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Demianiuk O.  
 

THE UKRAINIAN NATIONAL IDEA IN THE WORKS OF MILITARY  
AND POLITICAL FIGURES OF THE UKRAINIAN REVOLUTION  

OF 1917–1921 
 

The article analyzes the publications of participants in the national liberation 
struggle during the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917–1921. Particular attention is paid to 
the authors’ views on the formation of the Ukrainian national idea in the 1920s. 

While in emigration, representatives of various Ukrainian political forces and 
movements, guided by their own ideological positions and national self-awareness, 
analyzed the causes of defeat, most often attributing responsibility to political 
opponents or external enemies. At the same time, those politicians and military leaders 
who managed to rise above narrow political ambitions sought to provide a more 
realistic assessment of the state of the national idea at that time and of its perception by 
different social strata of Ukrainian society abroad. The majority of their reflections on 
the prospects for the development of the Ukrainian national (state-building, 
consolidating) idea were articulated in their scholarly works and in periodicals of the 
Ukrainian diaspora. 
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The article examines the scholarly and journalistic writings of three prominent 
figures of this period – Viacheslav Lypynskyi, Dmytro Dontsov, and Vsevolod Petriv. 
Although they held different political views and had diverse experiences of military 
and political activity during the Ukrainian Revolution, certain aspects of the Ukrainian 
national idea resonate across their works. 

In the writings of Viacheslav Lypynskyi (a politician and, to some extent, a military 
figure), particularly Letters to the Brothers-Farmers: On the Idea and Organization of 
Ukrainian Monarchism, the concept of “territorial patriotism” is substantiated, in which the 
decisive role is assigned to the nation as a community that must be consciously formed. 

Dmytro Dontsov (a politician and publicist), in his studies The Foundations of Our 
Politics and Nationalism, advocated the construction of a Ukrainian national state on 
the basis of consensus among broad popular masses, which required endowing the 
Ukrainian idea with a “fundamentally new spirit” associated with nationalism. 

In the articles by Vsevolod Petriv (a general-khorunzhyi and author of military-
historical studies), most notably The Experience of the Past (A Timely Reflection), On 
the Significance of the Peasantry in the Life of the State, and Memoirs from the Times 
of the Ukrainian Revolution (1917–1921), the author’s conviction regarding the crucial 
role of the peasantry and the intelligentsia in the realization of the national idea and 
state-building is clearly articulated. 

The chosen research focus makes it possible to identify differences in the positions 
of these Ukrainian thinkers regarding the substantive content of the concept of the 
Ukrainian national idea. 

Keywords: national idea, national ideology, Ukrainian Revolution, military-political 
figure, military leader, politician. 
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