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Nyzhnikov D.  
 

MILITARY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS IN UKRAINIAN PROVINCES 
(SECOND HALF OF THE 19TH – EARLY DECADES OF THE 20TH 

CENTURY): DEVELOPMENT AND CHALLENGES 
 

The article examines the establishment, development, and transformation of military 
educational institutions operating in the Ukrainian provinces during the second half of the 19th 
– first decades of the 20th century, focusing on the complex interplay between imperial, 
national, and revolutionary contexts. The 1910 educational reforms of the Russian Empire 
were analyzed. These reforms redefined officer training curricula by emphasizing tactical 
competence, topographical literacy, and practical field exercises as essential components of 
professional military education. The study explores how these reforms sought to modernize 
the officer corps in response to technological changes and growing geopolitical challenges. 
The article further highlights the dramatic impact of World War I, when military schools 
adopted accelerated three-month training courses to meet urgent wartime demands, producing 
ensigns instead of lieutenants and transforming traditional academic institutions into centers of 
rapid mobilization. 

Particular attention is devoted to the period of the Ukrainian Revolution of 1917–1921, 
when the structure and subordination of the cadet corps underwent profound reorganization. 
Their transition under the authority of successive governments — the Ukrainian People’s 
Republic, the Hetmanate of Pavlo Skoropadsky, and later Soviet administrations – reflected 
the broader struggle for control over the military apparatus and for the creation of a distinctly 
Ukrainian officer elite. The research traces how political instability, social upheaval, and 
competing ideological influences affected the continuity of educational standards and the 
patriotic orientation of training. 

The conclusion of the research was that, despite administrative disruptions, the military 
educational institutions in Ukraine retained their intellectual and professional potential, serving 
as key centers for the formation of national military traditions and for the consolidation of the 
officer corps that would later contribute to the defense and state-building processes of modern 
Ukraine. 

Keywords: military schools, cadet corps, military education, World War I, Ukrainian 
Revolution. 
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