ammunition, unmanned 
aerial vehicles, and precision aviation weapons. Australia's participation in international 
initiatives, including the "Drone Coalition" and the International Fund for Ukraine 
under the auspices of the United Kingdom, is characterized. The significance of the 
training mission Operation Kudu, under which Australian instructors trained over 
2,000 Ukrainian servicemen, is noted. The role of Slinger anti-drone systems and 
Sypaq Corvo logistical drones in enhancing the operational effectiveness of the Armed 
Forces of Ukraine on the battlefield is examined. The importance of Australia's strategic 
decisions regarding the joint production of artillery shells with France and the 
development of national production capacities within the Guided Weapons and 
Explosive Ordnance Enterprise program is emphasized. Australia's contribution to 
strengthening Ukraine's defense potential through the transfer of JDAM-ER aviation 
bombs, M1A1 Abrams tanks, and armored vehicles is analyzed. The article concludes 
that Australia's military support has played a significant role in enhancing Ukraine's 
defense capabilities and improving its combat readiness in countering Russian 
aggression.  

Keywords: russian-Ukrainian war, international military assistance, Australia, 
Ukraine, Operation Kudu. 
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Khardel M. 

THE LANGUAGE OF THINKING AS AN ELEMENT OF INFLUENCE ON 
HISTORICAL CONSCIOUSNESS IN THE PROCESS OF INFORMATION 

ACQUISITION IN THE INFORMATION SPACE (BASED ON THE 
EXAMPLE OF WIKIPEDIA) 

 
The article examines the role of the language of thinking as one of the key 

elements influencing the formation of historical consciousness during the acquisition 
of information in the modern informational space. Using Wikipedia as an example, 
the processes of narrative creation and dissemination that shape the understanding of 
historical events are analyzed. Particular attention is paid to the importance of the 
language of thinking (or thought) in the search for and selection of information 
sources on Wikipedia, which affects the interpretation of historical facts. A comparison of 
articles in different language versions of Wikipedia – russian, Ukrainian, and English – is 
conducted to identify differences in the presentation and interpretation of historical 
material. The issue of manipulation of historical information and its impact on users' 
critical thinking is highlighted. Recommendations are proposed for developing media 
literacy to maintain objectivity while working with open information resources. 

Keywords: language of thinking, historical consciousness, Wikipedia, informational 
space, information warfare, russo-Ukrainian War. 
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POLES AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE POLISH MINORITY IN 
UKRAINE IN THE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR (2014 – 2024) 

 
The aim of this study is to present the results of russian-Ukrainian front activities  

between 2014 and 2024 through the prism of the involvement of people of Polish 
origin. Representatives of the Polish minority in Ukraine and Poles are considered as 
key subjects of the paper. As a result of the research, dozens of representatives of the 
above-mentioned groups were found to have been actively involved in the combat 
operations and paid a high price for it, including even loss of life. 

The study was based mainly on the analysis of Polish-language media published 
in both Poland and Ukraine. Available reports and scientific conclusions were also 
used. The research was based on methods at the intersection of the humanities and 
social sciences. 

Keywords: Poles, Poles in Ukraine, volunteers, russian-Ukrainian war 2014 – 2024. 
 
"It should be noted at the outset that thousands of Ukrainian-born 

Poles are also fighting in the defence of the country. They serve both 
as voluntary volunteers and are called up, like any other Ukrainian 
citizen, to fight in the army [...]. 

To this should be added a group of Polish citizens who decided to 
go to Ukraine to join the combat actions and fight the Russians. 
Certainly, each person's story and motivation are different, but the 
core is similar - the desire to stop Russian aggression bringing 
hecatomb to a neighbouring nation, to fight for «our freedom and 
yours» [...]" (Bruszewski, 2023). 

 
Introduction 

Since the outbreak of the “Dignity” Revolution, Ukraine has faced 
a series of events often described as an 'unspeakable' or 'creeping' war. 
Initially, the goal was to separate the Russian-speaking regions of the 
country–commonly referred to as “Novorossiya”–and reinstate a pro-
Russian government in Kyiv. Over time, Russia's objectives evolved. 
Ultimately, the Kremlin launched a full-scale war aimed at 
subjugating the entire country. This involved dismembering Ukraine, 
                                                             

12 , ,  
, , . , . 

© Bonusiak A., 2025. 
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annexing parts of its territory, installing pro-Moscow authorities, and 
derailing its trajectory toward integration with the West. 

The Kremlin framed its actions with terms like "denazification" 
and "demilitarization," using these as coded justifications. 
Internationally, and for its domestic audience, Moscow emphasized 
that  its  primary  goal  was  to  counter  the  perceived  threat  posed  by  
NATO and to reclaim its influence on the global stage (Ivanova, 2022; 
Koziol, 2024; Rzecznik Ministra Koordynatora S b Specjalnych, 
2022). 

A decade after the start of hostilities and three years into the full-
scale conflict – still referred to by Russia as a “special operation” – it 
is clear that virtually none of Moscow's original objectives have been 
achieved. This is despite Kyiv's loss of control over portions of its 
territory, the displacement of millions of refugees, and the tragic toll 
of thousands of casualties. 

Politically, Moscow has suffered a resounding defeat. The idea of 
a pro-Russian Ukraine is now inconceivable, and the pro-Western 
stance of its people has only solidified. Meanwhile, NATO is closer to 
Russia's borders than ever before. The Alliance has undertaken 
significant efforts to bolster the security of its so-called “Eastern 
Flank.” This has included increased armament deployments, the 
relocation of NATO forces, and the construction of a broad coalition 
supporting Ukraine's military efforts (Chilchuk 2024; Pienkowski and 

ornaczuk 2024; OSW Team 2023). 
Poles played an active role in the events described, both those 

residing in Poland and members of the Polish minority in the Dnieper 
region. This text is dedicated to those who actively supported 
Ukraine’s armed efforts. It draws upon Polish-language media 
operating in Ukraine, as well as Polish news portals, and incorporates 
available scholarly research. 

The study employs methods from the social sciences and 
humanities, including press studies, political science, and history. Its 
primary aim is to highlight Poland's "personal" contribution to the 
conflict in Ukraine from 2014 to the end of 2024. 

War often takes on a dehumanized perspective, reducing 
individuals to numbers or abstractions. This work seeks to counteract 
that tendency by focusing on the human dimension–bringing attention 
to the sacrifice and effort of those involved. 
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Polish leads – “creeping war”. 
According to data gathered and presented in several publications 

by the author of these words–currently available only in Polish-
language sources–approximately twenty Polish Ukrainians lost their 
lives in the fighting in eastern Ukraine prior to the outbreak of the 
"full-scale war." (PAP/RIRM 2019). A significant proportion of these 
individuals–approximately one-quarter–were professional soldiers. 
There is no recorded data from this period concerning the death of a 
Polish citizen serving voluntarily in Ukraine. The author has managed 
to identify the identities and circumstances surrounding the deaths of 
some of these individuals. 

Table 1  
 

Representatives of the Polish minority in Ukraine fallen in combat  
2014 – 2022 

 

Name Comments Circumstances of death 

Alexander 
Boruszewski 

Contract soldier, in the army for 10 
years. Senior sergeant. Fought in the 
58th Sumska Mechanised Brigade. 

He was seriously injured near 
Verkhniotoretsk (Donetsk 
region) on 1 July 2016 and 
died of his wounds. 

Igor 
Branowicki 

Experienced military officer, 
participant in the Angola mission. 
Participated in Kyiv Maydan, 
volunteer 2014.  Member  of  the  elite  
81st Independent Airborne Brigade. 
Cyborg. 

Taken prisoner after blowing 
up the main terminal of 
Donetsk airport, he confessed 
to operating a machine gun, 
although he was not in it. 
Tortured and killed by Pavlov 
"Motorola". Knight of the 
Order of the Hero of Ukraine, 
the Order for Valour and the 
Medal for the Defence of 
Donbas Airport. 

Pawe  Dyjak Member of the Border Guard. He was killed during a routine 
inspection of the border area 
near the town of Marynówka 
as a result of a mine explosion, 
on 12 February 2014. 

Andriy 
Havryluk 

Senior sergeant, scout from 72nd 
Mechanised Brigade, cyborg 

Donetsk airport? Circumstances 
of death undetermined. 

Ivan Isyk Soldier in the Ukrainian Armed Forces. Fallen in 2014, ambush near 
the town of Ves la Hora, 
Luhansk. 
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Name Comments Circumstances of death 
Pavel 
Jaszczuk 

Volunteer in the Separate Assault 
Battalion "A dar". 

He was killed while carrying 
out a special task near Luhansk 
airport on 24 July 2014. 

Václav 
(Vyacheslav) 
Kutkovsky 

Hlibiv near Nova Ushytsia 
(Khmelnytskyi Region). 

He died at the end of January 
2015 in the town of Shchastia. 

(?) Lozinski (?) Fallen during the ATO. 
Circumstances of death 
undetermined. 

Vasily 
Malanovsky 

Senior sergeant of the 26th Berdycziv 
Separate Brigade, in the  Army  on  
contractual basis since 2010. 

He was killed on 31 August 
2014 during fighting in the ATO. 

Ivan 
Marchenko 

Private, call sign "MIM", classified 
as Cyborg 

Donetsk airport? Circumstances 
of death undetermined. 

Vitaly 
Miyushevsky 

He volunteered to serve with the 30th 
Mechanised Brigade from Novgorod-
Volynsk. 

He died on 4 August 2014 
near the town of Szczastie 
killed by a sniper. 

Amina 
Okujewa 

A  soldier  from  a  Polish-  Chech 
family. 

Fallen  as  part  of  the  ATO.  
Circumstances of death 
undetermined. 

Leonid 
Ordynski 

Member of the regular army. He was severely injured in the 
fighting between Izium and 
Kharkiv in June 2014 and died 
of his wounds. 

Ruslan Pivov Senior sergeant, defender of Avdi vka Circumstances of death 
undetermined. 

Eugene 
Sarnawski 

The commander of the sapper 
company, Captain. 

Circumstances of death 
undetermined. 

Maksym 
omczy ski 

Junior Sergeant Circumstances of death 
undetermined. 

Leon 
Smolinski 

Volunteer, with extensive combat 
experience from the Soviet era – 
Afghanistan. 

Headed to the front in a group 
of 12 soldiers, the car carrying 
them was ambushed. They 
were all captured and shot. 

Valery 
Szyszak 

Platoon leader, call sign "Szyszak" Circumstances of death 
undetermined. 

Victor 
Wereszczak 

Soldier of the 26th Berd chiv 
Artillery Brigade. 

He died on 13 May 2014 due 
to a mine explosion under a 
self-propelled cannon. 

Vadim 
Zabrodzki 

Captain (posthumously major). Deputy 
commander of the chief of staff of the 
95th Zhytomyr Airborne Brigade.  

He was killed on 13 May 2014 
in an ambush near Oktiabrsk. 

Alexander 
Zalizko 

He was sent to the army as part of the 
6th mobilisation wave and served 14 
months at the front. 

He died on 24 April 2016 
during clashes with saboteurs 
on the eve of demobilisation. 



221 

Source: Bonusiak 2022: 105-110; Bonusiak 2023.1: 644-647; 
Bonusiak 2023.2: 45-46; PAP/RIRM 2019. 

 

History has a way of remembering those who gave their lives in 
defence of the homeland, while forgetting those who survived. As it 
has been established among the latter were the following: Vitaly 
Bielski, Roman Boryta, Oleg Braslavski Jerzy Franciszek 
Khvorostowski, Valery Dolinowski, Daman Duda, Konrad Kamilski, 
Gleb Kozachuk, Feliks Kozinski, Leszek Kloszewski, Vladislav 
Kuczynski, Olkesandr Krzyzanowski, Oleksij Lavrynovich, Aleksandr 
Nisdzielski, Volodymyr Nezhaniecki, Roman Onyshchuk, Viktor 
Milinchuk, Yuri Rakovych, Oleksandr Sosovski, Anatoly Scivchenski, 
Vitaly Svitsky, Yaroslav Voytsky... (Bonusiak 2022: 107-113; Bonusiak 
2023.1: 647-649). This list does not, of course, exhaust the full 
composition of the Polish minority members engaged in fighting, but 
only those who were picked up from the analysis of press materials. 

Ukrainian citizens of Polish origin were generally enlisted into 
Ukrainian army units based on their place of origin. Unsurprisingly, 
many served in formations recruited from the most "Polish" regions, 
such as Zhytomyr, Vinnytsia, and Lviv. However, individuals of Polish 
descent could also be found in units formed in other parts of the country. 

According to the information available, they served in: 81st 
Airborne Brigade (AB) and 95th Zhytomyr AB; mechanized formations: 
30s Mechanised Brigade (MB) from Nov hrad Volynskyi, 54th MB., 
58th Sum  MB and 72nd, 93rd MB., as well as artillery formations, in 
this case in 26th Berdychiv Artillery Brigade. They also fought in 
volunteer and paramilitary formations such as the Border Guard (Bonusiak 
2022: 105-115; Bonusiak 2023.1: 644-649; Bonusiak 2023.2: 45). 

It has not been possible to confirm whether members of the Polish 
minority fought on the separatist side. However, given the recruitment 
practices in those areas, this possibility cannot be entirely ruled out. 
Statistically, such cases would likely involve only a few individuals, 
as the Polish diaspora in eastern Ukraine was relatively small, 
numbering just over 6,400 people in 2001. In the intervening years, 
many members of this community relocated–some to western Ukraine, 
others to Poland. Additionally, following the outbreak of fighting, 
approximately 200 individuals were evacuated from Donbas and 
Mariupol areas during two operations organized by the Polish government 
(Bonusiak 2018: 287-293; Lubicz Miszewski 2020;  2001). 
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The vast majority of Ukrainian Poles fought on the side of the 
central authorities. This is unsurprising, as they identified more 
closely with the broadly defined values of the "West" rather than the 
"East." For the Polish minority, this alignment was consistent with the 
positions of key Polish organizations, such as the Federation of Polish 
Organizations in Ukraine and the Union of Poles in Ukraine, both of 
which issued unequivocally pro-Ukrainian statements (Bonusiak 
2016: 16-19; Bonusiak 2023.2: 44-47). 

Based on official statements from representatives of Polish 
diplomatic institutions, it can be assumed that several Polish 
volunteers participated in the ATO. However, this information 
remains unverifiable. It is known that a fighter nicknamed “Polak” 
served on the frontlines as part of the “Donbas battalion”. Another 
volunteer, identified only by the name Konrad, was also active. 
Additionally, there is evidence of a Pole from London who 
volunteered to fight against the separatists and Russians, participating 
in battles in Donbas and Mariupol between 2014 and 2015. Vadim 
Krzyzhaniak, a writer and therapist from Poland, fought for several 
months during the ATO. Notably, he is the only individual whose full 
identity has been confirmed (Andrushevskaya 2016; Bonusiak 2023.2: 
44; mojawyspa.co.uk 2015; TOK FM 2015; Woznicki 2015). 

It is important to note that during the early stages of the conflict, 
supporting the so-called 'people's republics' gained some popularity in 
certain  circles.  On  the  side  of  the  separatists,  there  was  a  group  of  
several hundred volunteers from various countries, including Serbia, 
France, Hungary, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Latvia, Spain, Germany, 
Italy, and even the USA. Among them, there was a small group of four 
Poles. One of them was Dariusz Lemanski, who had moved to Donetsk 
after living in London for many years. Another was an unnamed resident 
of ywiec. (Bonusiak 2023.2: 46-47; Stankiewicz 2014). 

Polish paths. Full-scale war 
The events that began on 24 February 2022 saw an incomparably 

greater involvement of Poles of both groups discussed. However, due 
to wartime restrictions and an understandable information blockade, 
data on this involvement is limited. To date, few names of Polish-
origin individuals are known who fell on the frontlines after 24 
February 2022. 

We know that near Kherson, already at the beginning of these 
clashes on 5 April 2022, Vyacheslav Kaurkin, a native of Zhytomyr, 
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was killed ( cza ytomierszyzny 2022.4: 13). He was only buried in 
his hometown after the Armed Forces of Ukraine (AFU) had 
recaptured the area. In the same area, but at the end of 2023, Yuri 
Marceniuk, a volunteer from near Vinnitsa, was killed ( owo Polskie 
2023.12: 5).  On  the  other  side  of  the  front  near  Kharkiv,  the  
Berdychiv citizen W odzimierz Ga ecki, who was studying medicine 
in  Warsaw  when  the  full-scale  war  began,  gave  his  life.  After  its  
outbreak, he abandoned his studies and volunteered for the army 
( odzimierz Ga ecki 2022; Wermi ska 2022: 6-7). It is also known 
that on 17 September 2022, a veteran of the 2014 ATO, Marian 
Matusz from Mo ciska, who was mobilised after the outbreak of full-
scale  war,  died  (Czawaga 2022.21: 5). Another veteran of these 
battles, this time from 2015. Wasyl Skrupski from Zhovkva fell as a 
result  of  artillery  shelling  in  the  first  half  of  2023  ( owo Polskie 
2023.8: 1). In the same year, another ATO volunteer (from 2014) 
Vitaly Swintsky was also killed (Chavaga 2023.3: 23). At the very 
end of 2023 (22 December), Vladimir Czasanovsky from the village 
of Mychivka was killed during a combat mission in the Novopokrovka 
area of Zaporizhzhya Oblast ( owo Polskie 2024.1-2: 16), after 
nearly a year of military service (appointment card dated 13 January 
2023). A few months later, during the execution of a combat action 
near the village of Robotyne, volunteer Tadeusz "Tadek" Matwiienko 
was  killed  ( owo Polskie 2024.11:7). Also in 2024, a graduate of 
Polish School No. 24 in Lviv, Sergei Havrylov - a soldier of the 128th 
Independent Transcarpathian Assault Brigade of the Operational 
Command "West" AFU and another participant in the ATO fighting - 
was mortally wounded (Kurier Galicyjski 2024.3-4: 3). In 2025, just 
before this work was handed in, information was made public about 
the death of Volyn scout Igor Paziuk, a soldier of the 128th Separate 
Transcarpathian Mountain Assault Brigade (Churczak 2025). 

We also have information about other members of the Polish 
national minority who fought in this conflict. One of them was 
Krzysztof from Mostyska, who defended Mariupol and was wounded 
there, taken prisoner and eventually rescued in one of the first 
exchanges of wounded prisoners. We also know that Marian Tracz 
fought at Donetsk and was wounded, and Andrzej Biszko from 
Strzelczysk at Bachmut (Bonusiak 2022: 115; Bonusiak 2023.2: 47, 48; 
Kurier Galicyjski 2023.13-14.1: 12; Kurier Galicyjski 2023.13-14.2: 13). 

On 27 February 2022. Kyiv officially announced the formation 
of the International Legion of Territorial Defence of Ukraine (IL), 
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which was to be based on volunteers coming from outside Ukraine, 
willing to fight on the side of Ukraine against the Russian aggressor 
(Mi dzynarodowy Legion Si  Zbrojnych Ukrainy 2022). Among them 
there were also people coming from Poland, who, thanks to this 
decision, had a different situation from their predecessors fighting since 
2015 within the ATO. The former could only serve in volunteer 
formations, and their formal and legal situation in relation to the 
provisions of Polish law was very complicated (serving in a foreign 
army was punishable by three to five years - as stipulated by Article 141 
of the Penal Code) (Dz. U. 2024, item 17; Bonusiak 2023.2: 44, 48). 

Their position was also unclear in relation to Ukrainian law. 
There were even cases where, in order to avoid problems, Poles 
applied for Ukrainian citizenship, hoping that this step would 
provide them with more “normal” conditions (Wo nicki 2015). Here 
too, the existing rules have changed, with Kyiv introducing a fast-
track “path” to citizenship for International Legion volunteers. 
However, this did not occur until 2024 (PAP 2024). 

In the first three weeks of the full-scale war alone, the relevant 
applications to the Polish Ministry of Defence were submitted by 19 
people wishing to fight in Ukraine in accordance with the law. 
Significantly more volunteers did not even make such an attempt, 
which was risky given the experience with the Polish justice system of 
volunteers from 2014 - 2021, against whom criminal proceedings 
were initiated (Bonusiak 2023.2: 48). 

According to currently available information, the fallen Polish 
volunteers included, in alphabetical order: Maciej Bednarski, Marek 
Mastalerz, Micha  Pawi ski, Tomasz Marcin S kala, Czarek 
Stankiewicz, Pawe  Szadzikowski, Daniel Sztyber, Krzysztof Tyfel, 
Tomasz Sebastian Walentek, Janusz Szeremeta, Sebastian Zacharz, 
Micha urek. They fell in the period from the beginning of the full-
scale war until August 2024 (Ilu Polaków zgin o w wojnie na 
Ukrainie? 2024; S owo Polskie 2024.8: 2). 

Poles served in various formations and very rarely fought in larger 
national groups. For this reason, it is impossible to determine where 
they appeared most often. However, given the known locations of 
their deaths and fighting, one can venture to say that they fought 
wherever they were directed. Volunteers fighting in the ATO 
obviously operated in the Luhansk and Donetsk areas. Those from 
2022-2024 everywhere: in Zaporizhzhia, Luhansk, Donetsk, Kharkiv, 
Kherson, Sumy ... (Bonusiak 2023.2: 49; Wypartowicz 2024). 
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Polish volunteers were sent to various Ukrainian and international 
formations. Probably the largest number of them went through the 
MLO. One of the longest-serving is Piotr Mitkiewicz, who was one of 
the few featured in several  texts  (TGd 2024). Most, however, do not 
publicise (for various reasons) that they are fighting. Those such as 
Janusz Szeremeta or Krzysztof Tyfel who spoke about their activities 
were a handful (Zimmerman 2023). If they did reveal themselves, they 
appeared under pseudonyms such as the leg wounded 'Kris', who 
spoke to a reporter in hospital (Bonusiak 2023.2: 50), or those known 
only  by  their  first  names:  Robert  (Wypartowicz 2024), Igor, Konrad 
(Kolesnychenko 2024), or pseudonyms such as “Lipton” ( owo 
Polskie 2013.1: 5) or the “Batman” fighting in Donbas at the very 
beginning of the war (wPolityce.pl 2022). 

Sometimes some names were made public on the occasion of the 
presentation of awards by various institutions or organisations. This 
was the case with the Polish-Ukrainian Brotherhood of Arms Award, 
which was presented to “two heroes of the war against Russia - a Pole 
and a Ukrainian who take an active part in defending Europe against 
Muscovite aggression”. In the welcoming halls of Shevchenko 
University in Kyiv, Adam Slomka, the Commander of the Polish 
Legion, presented the award to a soldier from the Ukrainian Military 
Intelligence (Main Intelligence Directorate) special unit, nicknamed 
“Paris,” who had saved a Polish volunteer during a fierce battle in the 
Zaporizhzhia”. At the same time, AFU Colonel Petro Niedzielski 
presented  the  same  award  to  “Andrzej  Delendowski,  a  soldier  of  the  
Polish Legion, who had been a combat medic in line units for 2 years 
and saved the lives of many Ukrainian and Polish soldiers” 
(Nikiforuk 2024). 

In Ukraine, Poles are not only active within the Foreign Legion. 
They have also formed a formation subordinate to the Ukrainian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs [probably the Author's mistake, rather 
Ministry of Defence – AB] called the Polish Volunteer Corps. It was 
formed in February 2023 and consisted exclusively of Polish citizens. 
In battles it cooperated with, among others, the Russian Volunteer 
Corps and the “Freedom of Russia” Legion. It is known to have 
operated in eastern Ukraine, including in the Donbas direction 
(Bruszewski 2023; Orlovsky 2024.2). The corps had its own banner, 
which was conferred on it in Kyiv on 10 October 2023, and used the 
call sign 'Home' in combat (W. D. 2023.19: 5). 
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A certain group of Polish servicemen is also reportedly serving in 
the Belarusian Volunteer Regiment named after Konstanty Kalinowski, 
within which there is a subunit (company) named after General 
Tadeusz Ko ciuszko. Volunteers from NATO countries: the USA, 
Belgium  or  Poland  were  said  to  be  sent  to  this  unit  (Bruszewski 
2024.1; Or owski 2024.1). 

Not all volunteers are constantly engaged in combat. Many operate 
on a shuttle basis, rotating between the front lines and home. When 
they are away from the front, they continue to support the fighting 
forces by organizing aid. Upon their return, they often bring several 
dozen kilograms of supplies, including medical equipment, or funds 
collected from various donations. As one volunteer put it, "The 
Ukrainians understand that any volunteer can help them, not just by 
sitting down" (Zimmerman, 2023). 

The command treats these volunteers with a great deal of 
understanding, recognizing the significance of their presence and efforts. 
Volunteers are rewarded for their contributions, both financially and 
through honors and decorations. However, this only began in 2022. 
Before that, as one volunteer in the ATO noted, his involvement was 
essentially voluntary work: "Nobody urged him to do it, and nobody paid 
him for it." (Bonusiak 2023.2: 46; Rzewi ska 2023). 

Why they fought. 
How did it happen that Poles went to fight in Ukraine? 
The factors varied greatly. There were those who saw it as a kind 

of duty, something worth doing for humanitarian reasons to defend an 
attacked population. Others went into battle looking for the meaning 
of life - especially those who had been badly “scarred” by it at home 
or abroad. Among the latter, one can find people with complicated 
fates. “Some have served in Afghanistan, Iraq. They have unprocessed 
PTSD. They are plagued by nightmares, flashbacks. They drown them 
out with drugs and alcohol. They say that if they kill someone, they 
will feel better” (Kolesnychenko 2024). 

It was a very diverse group, as Dr Kacper Sleeve emphasised. 
Different in 2014 or 2015 and different after 2022. “Let's not kid 
ourselves: it was then for many Europeans «a strange war». Most of us 
were comfortable with the illusion that the Donbas was somewhere far 
away and it was none of our business.” During this period, radicals 
were leaving. “Someone said: I'm going to fight for conservative 
Russia, which is fighting with the liberal, spoiled West. Others: the 
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Donetsk  and  Luhansk  People's  Republics  were  formed,  and  as  a  
communist I should support “people’s power”. Still others were going 
to fight to defend Ukraine, but also Europe from the Asian hordes” 
(Zimmerman 2023). All these attitudes can be found among volunteers 
originating from Poland. 

Why did Ukrainians of Polish origin, who had a relatively easier 
way to avoid serving in the Ukrainian military, choose to fight? The 
answer is clear – patriotism was the driving force. Regardless of their 
background, they saw themselves as citizens of Ukraine. An additional 
motivation for this group was their opposition to Russia, which was 
widely viewed as the enemy, particularly given the pro-Western 
sentiments prevalent in their community. Poles, as a group, never 
questioned the existence of an independent Ukrainian state and were 
firm supporters of the country's western-oriented path. They expressed 
this commitment not only during the war but also in key moments like 
the “Orange Revolution and the” “Revolution of Dignity.” (Bonusiak 
2016: 17-19). 

The dimension of Polish engagement. 
Poles and members of the Polish minority were involved in 

voluntary units within the SZU. Only Ukrainian citizens served in 
regular military formations, as well as in paramilitary groups like the 
Border Guard or police units. Polish citizens participated as volunteers, 
while representatives of the Polish minority fought both as volunteers 
and conscripts. Notably, a significant portion of this group consisted 
of officers and non-commissioned officers (contract soldiers) who saw 
their future tied to service in defense of their homeland. 

Officially, it is assumed that approximately 64,000 people were 
involved in the ATO, of whom by 1 December 2021, according to the 
Book of Remembrance of the Fallen for Ukraine ( a  
2021), 4490 were killed and approximately 10,000 wounded. Therefore, 
it can be estimated that a total of about 300 people of Polish origin 
statistically participated in combat actions during the ATO period, of 
whom about 20 were killed and more than 50 wounded (Bonusiak 
2023.2: 110). 

The outbreak of a full-scale war in 2022 completely changed the 
situation. A conflict began in which more troops were involved at one 
time than during the entire period of the ATO. Following full 
mobilisation, Ukraine’s Armed Forces had grown to approximately 
880,000 personnel by early 2024, with an estimated 1.3 million people 
having passed through military service. (Bruszewski 2024.2). 
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Of course, as before, Ukrainians of Polish origin also joined the 
ranks of the defenders during this period. It is very difficult to 
determine the size of this involvement, as we do not have data on the 
actual size of the Polish diaspora on the Dnieper. The last census data 
comes from the beginning of the 21st century and stated that Poles 
constituted 0.3% of the population (  2001). Taking into account 
the demographic processes existing after that date, one can risk stating 
that this number did not exceed 0.2% in 2022. This would mean that 
among the defenders of Ukraine in 2024, statistically there would be 
about 1,800 people of Polish origin, and about 2,500 of them passed 
through the military service. 

There is not the slightest doubt that in 2022 alone the overall effort 
of the Polish minority (and of course the Ukrainians themselves) was 
already greater than the total of 2014 - 2022. Even then, higher losses 
were incurred. By the end of 2024, they had become entirely 
incomparable. 

There are no reliable figures on losses, and those that are there 
should be regarded as indicative, but according to President Zelensky, 
by the beginning of December 2024 Ukraine had lost 43,000 soldiers 
(killed) and 370,000 wounded. He pointed out that about 50% of the 
wounded had returned to the frontline. At the same time, he put 
Russian losses at nearly 200,000 dead... Based on these figures, we get 
86 dead and 740 wounded soldiers of Polish origin. It can therefore be 
assumed that the death toll approaches about 100 in the Polish ethnic 
group (kg, 2024). 

The involvement of Polish citizens fighting on the Dnieper River 
was also significantly greater than during the ATO period. In contrast 
to the previous period, we have data on the deaths of a number of 
Polish volunteers who fell in combat against Russia after 2022. The 
fact  that  Poles  died  is  not  surprising,  it  is  simply  that  Polish  
involvement was far greater and so the likelihood of casualties was 
statistically higher. 

Members of the International Volunteer Legion alone have been 
killed by some 300. "As reported by the e-ukraina.pl portal, 289 of its 
members  –  including  12  Poles  –  have  died  or  been  killed  since  the  
formation began." The Kremlin has consistently claimed that Poles are 
the largest group of foreigners fighting in Ukraine and estimates that 
out of “12,000 soldiers and mercenaries of various nationalities” there 
were 2,600 Poles, of whom it claimed 1,500 died. These figures are 
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completely unverifiable, especially as the Kremlin does not provide 
any  sources  for  its  revelations  (Ilu Polaków zgin o w wojnie na 
Ukrainie? 2024). 

Regardless of the exact losses suffered by Poles and members of 
the Polish diaspora along the Dnieper, it must be emphasized that their 
contribution to Ukraine’s armed efforts is significant. While it cannot 
be compared to the involvement of Ukrainians themselves, it stands 
out when compared to other ethnic and national groups in Ukraine, as 
well as other nations. On the contrary, it deserves to be highly rated, 
especially when considering other forms of Polish involvement in the 
Russian-Ukrainian conflict. However, these areas — such as military 
and humanitarian aid, as well as support for hundreds of thousands of 
refugees — warrant a separate study of their own. 
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Hula R., Perederii I. 

ALCOHOL IN THE ARMIES OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR:  
UNITY IN OPPOSITES 

 
The article reveals the essence and main features of the Entente and Triple 

(Quadruple) Alliance countries' state government's policy regarding measures to 
control and prohibit the circulation of alcohol during the First World War, primarily 
in the warring armies. Attention is drawn to the dominance of certain alcoholic 
beverages' types in the diet of military personnel of armies and navies in the warring 
parties. Their impact on the daily activities of troops, including in conditions of 
combat clashes, is analyzed. The features and influence of the military-political 
leaderships' command and administrative activities on the implementation of the 
processes of physical capabilities' artificial intensification, combat qualities' improvement 
and activation of the corresponding moral and psychological servicemen's qualities, 
their bravery and ability to overcome stress with the help of alcohol have been 
clarified. The consequences, problems, and contradictions of alcohol use are also outlined. 

Generally, the historical experience of World War I indicates a rather controversial 
role of alcohol in the combat operations of armies. Most researchers, veterans, and 
memoirists unequivocally emphasize the prevalence of harmful consequences for this 
product's use in warfare conditions. Despite the fact that the world experience of 
implementing state measures to control the alcohol circulation during the First World 
War does not indicate the creation of a corresponding ideal model, it can still help 
Ukrainian state administration bodies reduce the negative alcohol impact on the 
Ukrainian societies' life, both during the war and for building a system of veterans' 
psychological rehabilitation in terms for neutralizing the consequences of a possible 
alcohol epidemic in the post-war period.  

Keywords: alcohol,  army, First  World War,  psychological  support  for army and 
navy personnel. 
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Kalyayev ., Matviiv N. 

ETHICS OF FREEDOM AND CITIZEN DUTY IN THE CONDITIONS OF 
WAR IN THE VIEWS OF JOHN LOCKE 

 
This article examines the question of the ethical issues of freedom and a citizen's duty 

concerning the state. To highlight the main aspects of this topic, the authors take  John 
Locke's work «Two Treatises of Government». John Locke (1632-1704) was one of the 
founders of the English Enlightenment. John Locke's life was characterized by constant 
mobility and communication with representatives of various environments, which influenced 
his formation as a philosopher and developed his political beliefs, the analysis of which can 
be valuable even today. Namely, he emphasized the importance of preserving natural rights 
and freedoms even during crises and stressful situations, such as war. The authors pay special 
attention to the concept and essence of freedom as a natural state of man and its correlation 
with a citizen's duty. The fundamental relationship between freedom and the duty of a citizen 
is determined.  

The main emphasis in the work is on the consideration of the relationship between 
ethics, law, freedom and duty, which aims to clarify the vital synergy between law and duty, 
characterize the main concepts and categories, draw demarcation lines between them,  
determine the moral and ethical problems of a citizen's duty to the state and the state to fulfill 
the social contract with its citizens. At the same time, the authors provide a critical 
assessment of the events of 2024. Namely, they compare the ideas of the enlightener with the 
current situation in Ukraine. 

The article investigates how these ideas affect modern legal regulation. Locke believed 
that lawmakers should create laws to protect citizens and their rights. Authorities must stay 
within their powers, and the government should act to ensure the safety and freedom of the 
people. In case of violation of the law, the punishment should be equal to the committed 
crime. It helps to ensure justice and maintain public order. 

Keywords: freedom, duty, state, war, natural law, civil law.   
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Pashchuk Yu. 
EVOLUTION OF ORGANIZATIONAL LEARNING THEORY:  

A MILITARY DIMENSIOM 
 
The article examines the historical aspects of the development of concepts related 

to learning and implementing lessons in military affairs over the past half-century 
(1970s – 2020s). It retrospectively reviews the creation, evolution, and modern 
transformation of this scientific field, summarizing its main aspects. The study 
explores key works and contributions of leading scholars who laid the scientific 
foundation of contemporary doctrine. 

The analysis highlights the importance of organizational military learning, 
particularly its primary outcomes, lessons learned and best practices, in enhancing the 
adaptability of armed forces to rapidly changing warfare conditions and the prompt 
advancement of modern technologies. It substantiates that the versatility of troops 
directly depends on their collective ability to comprehend and integrate acquired 
experiences. Historical examples demonstrate that military structures with a high 
capacity for learning and implementing lessons can assimilate insights more efficiently 
and, consequently, adapt more effectively to achieve an advantage on the battlefield. 

The presented review serves as a basis for analyzing and realizing advanced 
theoretical achievements of organizational learning in the Armed Forces of Ukraine, 
including effective lessons learned models in accordance with NATO standards. 

Keywords: lessons analysis and implementation, organizational learning, 
organizational learning theory, Armed Forces of Ukraine, NATO. 
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INSTITUTE OF MILITARY CHAPLAINCY IN THE MILITARY 
ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES 

AND GREAT BRITAIN 
 

The chaplaincy plays an essential role in the structure of modern armed forces, 
providing not only spiritual support but also acting as a bridge between the military 
and religious communities. It contributes significantly to maintaining morale, offering 
pastoral care, and helping service members cope with the emotional and psychological 
pressures of military service. Chaplains are often the first point of contact for those in 
crisis, offering guidance during moments of stress, loss, or moral dilemma. 

In countries such as the United States and France, the institution of military 
clergy is officially recognized and fully supported by the state. These chaplains are 
integrated into the military hierarchy and participate in the daily life of military units. 
One of the most developed examples is the Chaplain Corps of the United States 
Armed Forces. The Pentagon devotes considerable resources to supporting the religious 
and moral welfare of its troops, acknowledging the chaplain’s role in maintaining 
combat readiness and unit cohesion. 

Chaplains in the U.S. are funded through the defense budget and hold a legal 
status equivalent to that of commissioned officers, allowing them to function 
effectively within the chain of command. They have access to specialized training 
institutions and operate their own media outlets to support their work. Similarly, in the 
United Kingdom, chaplains are entrusted with responsibilities related to moral and 
psychological support, as well as educational efforts aimed at strengthening the 
ethical foundations of military service. 

In light of Ukraine's ongoing efforts to align with NATO standards, examining 
the models of chaplaincy in NATO member states becomes especially relevant. The 
foreign experience offers valuable guidance for the further development of Ukraine’s 
military chaplaincy service and its institutional integration into the Armed Forces. 

Keywords: military chaplains, religion, chaplain, Armed Forces, pastoral service, 
clergy. 
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Introduction: The ongoing Russian-Ukrainian war has 
significantly accelerated the institutionalization of military chaplaincy 
within the Armed Forces of Ukraine. This process was formalized 
through the adoption of the Law of Ukraine "On Military Chaplaincy" 
by the Verkhovna Rada («On the Service of Military Chaplaincy» Law 
of Ukraine of November 30, 2021, No. 1915-IX). As a result, each 
battalion or military unit now has the legal right to include its own 
chaplain – an ordained military clergyman who provides spiritual care 
and moral support to service members directly within their operational 
environment. 

Importantly, a military chaplain is not simply a visiting parish 
priest but a full-fledged member of the armed forces who is enlisted or 
commissioned and performs chaplaincy duties as part of the military 
structure. This dual role allows chaplains to not only offer religious 
guidance but also to serve alongside soldiers under the same 
conditions, including in active combat zones. 

The development of this institution is closely aligned with NATO 
standards, as military chaplaincy is an integral and established element 
within  the  armed  forces  of  all  NATO  member  states.  In  these  
countries, chaplains are seen as a vital part of military life, offering 
spiritual resilience, ethical support, and psychological assistance to 
service personnel and their families. Their role has long been 
recognized as essential in maintaining morale and ensuring the holistic 
well-being of troops, especially during times of war or deployment. 

By integrating chaplaincy into its military system, Ukraine is not 
only responding to urgent wartime needs but also taking a significant 
step toward harmonizing its defense structure with Euro-Atlantic 
standards. 

The aim of the paper is study of the international experience of 
chaplaincy service in the European Command of the US Armed Forces. 

The main part of the article. The Chaplain Corps of the United 
States within the U.S. European Command (EUCOM) holds a 
prominent and well-established position, reflecting the broader 
importance of military chaplaincy in NATO structures. As part of 
EUCOM, U.S. military chaplains provide spiritual and moral support 
to American service members stationed across Europe, while also 
collaborating with chaplaincy services of NATO allies to foster unity, 
mutual understanding, and interfaith cooperation within multinational 
military environments. 
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In the armed forces of NATO member states, chaplaincy services 
are structured and regulated according to alliance-wide standards that 
emphasize the protection of religious freedom, ethical leadership, and 
the holistic well-being of service members. These standards ensure 
that chaplains are not only available for spiritual counseling and 
religious services, but also actively engaged in promoting resilience, 
supporting psychological health, and addressing ethical concerns that 
arise during military operations. 

NATO  armies  reflect  a  commitment  to  religious  diversity  and  
inclusivity. Military chaplaincy within the alliance includes 
representatives of major world religions, such as Christianity (in its 
various denominations), Judaism, Islam, and Buddhism. This pluralistic 
approach ensures that the diverse spiritual needs of soldiers are 
respected and met, contributing to a more cohesive and morally 
grounded military force. Chaplains from different faith traditions often 
work together in joint settings, especially during peacekeeping 
missions, international deployments, and joint training exercises. 

The presence of a well-integrated chaplaincy across NATO forces 
demonstrates the alliance's recognition of the vital role spiritual care 
plays in maintaining the morale, discipline, and overall readiness of its 
personnel (Karpenko, 2009). 

The International Military Chiefs of Chaplains Conference 
(IMCCC) was established as a multinational platform to coordinate 
and enhance the chaplaincy services of NATO member states. It is 
built on the foundation of cooperation among the military chaplaincy 
institutions of each NATO country and aims to foster collaboration, 
mutual support, and standardization across Allied forces. This high-
level  forum serves  not  only  as  a  venue  for  dialogue  but  also  for  the  
development of shared strategies regarding spiritual care, ethical 
guidance, and religious support in military contexts. 

The professional training of chaplains within NATO member 
states is guided by the educational framework of the NATO SCHOOL 
Oberammergau, recognized as a global leader in multinational military 
education and individual training. Chaplain training is conducted in 
accordance with NATO standards, particularly STANAG 2222  
(which outlines the spiritual and moral aspects of military operations) 
and STANAG 6001 (which regulates language proficiency levels for 
multinational cooperation) (The Queen’s Regulations for the Royal Air 
Force – Fifth Edition of 1999). 
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The objective of the chaplaincy course is to prepare military 
chaplains from NATO and partner nations to operate effectively in joint 
and combined military environments. This includes developing their 
capabilities in religious counseling, interfaith cooperation, and pastoral 
care during both peacetime and military operations. Special emphasis is 
placed on the chaplain’s role within multinational task forces, including 
deployments, peacekeeping missions, and crisis response. 

Course  content  covers  a  broad  range  of  subjects  relevant  to  the  
modern military chaplain, including international humanitarian law, 
military ethics, intercultural competence, and psychological strategies 
for supporting both commanders and enlisted personnel in fulfilling 
their missions. Trainees learn how to advise leadership on moral and 
spiritual matters, manage pluralistic religious environments, and offer 
psychosocial support in times of stress, combat, or loss. 

By standardizing chaplain training across NATO members, the 
alliance ensures a high level of interoperability and shared 
understanding among military clergy, ultimately strengthening the 
moral and ethical foundation of Allied operations. 

The chaplaincy services of NATO member states represent a 
distinct component within both the political and military frameworks 
of the Alliance. These services are not merely supportive institutions 
but function as structured entities with defined responsibilities and 
strategic objectives. Military chaplains operating under NATO 
mandates are expected to possess a comprehensive understanding of 
their  roles  and  competencies.  Among  the  key  requirements  are:  the  
ability to identify NATO command structures and understand their 
leadership hierarchies; to serve as moral and spiritual advisors to 
military commanders; to implement methods aimed at preventing or 
de-escalating conflict situations during mission execution; and to 
respond appropriately to crises that arise in both operational and non-
operational settings. Additionally, chaplains must be well-versed in 
the overall military structure and principles of command and control. 

To promote professional development and interfaith cooperation, 
annual international conferences are organized in NATO countries. 
These gatherings bring together representatives from various 
chaplaincy services and religious denominations across the Alliance. 
During these conferences, members of different national and 
denominational chaplain corps share best practices, exchange 
experiences, and engage in dialogue on contemporary issues 
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concerning the relationship between religious institutions and the 
armed forces (Vashchuk, 2020). 

Such interactions contribute to the enrichment of chaplaincy 
practices and foster a culture of mutual respect and 
interdenominational cooperation. These conferences are crucial for 
maintaining a high standard of spiritual and ethical support within 
NATO forces and for strengthening the interoperability of chaplaincy 
services in multinational contexts. 

The European Command (EUCOM) of the United States Armed 
Forces plays a central role in organizing and hosting many of these 
conferences, as it possesses one of the most developed and 
institutionally supported military chaplaincy systems. The U.S. model 
places significant emphasis on the spiritual welfare of service 
members, viewing chaplaincy as an integral component of personnel 
care. As noted by Vashchuk (2020), the institutional support provided 
by the state to the chaplaincy system reflects a broader commitment to 
the moral and psychological resilience of military personnel 
(Vashchuk, 2020). 

Chaplains serving in the U.S. Armed Forces must be endorsed by a 
recognized religious organization that fulfills three fundamental 
criteria  established  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense.  First,  the  
organization must be a legally registered non-profit entity; second, it 
must have an available candidate who meets the qualifications for 
military chaplaincy; and third, it must maintain a faith community or 
congregation that is represented within the U.S. Armed Forces. This 
ensures that chaplains have both institutional backing and a tangible 
connection to the religious needs of service members. 

The military chaplaincy system in the United States is fully 
integrated into the defense structure and is financed by the federal 
budget. Chaplains enjoy a legal status equivalent to that of commissioned 
officers, which includes corresponding rights, responsibilities, and 
privileges. This institutional status allows chaplains to operate effectively 
within military hierarchies and participate in the command structure 
while maintaining the pastoral independence necessary to serve a 
diverse and pluralistic force. 

The Chaplain Corps of the U.S. Armed Forces possesses its own 
administrative leadership, as well as dedicated educational institutions 
where chaplains are trained in theology, ethics, intercultural 
communication, and crisis counseling. In addition, the Corps maintains 
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its own media platforms, which serve to disseminate religious, ethical, 
and mental health-related content across military units. 

The core mission of military chaplains is to provide moral and 
spiritual guidance while also monitoring and supporting the 
psychological resilience of military personnel. With regard to the 
officer corps and command-level leadership, chaplains serve in an 
advisory capacity – offering insights into the customs, rituals, and 
sensitivities of various faith traditions, which is especially valuable in 
multicultural and multinational operations. 

Beyond their role within military units, chaplains are also tasked 
with engaging public organizations, participating in civil-military 
relations, and providing support to local civilian populations during 
deployments or humanitarian missions. Integral components of the 
chaplaincy infrastructure include designated spaces for worship and 
reflection – such as chaplain’s corners, houses of solitude, and prayer 
shelters. On naval vessels, chaplains are responsible for ensuring that 
sacred spaces are available for religious observance, thus preserving 
the spiritual life of sailors and officers alike (Koropatnik, Mykytyuk, 
Pavlyuk, Petkov, 2023). 

According to the established requirements set forth by the 
Canadian and United States defense and religious authorities, 
individuals aspiring to serve both their faith community and their 
country as military chaplains must meet a rigorous set of professional 
and personal criteria. First and foremost, a candidate must be in good 
physical and mental health, ensuring that they are capable of 
performing duties in both peacetime and operational environments, 
including deployments and high-stress situations. 

Academically, a chaplain candidate must hold a recognized 
university degree and have completed a minimum of three years of 
postgraduate theological education – typically at the master’s level. 
This academic background is generally equivalent to that provided by 
a theological seminary or academy and ensures that the individual 
possesses deep theological knowledge, spiritual maturity, and the 
ability to engage in interfaith dialogue and pastoral care across a wide 
spectrum of belief systems. 

In addition to academic and physical qualifications, chaplain 
candidates are expected to demonstrate strong moral character, 
emotional resilience, and intellectual capacity. They must also show 
evidence of psychological stability, leadership potential, and a genuine 
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calling to both religious ministry and military service. These qualities 
are critical, as chaplains serve not only as spiritual leaders, but also as 
ethical advisors, counselors, and liaisons between service members 
and religious communities. 

Furthermore, in both the Canadian and American armed forces, a 
formal endorsement from a recognized religious denomination is 
required, along with a signed commitment to military service. 
Typically, chaplains must agree to serve a minimum term of six years 
under contract. This extended period allows chaplains to build 
meaningful relationships within their units, develop trust with service 
members, and contribute effectively to the spiritual, moral, and 
psychological well-being of the armed forces (The Queen’s 
Regulations for the Royal Air Force – Fifth Edition of 1999). 

It should be noted that the British Army pays great attention to the 
service of military chaplains. The Institute of Chaplaincy operates in 
accordance with the Queen's Regulations for the Royal Air Force and 
the Royal Navy. In each garrison of the British Army there are 
military religious institutions of different denominations, headed by 
the chief chaplain, who has the rank of major general. He has two 
deputies, the first responsible for the Roman Catholic direction of the 
Catholic denomination, and the second for relations with other 
churches and denominations. According to the Queen's Regulations, 
military chaplains are not allowed to receive payment for their 
activities, so chaplains are free to engage in various physical and 
social activities in the Air Force at will. In addition, a military 
chaplain should not perform secular duties without the permission of 
the chief chaplain. In accordance with the Queen's Regulations for the 
Royal Air Force, chaplains have the right to attend cultural events 
(«Queen’s Regulations and Orders (QR&O). Volume I – 
Administration», 2006). 

According to the QUEEN'S REGULATIONS AND ORDERS 
(QR&O) for the Royal Navy, military chaplains are entrusted with a 
broad range of responsibilities that go beyond the mere conduct of 
religious rituals. Their role is both spiritual and pastoral, aimed at 
supporting the moral and emotional well-being of all service 
personnel, regardless of religious affiliation. 

Key duties include the regular conduct of religious services, such 
as worship, prayer, and sacraments, in accordance with their faith 
tradition. Chaplains are also expected to promote spiritual 
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development among all personnel by preaching, teaching the 
principles of faith, and offering religious education that is inclusive 
and relevant to the diverse composition of the armed forces. 

In addition to spiritual leadership, chaplains are responsible for the 
compassionate care of the sick and injured-both in medical facilities 
and within operational settings. Their pastoral presence during times 
of illness, injury, or personal crisis provides comfort and support that 
is often vital to recovery and morale. 

A significant aspect of the chaplain’s duty is fostering cooperation 
and mutual respect among chaplains of different denominations and 
faiths. Interfaith collaboration is essential in a pluralistic military 
environment and contributes to a culture of tolerance, inclusion, and 
unity. Chaplains are thus called to recognize and address the spiritual 
needs of all service members, irrespective of their specific religious 
background or belief system. 

Furthermore, chaplains act as advocates for the protection and 
facilitation of religious practice within the military, ensuring that 
service members have access to worship, religious resources, and 
spiritual counseling. In doing so, they help uphold the principle of 
freedom of religion and belief, which is a cornerstone of democratic 
military values  («Queen’s Regulations and Orders (QR&O). Volume 
I – Administration», 2006). 

Conclusions: The prospects for further research lie in the detailed 
analysis and clarification of the full spectrum of issues–both 
theoretical and practical–associated with the education, formation, and 
ongoing professional development of military chaplains. Future 
studies should examine the curricula, training methodologies, and 
institutional frameworks used to prepare chaplains for service in 
diverse and often challenging operational environments. Special 
attention should be given to the integration of interfaith competencies, 
psychological resilience training, and ethical decision-making within 
chaplaincy education programs. 

Moreover, a comparative evaluation of chaplaincy models across 
different NATO member states would offer valuable insights into best 
practices and shared standards, as well as cultural and denominational 
distinctions that shape national approaches to spiritual and moral 
support in the armed forces. Such research could contribute to the 
development of a more unified and effective training strategy aligned 
with NATO interoperability objectives. 
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The analysis of the activities and functions of military chaplains in 
NATO countries leads to the clear conclusion that the institution of 
military chaplaincy has become an established and indispensable part 
of the day-to-day life of armed forces across much of the world. In 
many  NATO states,  chaplaincy  is  not  treated  as  a  peripheral  service  
but as a central component of military culture, mission effectiveness, 
and personnel well-being. It provides essential spiritual care, fosters 
ethical  leadership,  and  plays  a  vital  role  in  preserving  the  
psychological health and moral integrity of both individuals and units. 

As global security challenges evolve, the relevance and necessity 
of military chaplains continue to grow, underscoring the need for 
ongoing research, professionalization, and international cooperation in 
this important field. 
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Paniv A. 

RELIGIOUS INSCRIPTIONS AND IMAGES ON SABS  
OF THE XVII – XVIII CENTURIES IN COLLECTION  

OF THE LVIV HISTORICAL MUSEUM 
 

The purpose of the work is to investigate religious inscriptions and images on 
sabers of the XVII–XVIII centuries. The research methodology is based on the 
general scientific principles of systematics, objectivity and critical attitude to sources. 
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The article uses theoretical research methods, including synthesis, analysis, induction 
and deduction. With the help of the historical-comparative method it was possible to 
compare the found samples of inscriptions and images on sabers. This article also uses 
chronological and retrospective research principles. Scientific novelty. In this work, 
for the first time in Ukrainian historiography, inscriptions and images of religious 
nature on sabers of the XVII–XVIII centuries are analyzed. The main attention is paid 
to the collection of the Lviv Historical Museum, but to highlight the prevailing trends 
in the development of armaments of Europe at that time used materials from other 
collections and collections. Conclusions. «Greek» scenes on bladed weapons, found 
on the attributes of individual exhibits, do not indicate production in Greece or other 
then Orthodox countries, as was previously thought. They were probably made in 
Istanbul and were intended for diplomatic gifts to Christian (primarily Orthodox) 
rulers. Crosses are found on sabers. Maltese crosses are not typical of the Cossack 
environment, but in some places they are found on the coats of arms of Cossack 
officers and, importantly, on jewelry from Central Ukraine. The symbolic hierarchy is 
clearly visible on the samples of cold steel of Muslim origin. Usually, the name of 
Mohammad is lavishly decorated, a little less the name of the ruler, and even less the 
name of the master who made the blade. 

Keywords: sabers, religious subjects, the Mother of God, collection, Lviv 
Historical Museum. 
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Stetsiv Y., Bahan A. 
ARTILLERY PARK AND PERSONAL WEAPONS OF ARTILLERY 

OFFICERS DURING THE PERIOD OF NATIONAL STATE FORMATION 
1917–1921: TACTICAL AND TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

 
Research objective: to analyze the material and technical support of artillery 

officers during the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917–1921. The research methodology is 
based on the principles of historicism, objectivity including methods of analysis, 
synthesis, generalization and information. Scientific novelty. For the first time, the 
peculiarities of material and technical support of Ukrainian artillery officers during 
the revolution period of 1917–1921 were comprehensively investigated. Conclusions. 
The article highlights the peculiarities of material and technical support of Ukrainian 
artillery officers during the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917–1921. Examples of the 
main types of artillery weapons used by Ukrainian artillery officers on the fronts of 
the revolution of 1917–1921 are presented, and their main technical characteristics are 
presented. Particular attention is devoted to the coverage of the personal weapons of 
artillery  officers  and  examples  of  the  most  common  types  of  cold  and  small  arms  
weapons among officers during the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917–1921 are given. It 
has been proven that the Dnieper artillery–officers mostly used artillery systems and 
ammunition of Russian production, and the Galician commanders mainly had German 
guns, which were already obsolete at that time. 

In the course of the research, it was concluded that the cold weapon and small 
arms weapons used by Ukrainian artillery officers during the period of the Ukrainian 
Revolution of 1917–1921 were mainly of Austrian, German and Belgian production. 
The work emphasizes that the material and technical support of artillery officers of the 
Ukrainian armies of the revolution period of 1917–1921 was organized in accordance 
with the capabilities of the military and political leadership of the Ukrainian People’s 
Republic and the Western Ukrainian People’s Republic (ZUNR). The material and 
technical assistance from the Dnieper region arrived at the most critical moment for 
the ZUNR government – the period of the Polish–Ukrainian war, which generally had 
a positive effect on the combat capability of Galician artillery formations. 

Keywords: the Ukrainian revolution of 1917–1921, artillery officers, artillery 
weapons, officers’ personal weapons, artillery. 
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Kharuk A. 
PROGRAMS FOR THE CREATION OF MILITARY TRANSPORT 

AIRCRAFT IN UKRAINE IN 1991 – 2021 
 

The article examines the progress of the implementation in Ukraine during 1991-2021 
of the programs for the creation of military transport aircraft An-70, An-132 and An-178. 
The first of them was launched back in 1981 and envisaged the creation of a medium 
transport aircraft with a high degree of technological innovation. The An-132 aircraft 
was a deep modernization of the light transport aircraft An-32, and the medium 
transport aircraft An-178 was based on the passenger aircraft An-148/158. The 
implementation of the An-70 program took place in cooperation with the Russian 
Federation, and the position of this partner significantly affected the extension of the 
program implementation deadlines. The An-132 was created in cooperation with 
Saudi Arabia. Until 2014. No measures were taken to reduce dependence on the 
supply of critical components from the Russian Federation, which led to a crisis in the 
An-70 and An-178 programs after the start of Russian aggression against Ukraine. 
Saudi Arabia's refusal in 2019 to finance the An-132 project led to the freezing of this 
program. As a result, none of the three new types of military transport aircraft (An-70, 
An-132, An-148) was introduced into serial production by the beginning of 2022, 
although the An-70 was adopted by the Ukrainian Air Force (in a single copy), and 
the An-178-100R was ordered for the Ukrainian Air Force in the amount of three 
copies. 

Keywords: military-industrial complex of Ukraine, aviation industry, aircraft 
construction, military transport aircraft, Antonov State Enterprise. 
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THE EVOLUTION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS USE: 
FROM WORLD WAR I TO CONTEMPORARY CONFLICTS 

 
The World  War  I  is  called  the  «war  of  the  chemists»  because  it  was  it  that  

ushered in the era of the creation and use of weapons of mass destruction. The study 
of the historical experience of the use of chemical weapons as a military tool on the 
Western Front and the analysis of political discussions on their use demonstrated that 
the participating countries quickly abandoned the existing norms of international law 
and gradually switched to their active use.  

Now, more than a hundred years later, chemical weapons are being used again. 
The use of chemical agents during the war in Syria and Russia's invasion of Ukraine 
proves that international law and conventions have not affected the permissibility of 
using weapons of mass destruction.  

This ongoing use of chemical weapons underscores a critical failure in the 
enforcement of international norms and laws designed to prevent such atrocities. The 
lack of significant repercussions for violators of these norms reveals the limitations of 
international law in addressing the practical realities of modern warfare. The inability 
to hold perpetrators accountable further exacerbates the humanitarian consequences of 
chemical warfare, with thousands of victims suffering from long-term health effects 
and environmental damage. 

Keywords: Hague Convention, gas attack, weapons of mass destruction, 
poisonous gases, World War I, chemical weapons, grand strategy. 

 
Introduction: Despite the existing international mechanisms for 

banning the production, storage and use of chemical weapons, we 
periodically hear about the use of chemicals, in particular now in the 
East  of  Ukraine  by  Moscow.  This  makes  it  relevant  to  refer  to  the  
history of the use of poisonous gases during the World War I, because 
it was then that they turned into a powerful tool in the military-
political strategies of the warring countries, and the scale of use on the 
Western Front surpassed all previous eras. 
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Military conflicts, in addition to many negative consequences, are 
often a catalyst for innovations arising from the implementation of 
scientific  developments  in  the  military  sphere.  The  war  creates  a  
demand for new technologies that would not be provided in peaceful 
conditions. This was also the case during the World War I. In addition 
to  the  name  "Great  War",  it  was  also  nicknamed  the  "war  of  
chemists", because it was then that the use of chemical weapons, 
which are now considered weapons of mass destruction, was initiated. 
Chemical warfare turned out to be another component of the war of 
attrition, and the new chemical weapons were expected to overcome 
the positional impasse after the stabilization of the front at the end 
of 1914. 

The experience of using chemical weapons in the First World War 
and the threat of their repeated full-scale deployment and use haunted 
humanity throughout the "short twentieth century". Despite the 
existing mechanisms for banning the production, storage and use of 
chemical weapons, periodic excesses during chemical attacks in Syria 
in 2015-2017 and reports of the use of chemical substances of 
unknown origin by the Russian aggressor in the southeastern direction 
in 2022-2024, actualize the need to turn to the analysis of the 
conditions for the use of chemical weapons as a tool in the military-
political calculations of the warring countries during the World War I 
to understand the modern potential of their use in the Russian-
Ukrainian war. 

The appearance of chemical weapons on the Western Front in 
1914 – 1916. The issue of the use of chemical weapons during the 
World War I attracted the attention of many researchers. The scale of 
the use of chemical weapons and the formation of often polar points of 
view among researchers regarding the effectiveness and "humanity" of 
their use have led to lively academic discussions. A significant part of 
the works is generalized, and such authors as Adams (p. 286), Brown 
(p. 375), and Coleman (p. 225) consider the evolution of approaches 
to chemical weapons during the twentieth century. The World War I is 
often mentioned in them as the initial stage, when it gained ground as 
a military-political tool. Other authors, in particular Prentiss and Haber 
(p. 430), focus on the period of the World War I and analyze various 
aspects of its development and application. Some of them, namely 
A. Prentiss, justified its high effectiveness due to the combination of a 
low mortality rate and a combination of demoralizing and psychological 
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effects of the application. However, L. Haber emphasized that 
chemical weapons required complex preparatory work, high training 
of personnel in production and the military, was dependent on natural 
conditions and was oriented towards positional warfare.  

Therefore, it did not live up to the expectations placed on it and its 
real value turned out to be low. Many authors, including Fitzgerald 
(p. 611-625) and Vanderbergen, focus on certain biographical, 
medical, psychological, international legal aspects related to the 
history of chemical weapons. 

A separate block is made up of scientific research, such as Girard 
(p. 225), Heller (p. 109) and others who investigated national policies 
on chemical weapons in their various dimensions. But a 
comprehensive study of the place of chemical weapons in military-
political strategies did not often attract the attention of researchers. In 
domestic historiography, this issue remains poorly researched and is 
focused rather on the study of the experience of using chemical 
weapons on the Eastern Front. 

The outbreak of hostilities led to the actualization of the strategic 
military  plans  of  the  General  Staffs,  which  were  developed  in  
advance. Among the high command there was an opinion everywhere 
that the war would be fast, and victory could be won by one or more 
general battles. Thus, Germany's strategic plan (Schlieffen plan) was 
focused on the consistent and rapid defeat of the armies of France and 
Russia. The bet "on a lightning war" in order to avoid a war on two 
fronts was also confirmed by the system of deploying forces in one 
strategic echelon, the deployment of strategic reserves was not 
expected. However, the developers of the plan miscalculated the 
possibility of defeating the French army in one general battle. The 
forces of the opponents were also underestimated (Heller, p. 21).  

The  French  strategic  plan  ("plan  No.  17")  had  an  indecisive  and  
dual character. France expected that the war would be short-lived, so it 
planned to use only the existing army in hostilities, without mobilization. 
The actions of the armies, according to the plan, completely depended 
on the nature of the enemy's actions, that is, on where and how he 
would deliver the main blow. Thus, the strategic initiative was given 
to the enemy, and their troops were doomed to passive defensive 
actions (Heller, p. 22). 

Great Britain also developed strategies based on the expectation of 
a short war, where the needs of the front would be met at the expense 
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of accumulated mobilization reserves and the work of military 
enterprises. They planned, first of all, to maintain and strengthen her 
dominance at sea. For operations on land, it was planned to send only 
one small expeditionary army to France (Heller, p. 23). 

The  scientific  basis  for  the  development  of  chemical  weapons  is  
associated with the development of organic chemistry. The inventor of 
chemical weapons of mass destruction is considered to be the German 
scientist Fritz Haber (1867-1934), an outstanding scientist in the field 
of chemistry, director of the Institute of Physical Chemistry and 
Electrochemistry at the Kaiser Wilhelm Society. As a consultant to the 
Ministry of War, he was instructed to head a committee of scientists to 
create a poisonous irritating substance that would force enemy troops 
to leave the trenches. All developers were respected scientists, 
physicists and chemists, laureates of prestigious scientific prizes, 
including the Nobel (Friedrich, Hoffmann, Renn, Schmaltz, Wolf, 
p. 11-12). 

Within  a  few  months,  Haber  and  his  collaborators  created  a  
weapon using chlorine gas, which was put into production in January 
1915. In addition to gases, the institute headed by Haber 
simultaneously developed gas masks and filters. 

 

 
 

Figure 1: “Father of chemical warfare”. Fritz Haber 
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It was the French who were the first to use chemical compounds as 
weapons during the World War I in October 1914 (the First Battle of 
Ypres). This substance was ethyl bromacetate - tear gas. None of the 
participants in the war believed that gas fell under the bans of the 
Hague Conventions. Ethyl bromoacetate quickly dissipated and did 
not cause any effect on the enemy. Poisonous substances were used at 
the operational level to inflict losses on enemy manpower, but due to 
low efficiency and rapid depletion of supplies, they could not affect 
the course of the battle, since tear gas at that time was mainly in the 
possession of French police (as a non-lethal weapon). There was a 
negligible number of people affected by gas (Gilchrist, p. 7). The first 
attempts to practically use toxic chemicals as weapons of mass 
destruction were ineffective. But even this allowed the Germans in the 
future to accuse the French of violating the norms of the Hague 
Conventions. 

At this point, a more efficient way to use gases on the battlefield 
was proposed by Fritz Haber. The chemist believed that the use of 
shells with chlorine due to lack of time and the complexity of 
manufacturing suitable cartridges at that time was impractical, so he 
recommended using liquefied gas from special cylinders under favorable 
weather conditions. In addition, this method did not formally violate the 
Hague Conventions, as experts testified during the consideration of 
this issue (Friedrich, Hoffmann, Renn, Schmaltz, Wolf, p. 90). 

The Second Battle of Ypres (April-May 1915) was largely 
conceived as a testing ground for poisonous gases. Under Haber's 
personal control, preparations were underway for a chemical attack on 
the Allied troops, 720 tons of chlorine were delivered. The unit, 
consisting mainly of student volunteers (the military was skeptical 
about chemical weapons, since these weapons reduced the value of 
their knowledge and skills), installed 150 gas-cylinder batteries on a 
six-kilometer section of the front, from which 168 tons of chlorine 
were  poured  in  five  minutes,  as  soon  as  a  light  easterly  breeze  blew 
towards the enemy (Haber, p. 25). 

The blow fell on the twentieth French corps, over which a gray-
green cloud unfolded, which began to slowly fill the trenches and 
stretched 600-900 meters deep. Believing that the Germans were 
preparing for an attack under the cover of a smoke screen, few 
understood what was really happening, and in the first ten minutes, 
two divisions were put out of action, which lost about one and a half 
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thousand dead. Despite heavy enemy shelling, the surviving French, 
many of whom lost their sight from chlorine burns, got out of the 
trenches and, abandoning their weapons, fled their positions, forming 
a one-and-a-half-kilometer gap in the front. With cotton bandages 
moistened with a solution of soda, the Germans went on the attack and 
occupied the villages of Langemark and Pilken, where they captured 
two thousand prisoners and 51 cannons. In total, about 100 thousand 
people from both sides became victims of the second battle for Ypres, 
which ended on May 25. However, the victory did not bring much 
success to the imperial army - the Germans advanced five kilometers 
to Ypres, but could not take it. An interesting fact was that the French 
command received information about the preparation of the attack a 
week before thanks to the prisoners, but ignored the warning, 
downplaying the potential danger. 

 

 
 

Figure 2: A German soldier inspects the French trenches near Ypres.  
April 1915 

 

The initial success was due to the lack of protective equipment 
against  gases  on  the  defensive  side.  This  led  to  the  death  of  a  large  
number of poisoned people. A breach formed in the defense of the 
Entente, but the German side did not have time to take advantage of 
this opportunity due to lack of reserves. The breakthrough was 
achieved by Germany at the tactical level, it was not possible to 
expand the success further. In his memoirs, Falkenhayn emphasized 
that this operation also had the character of a cover during the transfer 
of troops to the East, so there were no significant reserves capable of 
developing success (Falkenhayn, p. 84). 
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The transition to the in-depth use of chemical weapons in         
1917  1918. In 1917, the World War I provided an opportunity to 
involve the United States in the war. Initially, none of the European 
countries considered the United States as a participant in the struggle 
for resources, and therefore the proclamation of American neutrality 
on August 4, 1914 was received calmly. However, the further change 
in the nature of battles from "lightning" to "protracted" weakened 
traditional European leaders and brought the United States to a new 
world level. Significant human and financial losses, weakening 
of production and the need to find suppliers of military weapons 
sharply increased Europe's demand for American goods, which 
became an impetus for the extremely rapid economic rise of the state.  

The rapid industrialization of the US economy provided the basis 
for the spread of American geopolitical ambitions. Before the World 
War I, America's economic power reached about 33% of global GNP 
(gross national product) and pushed Great Britain away from the 
position of the leading industrial country in the world.  

Thus, in 1916, the total amount of US exports to the Entente countries 
amounted to $3.2 billion against $825 million in 1914. The Entente 
countries began mass purchases of American raw materials for the 
military industry, food and weapons, which contributed to the rise of the 
US economy. The profits of monopolies increased several times. 

American sympathy for Britain, France, and other allies grew over 
the course of the war, aided by both the stalemate on the battlefield 
and the growing threat  of  German submarines.  As the war escalated,  
growing concerns about a possible U.S. entry into the conflict and a 
general lack of military training prompted some in the U.S. government, 
industry, and academia to begin planning in various fields. But on     
April 6, 1917, in response to the resumption of unlimited submarine 
warfare, inciting Mexico, the United States entered the war. Therefore, 
it quickly became clear that the US military forces would have to deal 
with chemical weapons. 

Fears of gas attacks against members of the American Expeditionary 
Force (AEF) heading to the European front initially focused research 
in the United States on defensive measures, with priority given to the 
development and production of gas masks, although general training 
was insufficient. 

The Allies learned valuable lessons from their mistakes on the 
Somme. The Battle of Arras began on April 4, 1917. It was then the 
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first time a mortar was used on a large scale to support the Canadian 
attack on Vimy Ridge. This large-sized mortar, developed by Lieutenant 
V.H. Lievens (Lievens' projector), was capable of delivering a large 
number of chemical warfare agents (phosphorus gas) and became 
perhaps one of the greatest innovations in the field of offensive use of 
chemical weapons during the World War I (Heller, p. 20). The British 
understood that the Germans could not be destroyed by shells. But 
their prolonged bombardment exhausted and demoralized the enemy 
troops, trapping them in their dugouts without access to rations or 
supplies. At the beginning of the offensive, the greatest successes 
were achieved by the Canadian divisions, which captured the Vimy 
area. This success of the Canadians allowed the British to achieve 
successes at the tactical level, only in the south the allied forces could 
not achieve more. The British army was able to advance deep into the 
German defenses, but suffered heavy losses. Success could not be 
developed, and no breakthrough was achieved. Gases during the battle 
were used at the tactical level, and, judging by the statistics of losses, 
had a more demoralizing effect than physical. The use of phosphorus 
gas was carried out in the subsequent Battle of Messina. 

In July 1917, realizing the loss of their technological superiority 
and, possibly, the ability to win the war, near the Belgian city of Ypres 
(the Third Battle of Ypres), the Germans used a new and most dangerous 
chemical gas of cutaneous action in order to disrupt the offensive of 
the Anglo-French troops aimed at destroying the bases of the German 
submarine fleet. 

The French called the new substance "mustard gas" after the place 
of first use, and the British, due to its strong specific smell, called it 
"mustard gas".  

On the night of July 12-13, 1917, during the battle near the city of 
Ypres, the German army fired shells at the positions of British troops 
with shells that did not explode, but rather burst, releasing gas with a 
pungent unpleasant odor into the air. During the first use of mustard 
gas against Allied troops, the Germans fired 50,000 chemical artillery 
shells. The offensive of the Anglo-French troops was disrupted. The 
breakthrough was achieved by the Entente at the tactical level, it was 
not possible to develop further success. Chemical weapons were used 
exclusively at the tactical and operational level for defensive purposes, 
helping to repel attacks.  

However, mustard gas had specifics. It did not strike instantly 
immediately after inhalation, the poisonous substance gradually 
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accumulated in the body and the poisoning made itself felt after a few 
hours. Another unpleasant feature of mustard gas is its ability to 
penetrate into fabric, paper, building materials and even rubber, where 
it can retain its poisonous properties for a long time, especially in 
winter, at low ambient temperatures. These features made it possible 
to bypass the existing protective equipment, the damage to the 
territory persisted for a long time and had an enhanced effect. Now, 
not only the poisoning itself, but also the fear of gas poisoning, 
together with periodic aggressive gas attacks, kept soldiers on both 
fronts in suspense and could lead to anomie, gas fear, and in some 
cases mental breakdowns. Upon hearing reports that there was gas in 
the area, the soldiers experienced all the symptoms of gas poisoning, 
even though they were not actually gas poisoned. The basis of this was 
constant shelling with poison gases, a specific atmosphere that the 
enemy maintained daily on most of the front with its regulated fire. 
When it did not cause real losses, it maintained apprehension and 
panic, accelerated the onset of combat fatigue. "It was not so much the 
damage that the gas caused to the body, the effect of which has always 
been greatly overestimated in the popular imagination, but the damage 
it caused to the mind. This harmless-looking, almost invisible thing 
could "lie"  for  several  days,  hiding in low places and waiting for  the 
careless. It was the true breath of the Devil." 

Soldiers  on  all  sides  believed  that  gas  warfare  was  not  a  proper  
weapon and was beyond humanity. Significant problems were created 
by  the  need  to  be  in  gas  masks  or  respirators  for  a  long  time.   "We  
look at each other like stupid frogs with bulging eyes. The mask 
makes you feel like half human. You are not capable of thinking. The 
air you breathe is cleaned of all but a few. A person does not live 
when he walks with a filter, he simply exists. It resembles a vegetable" 
(Friedrich, Hoffmann, Renn, Schmaltz, Wolf, p. 163). 

In general, during the campaign of 1917, none of the belligerents 
achieved strategic achievements. However, the situation of the Central 
Powers deteriorated significantly - their forces were exhausted, anti-
war sentiments and direct actions of the masses against the war 
intensified.  

At the end of 1917, the seemingly hopeless situation of positional 
warfare initiated new forms of technical equipment, strategic 
techniques and tactics on the battlefield. Having ensured the 
stabilization of the situation in the East after the conclusion of the 
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Brest-Litovsk Agreement and trying to achieve its strategic goals, the 
German command on March 21 – April 4, 1918 carried out a major 
offensive operation in Picardy on the Western Front (Operation 
Michael, or "Spring Offensive") (Friedrich, Hoffmann, Renn, 
Schmaltz, Wolf, p. 163). Operation Michael was aimed at breaking 
through the operational level with the subsequent encirclement of the 
Entente troops. However, the desperate resistance of the British and 
French and the timely introduction of their reserves into battle made it 
possible to stop the German offensive and inflict significant losses in 
manpower. Without losing hope of defeating the Anglo-French troops, 
the German command expanded the use of chemical shells. If earlier 
we were talking about hundreds of thousands, now the count has gone 
to millions of gas shells during this battle. However, according to 
statistics, these projectiles did not play a decisive role in inflicting 
losses, but were used more to achieve a psychologically demoralizing 
effect. In some places, the Germans made significant progress, on 
May 30 they even approached Paris by 70 km. Despite the record 
success in the first weeks, the offensive could not be developed, and it 
stopped at the tactical level. 

The first German gas attack on American forces took place in the 
Ansoville sector, where the Americans were attacked with searchlight 
bombs containing chloropicrin and phosgene. 225 people were 
injured. The losses were small compared to the gas losses already 
suffered by the European military, but this incident highlighted the 
unpreparedness of the Americans. The soldiers, ignoring orders and 
what they were taught, did not expect an attack: they took off their 
masks too early, which led to serious consequences (Gilchrist, p. 84). 

In May 1918, American Colonel Amos Fries decided to achieve 
greater recognition of the gas and his efforts were crowned with 
success, and from June 1918, under the leadership of Major General 
William Siebert, a chemical service was created in the expeditionary 
force. This accelerated the US gas war program. Although the United 
States was new to the gas war, it acted quickly and actively used 
mustard gas in June 1918, when the country's mustard gas production 
was already 30 tons per day. 

In  agony,  the  German  army  made  a  desperate  attempt  at  another  
offensive. During the Second Battle of the Marne in June 1918, 
French troops launched a counteroffensive and forced the enemy to 
retreat. The American Army and the Marine Corps played a key role 
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in repelling the German offensive. This was a turning point in the 
entire campaign of 1918, the Germans went on the defensive along the 
entire Western Front, having lost 800 thousand men in previous 
battles. Persons. The heavy defeat greatly undermined the morale of 
the Germans, who lost all hope of victory.  

Now the Entente troops went on the offensive. The Argonne 
offensive of September-November 1918 was part of a strategic 
campaign during the autumn counteroffensive of the Entente. The goal 
was to break through the front and enter the operational space in the 
rear of the German defense line. Chemical weapons were used by the 
American Expeditionary Force on a global scale. It is known about the 
fact of the use of chemical filling in 20% of shells, which was fired by 
artillery. The result of the operation was an operational-level success, 
and despite significant losses of personnel, the Americans managed to 
achieve their goals. Despite the sharp increase in the number of 
victims (so by July 1917 the British army counted about 20,000 
victims of gas attacks, and after that date it was already 160,000), 
chemical weapons continued to inflict minimal casualties on the enemy, 
intensifying the discussion about their "humanity" among military 
experts. The overall estimate of the ratio of dead to wounded during 
gas attacks showed significantly lower rates compared to traditional 
weapons. Therefore, for many military, such a mechanism of 
influencing the enemy's troops, which made it possible to knock out    
a significant part of the contingent for a long time, has become      
quite attractive. 

After the rapid withdrawal of their allies from the war, Germany's 
position was complicated to the limit by growing internal 
contradictions. The revolution in Germany allowed the newly formed 
government to sign the Armistice of Compiègne on November 11, 
1918. Chemical warfare also stopped, but the consequences of the 
emergence of new weapons and their use now accompanied military-
political strategies in the following years. 

Conclusion of the use of chemical agents in WW1. As a result of 
the study of the role of chemical weapons in the military-political 
strategies of the warring parties on the Western Front in the World 
War I, the following conclusions were made: 

1. Chemical weapons developed as a powerful military tool 
precisely in the conditions of the World War I, on the eve of existing 
international agreements prohibited their use, albeit with some 
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loopholes. Therefore, in 1914, she was initially ignored. But the 
positional impasse into which the war entered at the end of 1914 led to 
the search for new means. Therefore, new initiatives, which did not 
come from the military and politicians, but rather from civilian 
specialists, led to the actualization of the issue of developing a new 
type of weapon. The development of science, the deepening of 
chemical research in the developed countries of the world led to the 
invention of new chemical substances, which, if used, could become 
weapons of mass destruction. Therefore, the creator of chemical 
weapons in the modern sense of this concept is rightly considered to 
be the German scientist Fritz Haber. In addition, the industrial level 
and scale of the chemical industry in Western countries created a 
stable foundation for the production and use of chemical weapons. 
The scientific and technical competition between Germany and the 
Entente countries in the search for new types of poisonous gases, 
means of their delivery, counteraction to its use on the battlefield led 
to the rapid evolution of this type of weapon in wartime. 

2. Analysis of sources shows that considerations regarding 
chemical weapons (chlorine and other gases) were made by both sides 
of the conflict. The first examples of the use of non-lethal gases in 
1914 allowed the warring countries to manipulate the issue of its 
possible use as a mechanism of self-defense against the actions of the 
other party and circumvent the restrictions imposed by existing norms 
of international law. The first results of chemical attacks were not very 
effective, because there was a misunderstanding of the potential 
capabilities of poisonous gases on the battlefield. Therefore, for a long 
time in 1915-1916, despite the offensive doctrines of both sides of the 
conflict, chemical weapons were used exclusively at the tactical level 
to support infantry attacks as an auxiliary tool. The use of poisonous 
gases did not provide a strategic advantage for overcoming the 
positional stalemate in the war. 

Germany's peculiarity in the "gas race" was that it had a technological 
advantage that made it possible to introduce new gases earlier. The 
Entente countries were forced to engage in their own developments to 
counter the Germans and therefore were constantly in the role of 
catching up. But after 1917, due to the appearance of "mustard gas", 
the situation gradually changed. The parties are clearly aware of the 
importance of chemical weapons, their devastating psychological 
consequences, which made it possible to combine physical and mental 
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aspects for the increased demoralization of the enemy's forces. 
Therefore, during the campaigns of 1918, chemical weapons clearly 
occupy a significant place in production calculations, in the military 
calculations of the parties at the strategic level. Even at the level of the 
grand  strategy  of  the  political  elite,  its  perception  as  a  "humane  
weapon" is often formed, which is characterized by lower losses 
compared to more traditional means of destruction. Thus, at the end of 
the war, chemical weapons had a significant impact at all levels of 
strategic analysis, becoming a standard military tool. 

3. A comparison of military-political strategies demonstrates that 
at first, the military, and sometimes politicians, did not accept the use 
of gases on the battlefield, relying more on traditional weapons, and 
therefore chemical weapons were assigned only auxiliary roles during 
offensive operations. After its first full-scale use in 1915, political, 
ethical, or legal debate was virtually non-existent in Germany and 
France.  Only  a  small  part  of  their  military  did  not  accept  such  
innovations. In the United Kingdom, the internal debate was more 
powerful, as it was later in the United States, but stopped after a few 
months. And although the position of generals G. Kitchener, or J. 
Pershing was more than skeptical, nevertheless, they contributed to 
expanding the scope of its application. Therefore, since 1917, all 
parties have adapted chemical weapons for their own military-political 
strategies, and they have constantly increased their place in these 
calculations. In addition, at the end of the war, gas clearly symbolized 
the symbiosis of scientific research and military affairs, influencing 
different strategic levels. And the results of use formed two polar 
points of view. One of them described the gas as a barbaric, 
indiscriminate weapon of mass destruction. Another emphasis is on its 
effectiveness and "humanity". These debates influenced attitudes 
towards it, but for the most part, the second one rather prevailed, 
moreover, both among the military and among politicians and civilian 
specialists. Therefore, chemical weapons became one of the symbols 
of the war of a new, "total" industrial type and remained an important 
component of military-political strategies after the end of the war. 

4. In the course of the study of the use of gases during the World 
War I, three periods were distinguished: preparatory - from August 1, 
1914 to April 1915. At this stage, some representatives of the parties 
pay attention to the potential of chemical weapons, there are the first 
cases of their use during hostilities, but mainly in a non-lethal form 
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and on a limited scale. The second period, from April 1915 to July 
1917, can be considered the initial one, since all parties switched to its 
full-scale use, but faced specific conditions, limitations in industrial 
capabilities,  and  means  of  delivery.  It  was  a  time  when  a  rapid  
scientific and technological rivalry began, Germany and the Entente 
countries were looking for new chemical compounds as 
countermeasures. Entering the war in the United States only 
accelerated such a scientific and industrial competition. Therefore, 
chemical weapons are gaining a significant place in military-political 
calculations.  The  third  stage  can  be  called  full-scale,  and  it  was  
associated with mustard gas, which made it possible to maximize the 
benefits of the use of chemical weapons. Production and scale of use 
are significantly increasing, and the number of affected people is 
increasing. Nevertheless, chemical weapons did not have time to 
actually fully reveal their potential as weapons of mass destruction 
because the war was over. But a huge psychological effect remained, 
turning it into one of the symbols of war and an instrument of 
deterrence strategies and information pressure with a demoralizing 
effect on the civilian population.  

The experience of the use of chemical weapons demonstrates that 
aggressor states are able to reject existing international treaties and 
norms of international law in case of military-political necessity. 
Therefore, it is possible to foresee an increase in the likelihood of 
Russia's use of chemical weapons on the battlefield and the use of 
such cases, including as psychological and information operations, to 
increase pressure on the leadership and Ukrainian society. military to 
the use of chemical weapons remains relevant and needs attention.  

The experience of the Russian-Ukrainian war on the evolving 
nature of chemical warfare. During the period of time during the 
Russian-Ukrainian war, 1084 cases of the use of ammunition 
containing hazardous chemicals by the enemy were recorded and 
documented, which is 281 cases less than in the second quarter of 
2024. The decrease in the number of uses of munitions containing 
chemicals  in  September  2024  is  probably  due  to  a  decrease  in  the  
average daily temperature, since at high temperatures their damaging 
effect is higher. The enemy dropped ammunition with dangerous 
chemicals (K-51 grenades, RG-VO grenades and unspecified types of 
ammunition) at the positions of our troops from UAVs. Usually, the 
enemy dropped ammunition containing a dangerous chemical in 
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parallel with other ammunition or first drops ammunition containing a 
dangerous chemical substance and immediately after them 
conventional ammunition. The purpose of the drops of ammunition 
containing a dangerous chemical substance was to force the defenders 
of our firing positions to leave the shelter and push them into the open 
area in order to increase the effect of damage by dangerous 
ammunition. 

For the period from February 2023 to September 2024, 4228 
applications of hazardous chemicals were recorded.  

Mostly Russians use chloroacetophenone. Formally, they are not 
chemical weapons. This is a chemical warfare agent of irritating 
action. In the Chemical Weapons Convention, chloroacetophenone is 
defined as a chemical agent for rioting. It is a chemical capable of 
quickly causing sensory irritation or physical disorders in the human 
body, which disappear shortly after the end of the action. But the use 
of these gases during hostilities is a crime. This is a violation of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention, the international chemical weapons 
treaty within the framework of the United Nations (Halak, 1656). 

On February 27, 2024, at 9:13 PM, information was received that 
an unknown chemical substance had been used against Ukrainian 
defense forces in the area where they were carrying out tasks. 

During a combat mission, a probable RG-VO 862-7-23 munition 
containing an unknown chemical substance was dropped from an 
enemy quadcopter onto the unit of the Ukrainian defense forces 
company commander. 

The company commander did not have time to give the "Gas" 
command to the personnel in time, so the servicemen did not put on 
their respiratory protection equipment in time, as a result of which 
some of them were injured on the face and open areas of the body. 
The unknown chemical substance also got on their uniforms. 

This led to direct contact with chemical substances, which could 
have caused acute poisoning and, in some cases, death. The chemical 
poisoning of the personnel could have significantly reduced the unit's 
combat capability. Neglecting CBRN protection measures can lead to 
panic and disorganization among personnel. This can complicate or 
make it impossible to complete a combat mission. 

After  assessing  the  situation,  it  became  clear  that  this  was  an  
irritant chemical substance, so the company commander was 
immediately given instructions that in case of the substance getting on 
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open areas of the body, it should be washed (wiped) with an alkaline 
solution (soda dissolved in water), and the uniforms should be 
replaced, if possible. 

At 11:43 PM, a message was received: "Thank you very much, 
your advice helped, the guys are alive and unharmed" (Halak, 167). 

 

 
 

Figure 3: Probable direction of chemical dispersion 
 

The use of chemical weapons during the World War I and the 
Russian-Ukrainian war has a  number of  significant  differences at  the 
tactical and operational levels, given technological progress, 
international norms and the context of all conflicts.  

World War I (1914–1918)  
At the tactical level:  
1. during the World War I, chemical weapons were used on a 

large scale for the first time, mainly in the form of destructive gases 
such as chlorine, phosgene, mustard gas. The gas attack became a 
tactical element that was used to disrupt the front line or to delay the 
enemy's advance.  

2. Gas was used to enhance the effect of artillery shelling or 
during offensives. These were mainly gas attacks that tried to break 
the enemy's stability, create panic and weaken the defenses.  

3. Chemical attacks were not always very successful, the latter 
gases were difficult to control. They could cause serious consequences 
for their own troops due to wind changes or lack of efficiency.  

At the operational level:  
1. Chemical attacks were used in certain areas, but their use was 

limited, after which they did not bring quick results, and there were 
also technical problems with the front of storage and use of chemicals.  
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2. Although chemical weapons had a psychological effect on the 
soldier, their effect on the course of the war was limited. The creation 
of more complex personal protective equipment for the skin and 
respiratory organs made it possible to damage the effectiveness of a 
chemical attack.  

Russo-Ukrainian War (2014 – present)  
At the tactical level:  
1.  compared to the World War I,  the use of  chemical  weapons in 

Ukraine is much more technologically advanced. Information on the 
use of nerve agents (for example, Novichok) and other toxic 
substances confirms the expansion of the arsenal.  

2. Chemical attacks have become rare, but have a purposeful use 
to demoralize the enemy, create chaos and threaten the civilian 
population. Also, it is known about the use of chemical weapons in 
certain areas of the front for punishment or intimidation.  

3. While chemical weapons may be effective, their use remains 
risky due to the International Court of Justice, as well as the development 
of modern defenses and the rapid identification of an attack. 

At the operational level:  
1.  Compared to the World War I,  chemical  weapons are likely to 

be used in limited cases in the conflict in Ukraine, with their 
deployment immediately triggering international reactions, sanctions, 
and the recognition of aggression. 

2. Since international organizations such as the UN actively 
monitor the use of chemical weapons, the use of such weapons has 
serious political consequences, including sanctions and diplomatic 
pressure. Comparing the use of chemical weapons during World War 
I, chemical weapons were groundbreaking, but their effectiveness was 
limited by technical difficulties and unexpected consequences.  

In Ukraine, due to the development of the latest chemical compounds, 
the effectiveness of the attack can be much higher, but their infrequent 
use indicates caution due to the possibility of global consequences. 
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